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amongst these hiuge, welnl, nneanny-looking binds,
seasois, too, the common gull wakes the alr
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Almost at all

.

white-washed barracks, which, on this as along all our shores,

-

sadly melodions with his eall, or odd, <hort,
little, sharp pipe ; and with his bright wirgs
carties off gently futo the sky and sea-tones
the sometines over-dazziing brilllancy of the
white chalk eliffs.  Puflins, kitty wakes, and
the rest likewise abotnd, offering no mean
addition by contiast to e genemd feeling of
solitude which the region engenders; for
though, In one sense, the absence of fishing-
losts and theie kindied inclidents fa a dmw-
hack to Lulworth from the artist's point of
view, it s, in A meastue, compensated for
by the undisturbed vanquility to be found on
every hiejght, and Bnoeveey bay aml inlet, Be-
yond a solitary boatipan occasionally to be ob-
served limnling up o1 lowering hislobster-pots
n some deeproeky ereek, or the shiepherd and
his dog tending the flock that has wandered
I upon the verge of the tall cliffs, mind now
aund ¢hien the coastguaid on the look-out, or passing between the
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peep up at intervals, there i3 no life golng
on. The *fishierman's boy,”” or the * sailor
Iad,’”” Is a rarity in this scquestered dlstrict,
and, execept In an odd instance or two, there
is no sea-faring population to give it much
attinction In the eyes of a flgure-painter.
Neveitheless it may be added that Mr.
Millnds spent several weeks here painting his
notable picture of *“‘I'he Rowmans leaving
Biultain”’ ; but he, to be sure, dld not select
thrt black-eyed, dark-halred beauty, or the
stalwart Roman watrior, lier lover, from the
nrtives.

Doubtless it was again the fine outlook
upon the jrregular coast and open sea, the
background to his incldent, that drew our
eminent painter to the spot, aml so finally
we come back to the fact that it is to
cliffs and sea and rocky, wild, bold shore
that the artist, who would make Lul
worth his -headquarters, must look for his subfects.

For the Sabbath School.

International S. S. Lesson.

Lrssox Il.—Aprit. 8. —GEN, XXXVIL, 1-I1.
Discord in Facob's Family.

GorLpeN TrxT.—* See that you fall not out by the
way."”

A Guraxce aT Tue InTervening History.—Eleven
years had passed since the return of Jacob from Padan-
Aram, and his deliverance from Esau. He first dwelt
near Shechem, and here showed his enterprise by dig-
ging a famous well in the valley between Mts. Ebal and
Gerizim, that is still known by his name, after thirty six
centuries.  Driven frem this place by a fierce collision
uf his sons with the Shechemites, Jacob went to Bethel,
were his fist great distress had been relieved by a
divine vision, marking an era in his life. He refreshed
his soul with the memory, and sct up a pillar for o
theorial. - Proceeding southward he had gone only as
far as Bethlehem when a great sorrow fell upon m.
His beloved Rachel died in giving birth to a son whom
she named Benoni, *“ The son of my sorrow,” but his
father naned i Benjamin, * the son of the right
hand,” his comfort and support. Jacob still continued
his southward journey, and came to Hebron where his
father Isaac ~as still living old and feeble. His death
is recorded iu this cunnection because it was the natural
completiun of the story in chapter axxv. But he lived
several years after the events recorded in to-day’s
lesson.

Tar Fasity or Jacos. Tue OLber Suns.—V. 1.
And Jacob dwelt m the land. At Hebron (37: 14).
The ten older sons of Jacob were separate in many ways
from the two younger ones, who were the comfort and
juvy of Jacol's oM age. They differed greatly in age,
and stll moure in character, and were often the cause of
trouble and sorrow. ** I'he readers of Gen., chap. 34,
35 37, and 38, will sce that they were * hard boys,’
Especially do the worat clanents of depraved characer
appear in their ticatinent of ther  younger brother
Joseph.”

The circumstances which tended to produce this
character. (1) They wete brought up during the active
worldly career of Jacol, when he was carrying out his
shrewd plans for worldly wealth. So that the home
training and influences were not the most favorable to
picty and morals. (2) Their relatives in Haran were
nonc tvo pious. Tliey came in contact with an immoral
heathen community,  This contamination is shown in-
cidentaily by the command of Jacob when he was going
f->m Shechem to Rethel, that his household should
““put away the strange gods that are among you,’
{32. 2). (3) ** Their shepherd life took them  into
distant parts of the country, and scems practically to

have removed them much of the time from home and itg
domestic influences.” Bickering, quarrels, selfishness
bad temper, bad conduct are almost certain to ensue.

Mark the unconscious influence or atmosphere of
the family, which in the worldly position of its history
affected the older children. Every family has this uncon-
scious influence, this moral atmosphere, and it is the
most powerful influence in training the young. It iseither
a moral malaria preparing for every outbreak of vice, or
is like the mountain breezes, or the sea air invigorating
the soul.

Joseeu TuE Boy. GERMS OF CHARACTER.—V. 2.
The generations of Jacob. This is plainly the beginning
of a new document or story, put in its place after the
story of ‘‘The Generations of Esau” in chapter 36.
(1) Juseph was bLurn in FPadan-Aram, s. c..1735. He
was Jacob's youngest son, except Benjamin, who was
but a little child at this time. (2) His training. Joseph
could not have been more than six or seven years old
when the family removed to Canaan, so that he had
beep brought up under better influences than his
brethren; the atmosphere of the family in Joseph's
childhood was far better than when the elder children
were young. Then prol ably Jacob gave more time to
the training of his younger son, and kept him more
under his own influence; and Joseph inherited better
tendencies from his mother. ( 3? His character. Joseph
seems to have been a truly pious young man,
bright and cheerful, active and trustworthy, earnest
to do good and make others good, full of wise
common sense, and of great business capacity. ¢ He
had Abraham’s dignity and capacity, Isaac's purity and
self-devotion, Jacub’s cleverness and tenmacity.” He
seems to have been handsome, strong, vigorous and
attractive, a gentle, noble boy. The fact that his mother
was dead, and his brothers were unfavorable, would
throw him upon his own resources and develop his
character early. No wonder that his father loved and
trusted him, and put him forward. These character-
istics were, of course, but partly develcped in him, but
the elements of his future career were there.

Josern at \Work.—And was feeding the flock. He
was a shepherd like his brothers who were dispersed in
detachments over the large extent of country occupied
by Jacobs cattle, sometimes as far as Shechem, fifty
miles; and Dcthan seventy miles from their Hebron
home. The lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and...
Zilpah. These sccondary wives of Jacob being the
servants of Leah and Rachel, were probably Syrians,
Their sons, therefore were of a wilder race than their
brothers. As to Joseph’s connection with them (1) They
were shut out frum rivalry with hini as heir to the birth-
right, and headship of the clan, for this would naturally
fall to Reuben the eldest son of Leah or to Joseph the
cldest son of Rachel.




