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AOOEPTANOE 0F OOMMON OPPORTUNITIES THE
JUOGMENT TEST.

Trhis is becaur..' our lhabit and mianner ui acccptiiig themi
reveil character as nothing ulbe does. 'lie power tu seize
on exceptional occasion and, le) ncrving one's self tenupor-
atily for a tremiendous effort, tu do somecthing brilliant and
conspiciuous, which wins wide admiration, is not to bc under-
cstimatud. Itis ta be honorted.ind desired. But itas only
oIIC of the clermcnts wlaich uîuitu to comipose ones character.
Fronti ts nature it cani only b'e exlaîbited now and then.
The final anquiries conccrning each of us arc Dlot ta bc-
WVhat lias lie donc, what cati lie do, but what as lie ? The
différence is plain.

It as the acceptance of common opportunaties of service,
wlacn the ordinary wcar and tear of lite as licing luit, wlien
tlic romance of existence has given place, at any rate for a
time, to prosaac duties and conmanplace cxperiences, that
shiows our undcrlying claracter. %%e ate not ondress parade
then. W'e forget or do flot carc tu pretend. If wu arc
quick-temipced, fretful, suspacious, indolent or carcless, we
slao« it flien. If we arc cheery, patient, ertergetic, spiritu-
ally.minded, thcn it is that thuse who know us best thank
God for us. The apostle lias biddcn us Id %Vhetlaer there-
fore ye cat or drink or wvhatsoever ye do, do ail to the glory
of God."* He miglit have added, IdWhether, thurefore, ye
cat or drink or wliatsuecer ye do, ye ( annot belli showing
whcther ye do at to thet glory cf God or not."

Tis is fair ta everybody. NoLlaîng could be fairer.
Most of us cannot do brilliant tlaings. Few cani accomplash
acts o! heroism oftcn, If ever. But everybady cani use coni-
mon opportunîties faithfully. And surnetainies, an divine
providence, the most uninviting openings prove to afford,
occasion for the most hecartily recognized lie7oism. But the
judgment test will flot be whcther we succeeded in bcing
appreciated but wlictler we tried to be fa;tlifut.-Coitgre-
gala onalist.

THE SCOTOHMAN'S PERTINAOITV
The Scotchman has as a trait the element of persis-

tence. Upon biis drumhcad lie never beats a retreat.
It id; liberty or death, This story illustrates hovv a
Scotchman will hold on and follow wvhat lie considers to
be bis onc line of duty.

It is told of a clergyman in the days when Knox
wvas battling against the Roman lierarchy. His con-
gregation brought a charge against hini before the
Presbytery that hie never could preach a sermon îvith-
out breaking a lance witb the p-ope-i.c., bis sermons
wcre aIl the sanie thing : pope in the cxordium, pope in
the body of the sermon, and pope in the peroration or
conclusion. Thus it wvas, fifty.two Sabbaths of the
year. Hîs preaching grew monotonçus and the people
grew wcary.

The Presbytery said:« We will try him we wvill
give bum a text to prench frai ; we shaîl hear bis
sermon, and we shalh sec if your charge be true-that it
is popery and pope no matter what text hie takes,"

Tliey gave Iiiin for a text three proper names:
"Adam, SethI Enos." When the Presbytery Met,
there wvas a great congregation there, and the minister
felt that they needed sound doctrine and timely
warning. lie saw a great opportunity. Solemnly lie
took his place an the pulpit and announced bis text.
"Adam, Setil Enos," and this was his first sentence:
"My dear brethie-n, these men lived in a day wbien

there was no pope nor popcry, and consequently they
had not to contend against the f ollowing evals," and lie
enumeratcd in full and without wvaste of time ail the
evils of Romanism.-I)r. David Gregg in "MAakers (If
lise Ainrican R public."

FOR CHRISTIAN WIVES.
"Likewise, ye %vives, be in uljection ta your own

husbands ; that, If any obey flot the %,.ord, they .ilso may
witbout the wurd bic won by the conversation af the
wives; while thcy beholdJ your chaste conversation
coupled with fea-r." i Peter iii. 1-2.

