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LEXT: - ** Only take heed to thyself, and keop thy soul dili-
gently, lest thou forget tho things which thino cyes have soen,
and lest thoy depart
from thy heartall the
dnys ot thy hfe, but
teuch them thy sons
and thy sons’ sons.” —
Deut. 1v. 9.

Theso words suggest
thoughts which seom
specially appropriato
to this Jubileo season,
‘Thoy apeak to usoftho
duty of kecping fresh
in our own hearts, and
handing down to our
children tho memory
of God’sgoodncss to us
in the past.

1t is quite possible
to obscrve such a cele-
Uration as this with
verydiversoaims, \We
may hold it to magnify
ourselves or to glorify
God. Wo may recall
tho memories of the
past, either to enhanco
our own 1mportance,
orto trace the Hand of
God mn tho way in
which Ho has led us,
and in the work He has
onablod us to do. But surely when wo reflect how little wo have
done in comparison with our opportunitics, 1t should not be dif-
fieu't for us to give God the glory for the good accomplished.

The cinldron of Isracl hm§ certainly amplo reason to remember
Gol's dealings with them. He had brought them outof the
houso of noadage with an high hand aod an outstretchod arm.
Tno Rad $3a, He had.divided hefore them, and had led them over
it dry shod, and had butied tho pursuing Egyptians in the dopthe
of the returning waters.  He had given them His law from Sinai
on tho tables of stone. By a pullar of cloud by day and of fice by
mght, Ho had guiled them ia all their wanderings through the
wildorncss, 1o had fed them with bread from heaven and had
givon thom water from tho smitten rock. He had crowned their
arms with victory osver all the enomios who assailed them, and
now at the end of furty years, they aro on the borders of the land
of protmuss, roady to pass ovor Jordan, and possess the goodly
land, sworn to their fathers.

Thoy certainly had roason to romember God's loving kindness
and hand down tho msmory of it to the gencrations following.

Their record is uniquo. You'can claiin nothing parallel toit
in your history. But whon you look back over thesy fifty years
of ‘your carccr as a congregation, you can sce cnough of what
Gu; has done for you and cnabled you by His graco to do for
othors, to fill your hearts with joy andlead you to hand down
the memory of the past to your children and childrens’ children.

Oar toxt suggasts tho thought shat thoe beat way to porpetuate
tho momoary of God's goodness, is to have our hearta so filled with
a sonse of it, that wo cannot refrain from apwkin? of it to others.
Out of tho abuadanco of the heart the mouth will thon speak. 1f
we keop our gouls diligently so that wo do not forget what our
oyos haveacen; if tho thoughts of thom do not depart out of our
heart, it will bo easy for us to teach them to oar children.

Lot me romind you of o few things which at this season you
do well to recall to memory.

1. This congregation owes its o-iziz in 1844, (for I speak not
of tho catlicr history of onc section of it) to a great religious
movemeont to which Canada aud tho world arelargoly indobted.
Tho groat struggle in Scotland which issued in the disruptior. of
the National Church, and the {ormation of the Free Church in
1843, oxcrted a*very wide and beneficent influcnce, and desorses
to bo rockoned a8 a truo revival of religion. While tho struggle
had referouco to tho Headship of Christ over the Church, the
libertiea of the Christian peoplo and tho right of the Charch to
govern hersellin all spiritual matters by thelaw of Christ, and
not by tho behosts of the civil power, thero can bono qacstion
that it was the revising spiritual life of the church, which had so
sadly decayod dating tho dreary rcign of Modoratism, which
nceved the Churh of Suotland to contond §6 carnestly for tho
trath, dunng **the ten ycars conflict,” and to"make such horoio
sactafices at tho shrune of conscience, when the Disruption came.

Tho men who in these days soutended for tho crown rights of
Chiist aud tho libertics of tho Christinn people, wore aluiost
undormly thoso who preached the gospel of the grace of God with
evangelical siniplicaty and power. and throw themselics camncestly
into aggressicc work and missionary enterprise. It was tho
qQni-kened relicious life associated with this movement, which
mado it 30 iargely & Llossing wherever its influence was felt.
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Tho Disruption which ia 1843 rent tho Church of Scotland,
oxtended o year later to nearly all the important colonics of
Britain, It would be out of place now when tho divisions of
Presbyterinnism aro happily bealed, to discusa at longth the
nccossity for & disruption in Conada. I agreo with thouso who
think that had wisdom guided tho Canadian Church in 1844,
thero nced have been no disrugtiou in Canada, butat tho same
timo, I believe that tho noble band of twenty-two ministers and
their associated elders, who came out and organized what was
popularly known as the Freo Church, were comPollcd by the
oourso adopsed by tho majority, to take thestep they did, ™ Had
the ohurch assumed that independent position which its former
testimonies called for, and shaken itsclf freo from compromisng
alliances, thero noed cortatnly havo been no disruption in Canada.

