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CITY GHIMES.

‘The launching of a bran-new play is av important novolty in Halifax,
Tho local interest attaching to the first recent prosentstion of *¢ Peaco and
War" was enhanced by tho fact that it was writton in this city, that its
gollant authors are well-known in society, and that most citizons of this
garrison town can recoguizo somo of tho military types and traits portrayed
in the comedy, But the size and enthusiasm of the audionces wero largoly
duo to tho inheront excolleacies of the drame, which has no heavy scenes or
stilted tirades, but moves briskly snd breexily from its opeving to its close,
giving us fair glimpses at many of tho socinl phuses of regimental lite,

Theo churacter of Courtenay, the polished black leg, 18 woll drawn, and
was admirably acted. Tho samo wmay be ssid of Anbroy, the drawling
subaltern who delights in maaquerading as *‘a dude done up by doing all
there was to do,” but fails to Lide Ins sterling msnhood under the disguise.
Should the ssme cetapany continuo to play tho piece wo baliove that Mr.
Puuncofort’s rendering of this character, ono or two cruditios beiag avoided,
may becowo o most popular feature.

Mies Tilbury was charmiug as Valerio, and the soldier-servant, with his
mingled familiarity and respectfulness, is a true representative of n type.
This last remark may, perhap-, bo macoe of all the other characters (as thoy
are designed, though not as they aro acted) with tho signal excoption of the
curate, Tho Reov. Mr. Bowles is a burlesquo impossibility. e would be
excurable in a screaming farce, but ho 18 vut of place in a regular comedy,
Ap English parson of the established church might lie a8 much as any other
parson, but ho would not say he ‘vas a teetotaller if he was not, nor would
ho suggest to a servant 1o call his brandy-and-soda lemonade. Tho bossing
intolerance which produces such cowardly hypocrisy does not exist in
Eogland. And no parson who goes to balls at all is likeiy to poso as an
ascetic, nor to talk shop all the time. The puppyhood, too, that would isad
o wab to propose to two cousins on the same afternoon, witiiout a particle of
encoursgement from either, 15 cortainly not wsere probable in a clergyman
than it would be in an officer. Apropos, is it thought good form in smart
regiments for oflicers tv lnde behind curtains, to ontertain themselves with
tho sayings or doings of ladies and gentlemen who are their guests 1

A very intease and cffective scone is whero Miss Fellowos is discovered
by friends in the act of denouncing the heartless Courtensy, sfter e has
Jjust jilted her and shown her that ho holds her brother's fate in his hands.
Tho unbappy young lady, being constrained to lollow his cuo and to say
that they are only reciting their parts in some coming theatricals, is thon forced
by her friends, aboetted by Courtenay, to re-sct tho torturing scene. The
plays on woids are not remarkably brilliant, and indeed those portions of the
dislogue which are not explonatory of the action consist too largely of
society common-places.. The authors were able to contribute an excellent
‘band and a detachment of regulars,and they had the advantago of a friendly
audience snd of s fair company, all of whom appeared to do their vory best
On the other hand, some members of the caste were quite unsuited for their
roles, for which they can hardly havo had due time to preparc; there was
no special scenery ; and there were no great critics of great papers to
announce authoritativoly tho decided measure of success achieved.

‘Tho exhibition of the work of the pupils in the art department of the
Jadies' College on Friday and Saturday last drew a large numberof specta-
tors. The cxcellence of the work shown reflects great credit on the teachers
and pupils.

The Tilbury Company will play ¢ Rosedale,” *‘The Miser’s Will, and
Itomeo and Juliet, next week at the Academy of Music. Each play will
be given twice.

Children's parties, faithful copies of those for older people, appear to
be growing in popularity in Halifax. Thoold fashioned afternoon pirty,
with 0ld fashioned games, sach as * hunt the slipper,” * here we go round
the gooscberry bush,’ * biind-man’s buff,” etc., have given place to late
houre, long dance programmes, and all the ceromony of grown.up paities.
Of course it is ominently proper that children should learn to dauce and
how to behave themselves in s.ciety, but this could as easily be dono early
in tho evening as late. It caunot be other than harmfu! for school boys and
girls, whose time is chiefly occupied with study, to stay up danciog nntil the
sma 1 hours. By all means let youngsters have a guod time snd danco as
much as they please, but it should bo scen to that they are home in time for
plenty of beauty sleop, otheriwiso wo shall bavo a lot of tired out little ladies
making their debut in a tew years, instead of tho fresh young * buds” they
ought to be, aud the boys wiil think they have got all out of life thatis to be
had, when they ought to be lovking forward, instead of backward, to the
enjoyment of social life.

The closing exorcises and distribution of prizes at the Convent of the
Sacred Heart, on Spring Garden Road, took place an Monday. As usual
the entertainment was private, not cven the parents of pupils betug admitted,
which scoms a pity, a8 oll thososweet young girls dressed in pure white,
rolieved only with a pale blue 1ibbon at the throat, presented a very pretty
spectacle. Archbishop Q'Brien’s gold medsl for order was secured by Miss
Evelyn Gifkins, of Kentville, aud the silver medal by Miss Rosa Fairbanks,
of Dartmouth.