Oh, Peter, hase you not made a mistake in writing
thuj, or perliaps several azistakes ? Slaould flot the
Christian wife vsho lias a worldly, irri-iginus, ungodly
hustIand, ane flot obedient ta the word, be instant, in
season and out of season, in reproving, rebuking and
exhorting ? 1iow else cani she hopie to win hin to the
word? If she (ails in this docs shc Inot ncglect lier

Charistian duty? If a womnaanowlias ahusband addictcd
to some bad hiabit-smoking, dritAing, svearing, money
worship, ouglat slenfot tomake it liot for him tili lie
quits ? 1How else can she break laiin of it ? And liow
cani a Christian wvife be subject to a heathen or ungodly
husband ? And laow is if possible for hier toI "fear"I or
reverence suci a ann?

But perliaps there is some truta in tlie old lieathen
fable of the sun and the north wind. The sun made the
traveller lay aside his cloak, the wind madc hlmi bring
it dloser. And perliaps Peter wvas riglit. flic warmth
of wifely love and respect and obedience may make the
husband throw aNvay the bad habit or miay melt the heart
of tanbelief, mucli sooner than wifely reproofs and
reproaches. And Ilconversation Idin the text docs not
mean talking, mucli less reproving, but manner of 111e.

If the wife refuses ta her hiusband the respect and
the regard for lais wislaes iwhicla belong ta hlm by the
1mw af nature and the law of God, will site increase bis
disposition to oley the Word of God ? And if she does
this on tlae plea of religion, will flot lais dislike to religiou
lie strengtliened ?

IJudge and ye shahl be judged." If the wife is for.
ever blaming bier hiusband, shaîl she herself escape
blane ? And if slic does it in the name of religion, will
it escape ? NVhat Christian woman cati stand the
scrutiny af a bosband who is unfriendly to flic Gospel ?
And if slie caniflot endure sucli hostile criticisi site lxad
better avoid it.

Yes, Peter, you were riglit, as usual. The best way
ta manage a bad husband is to be a good wife- Clhristian
Observer.

"WHAT DOEST THOU HEREV"
How often is that question put still ! When aChris.

tian wvorker, sorely needed, deserts bis post because of
soie unseen difficulty, or for soie selfish gratification
and case, to that coaach of indolence, or to that forest
glade wvhere soft breezes blow, the question comes,
1 'What doest thou here ?"I Wlien a child of God is
found in the theatre, the dancing saloon, or the place of
evil companionship, sitting in the seat cf scorners, or
walking in the way of the ungodly, again must the
question come as a thunderboît out of a clear sky,
IlWhat doest thou bere?"I When ane endowved with
great faculties digs a hole in the earth and buries the
God-intrusted talent, standing idle aIl the day long
anîong the loungers in the market place, again -nust the
inquiry ring out, IlWliat doest thou here ?"I

Lufe is the tune for doing. The world is a great
worksbop in which there is no room, for drones. God
Himself worketb as the great Master builder AIl crea-
tures fulfil their needful functions, frai the angel that
bymns God's praise ta the wasp thzt buries a corpse.
There is plenty ta do-evil to put dowvn, good to build
up, doubters to be directed, prodigals to bo won back,
sinners to be souglit. V/bat deest thou hiere ? Up,
Christians, leave your caves, and do!I Do not do in
order ta be saved ; but, being saved, Do 1

THE BREVITY 0F LIFE.
Life is very critical. Any word may be our last.

Any farewell, even amid glee and merriment, may be
forever. If this truth were but burned into our coni-
sciousncss, and if it ruled as a deep conviction and real
power into our lives, would it flot give a new meaning
taoaur human relationshias ? Would it flot makie us far
more tender than we sometimes are? MVould it flot
oftontimes put a rein upon aur rash and impetuous
speech ? XVould we carry in our hearts the miserable
suspicions and jealousies that now so offeet embitter the
fountains of our liv.esP Would we bo so impatient of
the fauîts ofothers? Would we mllow trivial misunder-
standings ta build up a wall betweon us and thobe who
ouglit to stand very close ta us ? Would wve keep alive
petty quarrels year aiter year which a manly word any
day would compose? P ould we pass old fricnds or
neigbbors in the street without recognition because of
sanie real or fancied sligbt, some wounding of pride, or
sanieancient grudge? Orwnvuld webhoso clarycf kind
words or cammendations, aur sympathy, aur confort,
when wcary hecarts ail about us are breaking for just
sucla expressions of intercst or appreciation as we have
in aur power ta give.
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