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f MINI NG.
blineral samplo8 sent to the Cane offleo, aceo>npanifd t'y a jec of one dollar. wvii1 bo

submittecl to a thoroul1y omlpetcnt 01stmyer for a lireliminnry- examizitioi nni eliglit test
of contente. The reaults %vill be cotuiinintedl to soudots of eenaids, ndi If fult ama
arn dIered advlaabie, tboy W111 ho notiltkd andit nstrucIed u1 to atwount of feci tob

* rernltte.

MflNiNo SURNvaY8.-It becornes Our dUty to bring to the notice of out
ren1dors a case Of tinkeCring 'with the Mineît Act, during tho last session of the
Local tegisiature, that wvorks to the serious di6advant "o of prospectorsand
diýeoverers. Au agitation simula bc conienced ivithout diny te hava the
obnoxieus section of the act ropcnled at tlio coming Eession of the Legisla-
turc. For tho bouefit of our rendors ivlho have net takon particular noticu,

* of ivbat bas been going on. tva wou'd oxip'nin that tho Iaivs ro]ating te ineos
* woe rovised, conEolidnted and re arrangea during tho session of 1892, so

that the Mines Act la now known nt lawv as the Il iices and Minerai Act of
* 1892." The octuat provisions of the fainitiar Mines Ac. te rcearly all re-
* tsincd in lthe r.ow aet, although tae iording is changed in saine cases rimd
* soie sections trnnsposcd. lu this article it is our purpose 1t0 spcak only of