Bitt I cannot help fechug that it was of the Lord that 1t fell
out as it did. Presbyterianism needed anew impulseand increased
freedom for aggressivo work, and both came with thisecclesiastical
upheaval. Doubtless huinan infirmity mingled wivh the move-
ment both hercand in Scotland, but novertheless an irmenso
impulso was givon to religion, and in our own land the Presby-
terisn Church holds a place to-day, which it never could have
held, but for tho struggle with which your early history is
associated. A congregation, springing into oxistence under the
influences which surrounded Knox church at its birth, could
acurcoly fail to enter ona courso of carnest, Christian activity.

2, True to its origin, this congregation hus from the first,
taken anactive and important sharoin the aggressive work of
the Church. For o considerable time it was the solo congregation
of the denomination, intho chicf city of tho province, and its
members naturally felt themselves called upon to lead, and right
loyally and vigorously did they do their part. In the carlier
stages of your history, cburch building and Home Missions right-
fully held the first place in your csteem, and mado the largest
demands on your bberahity, and there aro multitudes of churohes
in the newel soniona of.our couutry which have received sub-
stantial a1d and encouragement from your liberal members. Ata
later stage, Foreign Mission work camo to tho froat, and has
always found in this congregation faithful and liberal friends.
And [ cannot forget thaton tho 2lst March, 1876; in was my
privilege, along with your late pastor, Dr. Topp, to organizo in
the lecture room of this church, the W.F.M.S. (W.D.} which has
sincoattained such dimensions, and has dono so much to encourage
of those who ara laboring for the cvangelization of the heathen,

3. Another characteristio which wo may safely ascribc to the
postors and people of this church, has been a cordial attachment
to tho great central verities of the ﬁospel. Although I did not
sec Toronto until 1846, when Icame hero to study for the ministry,
it has been my j)rivilcgo to know personally all tho pastors who
havo ministered to this congregation both before and after the
union of 1844, when the name of Knox church was assumed, and I
can confidently testify that they have all been distinctly ovan-
gelical in their tcaching, and faithful in preaching salvation
through blood and the Spirit of Christ.

Rov. James Harris, though not a brilliant preacher, was an
earncst, God fearing man who gloried in the cross of Christ, and
adorned with a Christian lifo, the doctrine which he preached.

Dr. Robert Buarns was a man of apostolic zeal and missionary
activity. Ho not oaly preached the gospel with clearness and
power to his own people, but hs gave an impulse to vital religion
all over the land by his unwearicd labors.

Dr. Alexander Topp was not less marked for his clear and
decisivo preaching of the gospel. As a paster he commended the
truth which ho preached to the hearts o? his flock b hisuntrearied
caro and personal kindness, while hia singularly sound judgment
mado him a trusted guide in tho affairs of tho denomination. Of
your present pastor, I cannot speak in his presence, asI otherwiso
might, but you need no one to tell you that be isin the Apostolic
succession, holding forth tho Word of Life, and worthily carrying
forward the work of those who have gone before. It is something
to make us profoundly thankful to 'know that among those who,
for scventy-five years, have preached here, tho Goigcl ofthegrace
of God has been proclaimed with no uncertain sound.

And during all these years, this gospel has proved the power
of God untc salvation. It has brought peace, strength and com-
fort to thoso who havo rallied around its preachers. It has sus-
tained them in the battlo of life, it has cheered them in tho dark
valley, and lighted up the grave with tho hope of heaven, Teach
this to your sons and your sons’ sons.

4. Daringthesofifty years, GodhasgiventoHisChurchinCanada,
wonderfally enlarged opportunitics for Christian work. At the
very timo Ho was baptizing His Church with zeal and power for
Christian scrvico, He was prepariug to open a wido door [for its
activity and expansion.

In 1844, our Church life was in & manner confined to Ontario
and Qaebec.  Sinco that timo, not only has the population of theso
pm\-inces‘s{rcutly increased, but confederation-has been brought
about, and our country now extends from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, and has a territory of vast natural resources, capable of
sustaining a hundred millions of inhabitants. Toronto was then
scarcely moro than ono-tenth of its present size, and itsthree Pres-
by teriancongregationscould have foundampleaccommodation with-
within thewallsoftheedificeinwhich weare met to-night.  Wohave
now inthiacity twenty-fivecongrogations, connected withourChurch
which enjoy tho services of a stated minister, and ten o1 twulve
smaller churches where religious services are regularly austained.

Duriog theso ffty years, God has been throwing wide open the
door for the ovangelization of the world. Half a century ago,
largo sections of tho carth were entirely inaccessiblo to ovangel-




