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PAUL'S ROMAN OCITIZEMBHIP,
(For Aug. 22nd.—Acts xxii. 23~—xxiii, 35.%)
Y PHILIP A. NORDKLL, D.b,

That I'aul escaped from Jerusalem with his life, and was enabled
to oontinue his work in any measure was due to two facta; firat,
Ohristianity had not yet been put under the ban of the empire as
aa lllegal religion, and, secondly, I’sul enjuyed the iuvalumble
political privilege of being & Roman citizen. To the latter {act his
deliverance from possible death at the hands of the Romans, and
from the murderous hatred of his countrymen was mainly due.

PAUL'S APFEAL TO MI8 ROMAN CITIZRNSMII,

Paul's trestment by the Jewish mob bofore his arreat and after
his address oa tho castle steps convinced Lysias, the commaunding
Roman oflicer, that a notorious derperado had fallen into his
hands, Not belug acquainted with the Hebrew langusgo, he drew
the most evil surmises from the effect of Paul's speech on the
populace, and felt justified in exhorting s confession from the
prisoner by torture. ‘I'his was a common mode of securing evidence
from suspected persons, a mode which had been discarded in
Christian lands only within a couplo of centuries. Paul had
alroady been partially stripped and bound fmat to a post for the
scourging, which might bo so inflicted as to causo death, whon »
simple and quiet question put another face on the matter. *¢Ia it
lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncon-
demped?!” The proceedings were instantly stopped, and the
prisoner unbound, while the centurion in charge hastened to
Lysina with tho excited oxclamation. ** You better look out how
you treat this man, for he 18 a Roman.” A few questions directed
to the prisoner himaelf proved not oniy that in the matter of
citizenship he stood on a higher placo than Lysias himsclf, but that
the latter had overatepped his legal authority on a vital point ; for
the Sempronian law punished *“ by the sentence of the people 'apy
official, however high his rank, who should presume to scourge »
Romaan citizen. Lysiss and ull concorned wete from that moment
at the mercy of the prisoner, and this fact was clearly revealed in
their aubsequent treatment of him, Io thus utilizing his Roman
righta Paul taught that a Christian is not bound to accept without
remonstrance apy indignity that may be inflicted upon him, nor is
he to court persccution. The fact that on at least previousoocasions
Paul had aot availed himself of his right to escape such beatings
(2 Cor. xi. 25) shows that, guided by the Spirit, he foresaw greater
advantages to the Gospel from a patient endurance of sufferings,
thao from au exerciso of his lawful righta. 'Chis certainly appears
% have beeu the case in Philippi (Acte xvi. 19-40). In Jerusalem
en the contrary, no suflering, not even death, would have softened
Paul’s enemies toward the Gospel.

PAUL BEYORE TOX SANHEDRIN,

The next morning P’aul was brought before the Jewish aupreme
court. His clsim of innocency infuriated the high priest and drew
from P'aul a retort, about which men have differed as much as about
the correctuess of his course in following the advice of the clders.
11 it was not altogether Christlike, certainly the apology was. The
hearing quickly degenerated into » storm of {actions in which Paul’s
life was again fn peril, and again ho was rescued by the power of
heathen Rome, which, in strong contrast to God's choscn people,
threw, ita wgis over ita iinperiled citizen, while they would have
tnurderod their countryman for bringing them a message frum God.

TAUL RRSCUXD FROXM JEWISH FLOTS,

The failure of the Banhedrin to condemn Paul convinced the
more unscrupulous of his enemies that legal proceases were too
slow, if not 10 vain altogether. Cold.-blooded assamination scemed
to them the surest and safest way of annjhilating him. But the
plot was revealed, and again the power of Rome asserted itself in
placiag him beyond tho reack of harm. Qur view of this series of
eventa in ijuite superficial 1if we soo unly their external features.
Bshind tho hatrod and malignity of the Jews, and behind the
respect for law which charactorized the Romaus, unconsciously to
themaselves, tho groat power of tho apuritual world struggled for
supremscy around the person of PPaul. Satan strove with all the
might that he could muater to crueh him.  On the other haod, that
Providence which aloeplosaly watches over good men until their
appolated work is done, guarded him from the malice of all his
foes. Ia the dofoat of Lhe former wo read & prophecy of an over-
lasting overthrow. In tho victory of the latter, a prosage of cternal
triumph. The very means which tho Jows employed to accomplish
their ncfarious ends were thoss which sel in motion a series of
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sgenoles whersby this messenger of ihe cross was planted in the
very heart of the empire, comparatively free to acoomplish his
divine mission, and wholly removed from their power to oppoes or
to harm, So the powers of evil, in their couofliot with God, con.
tinually overreach themselves, and are made blind instruments for
promoting those gracious purposes of mercy which they imagine
their fury hinders.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

8. 8. ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO.

