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TPyT—Acts xxvi., 24: ** And as he thus spake for himself, Fes.
tus said with a loud voice, Paal, Thow art Leside thyself, much learn.
fug doth mako theo med.  Lur authoused translation makes Festna
usa Lwo oxpresvions to describe Paul's condition ** besido thyself" and
‘“‘mad.” Incach tho words aro teally the samo, and when iv eur
cominon spocch wo say o man 18 ' beside himsolf,” wo are simplir
atating our phtlosophical conception of what madness is  Weo rach
havo a * solf " of which wo are cunscious, which we distingoish from
all clse, and 1 refation to which slone wo can have knowledge of aught
olse. It i 1n relation to this conscious self, that all things aseaume a
definite and lined order, that thero 1s & cosmos, an intelligible uni
verso.  Hlenco, 11 a man loses humself, as wo say is** bevide himeel €
ho has lost his bearings , for ham the cstablistied order of the nuniverse
13 no more, all 1 contuston, Having lust gnp of himuelf and af the
world 11t rolation to hunself, ho has uu test o} reality, o stanelard of
truth, aud becomes a confused dreamer.

Buch a man does Festus considor 'aul to Le one who has shut
himself up to books aml religious speculatives, nntil he has lost his
balance, 18 beside his truo common-sense gelf, and now wutakes the
religrousdreams and wild lsncies of 8 disundered brain for facte. Panl
ho thinks, has got away from hus trus solf, and from that ectablished
ordor of the universo which exists sn the conscivtistc s of vane men
He seoms to 1gnore overythiog iu lifo which
has reality and valuo, and tu be wholly taken

And the bluo sky, and in the mind of man ;
A motion and a spirit that impels

Al thinking things, sll ohjeots of all thoughe,
And rolls thiough all things.”

T can concoive of a person for whom such a passage as this hes
noither sense nor beauty. You ask, ‘* What is tho poot talking
about 1" As far a3 you aro concerned you might as well liston to
somo half-witted fellow. This, however, doos not prove thet the
po_ct’u_trminmnt iy foolish, but cnly that you aro incapable of appreci-
ating i '

Just so, Festus was unable to appreciato the lofty sontiments dnd
supornatural truths Paul was onunciating ir his address, and as wo aro
furlined to thank every one whom we do not undorstand & knave, or &
foal, Featus puts tho most chantablo construction upgn it, and says
* Panl, thou art beside thyself, much learming doth make theo mad."
The tiuo Chinstian whoso citizenship and conversation are ju heaven,
is always boyond the ken of those who are moroly of the carth carthy,
always a pu.zle to them. Men wao alwavs act from iIntorestod
wntivea cannot nnderstand those who havo a 1fty sense of duty end
alwayva follow 1t, no matter what 1t costs them. {thn thoso who are
thomselves wholly <olfish and dishonest see othors actinﬁ honestly and
unseltidhly greatly to their own mconvenicnce atd worldly loss,” they
think that aithor theso men aro fools or olso more consummate knaves
than themselves with somo deep hidden scheino to be fu-thered. It
Festus, who always acts with & view to proferinoat of rank or increaso
of wealth cannot uuderstard how a wman liko Paul can, in his sober
senses, throw away all his prospects as a loarned and influential
Pharisce, to join the despsed sect of Nazarenes.  When youug men
whe are graduates ot leathng Untversities, who have social position,
and brilliant prospecta betore thew, give ap all and, for lovo of God
and httman geuls, bury themselves as inissionaties in Africa or China,
the world calls them funatics, and aocwtyJ‘coplo say . ‘‘Poor fellows,

religion has turned their heads, they are beside
themselves—too much religion has1.ade them

up with tho croations of Ius imagination.

Hore 13 & man who believes that a voive
from heaven liss spoken w him, aud that the
voico 18 that of one Jesus, who was crucific |
and 13 alive again 1 tho Heavens wlho W
Yisves, not only 1n the immortality of the seul,
but in tho resurrection of tho body. Here i
a man simplo enough to beltove nut vuly that
thero 18 a God, but that Ho cares for wien,
loves them and hes mado sacrifice Jur tha
good. Hcre 13 an onthuwast, with sack a
fool’s estunate of tumscit, that ho goes fron,
country to conntry umagming that betause of
na preaching nen will repent and tun to
God and hwve holy jives.  Hero is ono wha
turag asido from ail opportutnies of wealth
or position or honor, and yet amid puiseeu
tions and poverty amagines he has wealtl,
hoyond all tho gt of men, and mure Jhan
miperinl dignity as tho ambassador of i
groster than all the kings of carth !