section 10 of the nct of 1892, ivhicli is a serions clà.tiigo lu the niannur of
laying.eut and locatisg goid aras. »rite section ronds thus: Il Ail nMines of
goid or of goid and siver shali hcroaflor ho lad off' ln aras of tiro litndred
sud fifty font icngth, truc meridian, north and south, and e hiundred and
fifty fect east aud we8t." To Show the great change frein trio former and
familiar method, vre wiii quote the iwords frorn tho oid sctiou :-«" quartz
mines shahl, s0 t as local peculiaritics or other circunistances may permit,
W~ laid off lu arasa of ene huudrod and fifty feet leugthwviso of the georai
cotroe*of the si rata, and two hundred aud fifty feet scros." Undor theo ad
aystem a prospecter could trace hia lead by tho boulders or tho run of tho
etrata or rock ledges, make up tbe description of bis praperty, stae it off, go
into the Mines Oifice and takoa it Up ;vithout any fonr of losing tho boeeit
of lis discavery. Under the OH' systern, the boaring of the Il course of tho
strata," used in survoys of tho Departmnut of Mines, wouid sometinios cause
disappointmont, te prospectera in running off aro-ýs. These disappointmnts
wore generaily the results of nsis-judging the distances suficient ta take lu
tho coveted location, or not taking up enougb areas. But whatever difficul-
tics -weuid naturally eccur under theolad systi are trilles ta wliat nicoifs the
prospecter undor the nuiw. Iu referring to tho section ta sea how te takoz up
bis aroas to caver bis discovorios, tho prospecter finds ho must t3ko the areas
-250 feot north and south by the courseo f tho truc moridian of the place, and
150 foot truc st sud ivost. lis ainazomeut nsay ba irsagiued %vlon it
becomes a icality la bits that the law bias beau aitercd, lie cannat find a nme-
ridian Dnta hlm, ho dees net know how to ak onkean, and the Mines De-
parîmeut dees mot keep any nioridins on baud, nor eau oxplain to bis
troubled bond wvhat cannection thora n id ha between his lead sud tho
meridian wbon it is laid down. Not eue iu a hundrod iwouid bit upen au
expéadiont to find out hew ta mako up bis description, unless ho sbou'd take
up a largo number of neediesa aroas at considerabie cest. To expiais nrbyibis truc nieridian regulation sbould cause se inucli trouble iva wvili ilus-
trate it in this iway. It se happons lu Nova Setia that the uiajority of quartz
veina run nearly est sud west by the compass, and prospectera have beon lu
tho habit of giving tbo course of loada as shoivn by their compasses. Il aise se
happons in Nova Scatia that aur cempass needies do net peint te tbe truc
moridian, but 10 a point nt a laige angle front tho menidias. The direction
to 'wbich our compass needies point is kuoiwn as the niagu otie north, sud
tbis direction lsa lways varying, causiug lots of trouble bo tha land survoyer
in ruuing bisliues. t\ature lu îsying eut the quai z veoius of ibis province
adopted very nenrly tho est aud west course shown by our peekot coin-
pa-se, and prospectora have bc satisficd ta use it. Thora is ne asnueetiou
betweon the run of tho Iondsand the truc ereidian, iwhen loaked nt by the
oye af sigbit, wbntever cennection tho inisg Sharp May Seco whien ho wisbea
te do a discoverer out of bis clairs. Foran illustration of %hatniay bappon ;a
surveyor peintcd eut ta us tbis fall a case in wbichi saine prospectora wauted
ta take up a uewv place, markcd a ctarting-point mnt the icad outcrop. wvent
to tho Mises Offlcz., put in a description that by the o'd sy-stemi wrou'd bave
takon in about two tbousaud foot of the rus af their lid, sud wont back ta
work ini blissful ignorauco that tboy liad not covercd th' ce hundrod féet of
the load. Tho position of the meridian cas on'y bc laid dowai lu ans. givon
iacality by taking observations of tho sun at naan, or tho î'elar star lu cer-
tain pos-itions ; sud la an oporatiun rcquiring gre.at cire. Trhe gencral
custeom ibrougbout the vorld la t la ly eut rniing prùortises by the generai
course of tho minerai belLe %wbicb la the naturai aud easily undorstoed way.
wVe ara forced te tho conclusion that wve have in this province a clasa of
auining operatons ivbo.tbrough ignorance or malice Lavea plnced a stumb ing-
biock in the ivay o! thoir less fortuyiate coxupetitori in ining. To tako
away s far as possible the causes of disputes in newv Ihices as regards the
boundanios of mining properties, Dr. Gilpin, tho Inspc'ur of Mines, pro-
poscd tbat tho ruagnetic east sud wvest ba aiways tak n ns th3 base lin-
course, and tbat it boe understoed by tho prospecter that by the use of bis
compa!s ho could iay eut bis awn location and thus know whoira it ivould
comae wthen regular survoye woe mnade by the departinent. This proposai
bas the ment of being easily worlced, and would belp the proepecter te qavo
money in taking up areas ta caveor his lenda. We a7o gladi ta say that Dr.
Gilpin nover advocated the IItruc menidias"I idea, and was mot responsib!o
for its being omabidicd in tho Mines Act; and that the goverunieut only
agreed.-to ad£2t the section, irhon atsured by a numuber cf xuining operatens
that the II truc meridian"I clause was for tho intoeraL o! the gnld
minera, sud in fact wae tho iwash af miiig- mon generaliy. Woù
Btrongiy rccomumend ail intercsted in tbis natter le do Fomethnr (0
Izeep this maLter hefore tho notice o! ibenihers ef the logis aturo, aud have
Ibho clause loposIe na gt octiQn 2u in& the Açý tk. iyiit lavec ln it as much

justice and fairneas as poasib!o. WVO conaider that the mombers o! tha
hegisîxture have ail aloug hoon remisa in thecir duty in uat pastiug thouiseives
as te te imîportance te titis province o! tho SUcceseflt prasecution of tho
mniig induelry, and ln husbanding tho minerni resourceB.