The Normal Examination of he Sabbath School Awscolation of
Ontario will be held on Frids,, September 17th. Applioation
forma have been niiled to all normal students ao far as the names *
are known to the Association, It any are desiring to weite on the
examlaations who has not received an applioation form, will esend
name and address to the Corrwponding Secretary, 26 Manning
Arcade, Toronto, full instructions will at once be sent. Tho names
must be received before Beptember 1st.

Tho 32ad Annual Provincial Convention of the Bubbath School
Association of Ontario, will be held at Hamilton on Oct. 27th, 28th
and 209th, The programme committes have boen at work for some
time and expeot to present one of the beat programmes ever given
by the Aumsociation. I'rofessor Excell will have charge of tte
music during the Convention.

Jrssix A, MuxRro,
Corresponding Secretary.

INTERNATIONAL S. 8. LESSON.
Lxssox VIIL—Tng ExoeiLexce or CHRIsSTAN Love.—Ave. 22,
(2 Cor, ziii, 1.13.)

Gorpxx Taxt—'* And now abidoth faith, hope, charity, these
threo ; but the greatest of thees is charity,”—1 Cor. xiii. 13,

Tiux anp Pracz—A. D. 57. Written from Ephesus to Corinth.

IxTRODUGTION—Our last leason was taken from the First Epistle
to the Corinthians, and from that part of it which related to certain
matters of controversy which had been prominent in the church at
Corinth. We now have another lesson from the same epistle, but
in this all queations of controversy aro lefs behind, and the great
priociple of Christian love as controlling and moulding the Christian
life is presented.

VErsg BY VxRsz.—l. *¢ Tongues.”—Referring to the gift of
tongues conferred on the early church on the day of Peatecost and
afterwards. ¢ Charity.”—In the Revised Version the word is
translated love, and means the principle of Christian love—love to
God and love to man. Charity in modern English has a more
reatrioted sense, and stands for acts of benevolence. *¢ Sounding
brass.”—Some kind of musical instrument is referred to, probably
something like a gong. *¢Tinkling cymbal”—Also a musical
instrument, much like that now known by the same name. They
fllustrate & noisy profession of religior, which is not moved by the
principle of Christian love.

2, * Gift of prophacy,”—This was another of the miraculous
gifts bestowed on the early church. It was a speaking under divine
guidance, resulting in foretelling future events. *¢ Myaterios, . . .
knowledge.”—The truths of divine rovelation. ‘¢ Faith, so that I
could remove mountalns.”—A miracle-working faith, 1 am
nothing.”—I.¢., I am nothing as a Christian,

8. ' Bestow all my goods, . . . give my body.”—Though ] am
very benevolent, very self-sacrificing. Men have often been willing
to purchese their salvation by giviog their wealth, or by suffering,
but this profiteth nothing, i. ¢., it is of no avail in the work of
salvation. Unless the principle of love is the great motive prompt.
ing such gifts and such aacrifioes, they avail nothing.

4. ** Suffereth long.” —Endures patiently. ‘‘ Eavieth not.”—1Is
vut vexed at the good which others enjoy. ¢ Vaunteth not.”—Does
oot boast. ** Xs not puffed up.”—With pride.

5. ** Unseemly.”—Discourteously. *“Not ... provoked.”—
Eaatly should be omitted,

8. *“ Prophecies aball fail, . . . tongues shall cease."—They
would ceave to be special gifts to the church,

10. ¢ That which is perfect.” —The full revelation of love seems
to be meant here in contraat with thoss gifts which were only
temporary and partial.

11. ** When I was a child, otc.”—This is an illustration of the
tenth verse,

12, “ Now.”—In the present life. ‘** Through a glass.”—Or
rather, in a mirror. ' Thea.”—In the future lifs. * Faos to face.”
—Wae shall then see things, not as they are reflected, illustrated to
us by earthly comparison, but in their reality. ** Kven as also I am
known.”—1. ¢., perfectly.