Our holiday, Monday, was about the finest day wo havo had this summer,
and, 1o judge by the descrled appearance of the streets, many cirizons must
have teken advamage of the opportunity to go out of town. A moust &
surfeit 0 attrac'ions were prepared for tho amusement of the pubic, but
the sttendance at everything was good. Hores races, ball games and other

aports took placo in the aftornoon, and in the ovoning tho band concert in
tho Public Gardens drow a largo attendonce. Tho Acadomy of Music was
filled with an onthusisstio audionce to wituess ** My Bust Girl.” This pieco
har heon covsidorably altered sinco its last production here, is very amusiog
and pleased tho sudionce immonsely  Altogether tho day was n groat succoss,
Every ono sormed on plossuro bent, and eovery facility was provided for
this laudable ambition.

Tho closing exercises of the Halifax Ladios' College took placo on
Mounday and Tuesday evenings. Tho entertainments woro of a high standsrd,
and speak woll for the oxcellence of the trwining given in the soveral
departments. The following young Iadies received graduating diplomss:
The Misses M. Bowsnr, B. Burgess, T. Colemin, C. Dickio, A. Girvie, and
L. McPhorson. Mies Celia Dickio has takou high rank in the entrance exam-
inalion to Weollesley Collego in a class numbering 100,
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COMMERCIAL.

Tho improved woathior has exorcisod o salutary influence on trade, and
the volume of business has beon slightly sugmented. Though a quiet
movemont is iu progress no dealer soems to bo prepared to launch iuto any
extonded oporations until there is some matorial improvement in the ganeral
conditions, which has not so far beon the cise. Payments continue back-—
ward on the whole, Howevor, thero is 2 more hopeful outlook, as crop
roports are on tho mend, which ought to tond in the natural couree of events
to moro business being done. There has beon no important chango as yet.
Altuvugh some of thoe dry goods houses epeak of a little more desiro towards
ordering, enquiry shows that it doos not amount to much, and that there is
meroly & hand to mouth movoment in progress. This is ovidenoced hy
reports from importors snd manufacturers, who speak of exceptionally small
orders for the season. Thus, takon on tho whole, there cin be no doubt
that business is considerably restricted in volume. With regard to ho city
rotail trade o little more bas beon donw, consequent upon the more favorable
weather, which has, of course, led to a little more movement in jobbing
citcles also.

Bradsireet’s veport of the week's failures :—

Week Prov. Weoks corresponding to
June 20. week, ~——June 20 - TFailures for the year to date.
1590 1890 1850 1888 1887 1890 1889 1 687
United States. ..144 149 234 177 M1 5235 T4 5048 4926
Canada...ooiease 18 18 23 RY 22 843 8§43 889 618

Drr Goors.—Dauring the past week some little improvament has been
shown in eorting-up trade, principally with city deilers, but the houses still
speak of a restricted business in the matter of orders for full goods, and, in
fact, are not inclined to push operations to any great extent at the momeat.
Payments continue unsatisfactory. The loading festure in wholesile dry
goods ip Montreal his been an advance of 2- in grey cottons, and somo
agents thote avo tatking of an increase in the price of white cottous.
Woollen goods are atill quiet, with no particular change in values,

Irox, HarDWARE AND METALS.—No ersential change has occurred in
the pig iron markot, though some holders report a steadier feeling, How-
over, there is only a quiet business maving. A new feature in the outside
situation is the firmness of copper, which ia on the upward turn, and will
bo followed hero without a doubt. The New York Comsnercial Bullstin
says: “Thero has beon a further rise in the price of copper, both in this
and the European markels. Lake Superior product is now bringing [63e. in
this market, and producers’ quotations for other varieties have been raised
considerably, Arizons jugot 18 now hold at 15c., and for common casting
brands 144<. is generally asked. lun the London market merchant bars have
been sold as high as £60 for future delivery, and £59 10s. for prompt. Oa
this advanco there has been a large business in both the Americin and the
English markets.”

Bruaosturys.—Tho local flour market is rather easior on the whole, and
the demand counticues to bs of a light, jobbing chiracter, but prices aro
nominally unchanged. Baerholm's cablo reparts : ¢ Cirgoos off cozst, wheit
easier ; corn, nil ; do on pissage and fur shipment, whoit quiet but stoady ;
corn stesdier; Liverpool, wheat, spot, dowaward tendency ; corn, fsir on-
qoiry.” In No~ Yurx wheat was strongsr, advaacing 3c.; corn aand oats
steady. In Chicago, under tamo cables, whait has beon quist but firm.
Corn was quiet and firmer ow'ng to liberal purchises of Saptomber for lncal
account, and shipping movement moderatoly active. Qats very sirong an{
advancing under extensive putchases on local and oxstern accouat. At St.
Louis wheat advanced } to §c. Corn and oits wero firmer. In Daluth
wheat advanced #c. to 1{c.

Provisions.—Trade continues very quiet in pork and lard, but hams
and bacon aro in good domand, and show an advance of about ic all round.
Tho Liverpoo! provision market was unchapged. There was no change in
hogs in Chicago, and the cattle market was lower.

Durrcr.—Tho butter markot romains unchanged and rules quiet, with
only really fancy in anything like enquiry, but it has to be the best, and
lower grades ate very slow of sale, buyers being indifferomt. Tho market
cannot bo 8aid to boe in a state that Is satisfactory to sellers who have held
over old stock.

Cueese.—The market has beon without patticular feature, but ths oasy
tendency already noted was perhaps more pronounced, and tho trads gener-
ally talks tho lowest figureas as the basis for business. The cablo quotations
aro unchanged, aud aro unfavorable to shipping ventures from this sido.

Fnoir-—There has beon coansiderable activity in somo lines of greon
fruit, notably in oranges and lomons, in which, owing to svarmer weather,
tho movement has been large. Piues, bananas, otc., met with a good, stcady
demand av firm prices. Tho fiest native wild strawborries of the season