ÏSauT1 UrNAcK.-The fohlowing record of the yiold of ene Nova Scotia
gold mina duning tho titrea yoara o! its oporation is proof rositiva of the
value of our gold mines. Its discoveror, Mr. Thompean, ivas a paoo man
tbroe yoars ego, but is non~ weaitity, sud bis partuer, Mr. Quirk, bias aise
aux le8ed a fortune. Ho ias provodl by lis nets tint Damao Fortune lu
bsilng upos bits lins rowvsrded a ivorthy mnaînhr of the cemrnunity, as he

na lroady pnid off a largo surs in outlawod dobta. Tite avorago yield o!
l0àj ounces par ton on ail the quartz crusbed during the throe yeans proves
tha plienomenni nichness of the Icad, whtich is a amal ana, tae quintity of
quartz cruaboed to date oniy arsaunting_ te 462 tous. The expousos have
beon kopt doivn te tho lowest peint, aud te profits bava cousoquontly boas
lange. It wiil ha noted that for six menths dung Lte threo years thora
wero no roturus, the mil] and mine being closed dowrn for repaira or for
niteralions or for oxtousiaus o! the waorkiugs, and lu no nîanth was the miii
run for over s few days, the avorago nmontbly crushing beiug only 13 lous:-

Office o! Cenîmissioner of Public Works and Mines, Mines Dopartmont.
Hlifaxs, N. S., Dec. 21sL, 1892.

Meuten. Bltaoviug ta amaunt of quartz cnuslhod sud yield of goid frein
the Thioxpson Mina, South Uniacko, ns por roturus frein Oct., 1889, toOct.
31st, 1892, (st rolurns îecoived,> froim the Eastvilto Mil].

Year. M ont1à. Tons of Qtz.

1889. Octaber ........... 33
,November .......... 9

1890. January ........... 7
r-obruary.....10
April .. ........... 19
May....... ........ 12
Juue............... 14
Juhy ............... 8
August ............ 4
December .......... 6

1891. January ........... 8
Februnry .......... 4
31srch ............. 5
April ............. 19
May...... ........ 10
JUnO............... 10
July ...... ....... 18
August............. 20
September ......... 24
Oclober...... ..... 29
Noir, sud Dc....29

1892. Janunry ............ 5
Mstch sud.April. 54
May...... ......... 20
JUDe sud Juy .. 16
August ............ 29
Septembor......... 20
Octabor............ 20

Total ........ 462
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0 0

14 9

1 18
of the Mill roturne

(Sgd.) B. GxLrs, [officiai
D. Cern. Dptmi. Mines. Seal.]

CsNTRAL ÂWo.-n II. Paw, proprietor af tho St. E Ima Uebtl,
Rockxugbnm, sbewed us semae vory rceh specirsens of geld beaning quartz
taken frars the praperty at Central Ilaidon, discovered by Jolhn Withrowr,
sud lu .wbich Mr. Pair lias au luterest. The leada liera cut acrosa tha
niaisures aud bave every appeanance of being truc fissures. They own a
block o! 29 areas, sud the prospecting sa fan doue proves that thoy have a
mott valuable property, the 8hoiv o! go.d for te ivtrk donc haing ramark-
ahe.

The most cltceriDg news of the lio!iday sesn cimes froni Springbill,
whoro te strike bias beau settlo'X by iviso sud mnutuai concessions on bath
sides.

JUtiGMENT DELIVEIZED B1101IN. MI[. JUST[CE RITOIHIE,
IJECEMBER l3Tn, 1892, IN PALGiIAVE ML'NG COMPANY

vs. MoMILLAà. Er AL

The dofoudants lu titis case dlaim te bie the owners lu fea simple af tihe
property kuawa as Hurricane Island, lu te County of Guy8borougli, sud
a*sa iold a Jesse frsm tho crown af certain xuining arcas and minorais undon
watcn a t-hent distance freont te oIsand.

Soa Lime agao certain third parties who hela a lease frein the crown of
tbe mnining areas sud minerais covered by Ilurr.cana Island, sank a sliaft
on the Island, and axc-4vated a tunnel fron it tewarde tho mining ars held
by defexîdants, sud Ltme bosse o! the Hurricane Island arasa was afiorwnrds sur-
reudered sud a noir Iase of the saine areasa sud the nxinora!s. gold sud silver,
ivitin, under sud uhion tho sanie was grauted ta Ltme plaintiff company.
leth parties cam te owmi tho old shaft sud tunnel, thme dçfendantas boiDg in
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