No wonder that ftum bestus staudjminl
Paul seemed 10 bo 8 madman ;. How wuid
an agnostic Like Festus, who lued wuly fur
the world, whoso only aspiratn was alter
material gain and politds predetineht, uidea
stand ono hko lauk, who lived won.lantly
under the nfluence of the uuscen aud elerual,
and aspired after a nghteousuess that will b

realized 1n 1ts perfection only an the nuw Rrv A Gasvien, B D, Braveion,

hoaven and the new earth b As wull capent
the untutored savage to appreciate Lo Liglusl art, or gome stnpid
ignoramus, who had fieser learned hus lviiers, to wuderstand Shakee

peare.

Men of uie worid wever can waderstand Clstians, nat heing
born agmin they can nusther s sor cate that hagdom of Gnd m
which the Ghnistian bives and aioves aond has ko bung N hinglom
€Al be utderstoud ot apprecisted by thess whu belong tu 8 lower
onder.  Une ol P1ato 8 must Lunoua tiustiatesas o thal of mon whe
had dwelt all thesr ives & cave wath thele Lacks towar] the
entrance, ard hisd neser seon anytung but shadons flitting Vackwar?
aud forward «n the wan vppusite thom,  When pasutis @ine 1~ them
from tho outer world, amt told thea ol the sun and Nwus ant «turs
awd all the beautinl objects that nught Lo scen in their light, they
relused 10 believo — thought that thuse whe brought thew yorh tates
were madwen, and mawtained that the shadows vi Lhe - ave wa't wore
tha only realitios. Plato used these men in tho cave to illustrate
those who are umpnsoncd within the notld of sonse, whe have experi
euce of nothing begond what they ean fed or seo within the limits of
tuno apd spsco — who believo not an the great world of ideas ahove
and beyond the partwuiars — fur whom God and the guod are non
existent.

Take auwother illustration.  The vtdinary mau stands upop an
tsland 1 one of our bLeautifus Mushoha Jahes at sunsel.  I# feelo the
Alr warm and pleasautl.  Hosces an eypanse of natat, soveral islan 1«
of varfmy_ shape, the sun going down belund the distant belt of
ahoro-land, an overhavging aky nith s stecaked Ly mary
ohluﬁmg hue. Tbat hosees aud nothing wore.  But Jt a Werde
worth stand there, and he feels

A *preseuco  that distarbs hun with the oy
Ut etorated theughds & sense sablumge
Ul something far nuac devpis anterfused,
Waase dwelling is the light ol setting sona.
And the round ovwen and the living air,

mad,"

Al thns 15 not to bo woudored at. The
disciple 13 not above his Lerd. Even Jesus
was aceused of having a devil and being mad
by & witked and adultorous gencration who
undorstood Him not. As tho tonants of a
maii-house usually think all others insane but
themsolves, so the poor deranged creatures
whom thp god of this world hath blinded,
who aro living in sclfishness and sit, think
that all thoso who, unlike thomsolves, havo
nisan into the light of God and to a lifo of
herate self-sacnifics aro mad. .

But before wo can say who is beside him
so)f and who 13 not, wo must decide what
the trne solf 1s.  If man isin his essanco a
sentiont being, with reason, and intellectual
facultics aivon only that ho may tho botlor
deviso meaus of gratifyiog the fiesh during the
short term of carthly oaistence, then overy
sane man will avoid pain and scok pleasure
sy evory possible method, inclination will be
supreme and to 1t will be sacrificed any sense
of nght, riches and honour will be striven
after as the best earth can give, while no
chance for thus world wi'l be sacrificed through
any foohish hope of a kingdom of God hereafter

But1f the real self in nian is the spirit, if
ho 18 11 ossence &an immortal being, if the con
ception of God is wrapped up in the very con
scousuess of self, thon the 1ly man who is
nat beaide Ins true self, 18 tho man who makes God the centre of all
hic thanghts, who subordinates flesh to spirit, inclination to right,

timne to cternity—tho man whose ono aim is to develop the true lifo
of the soul and ta this end subordinates all carthly things.

1f the trno self 1% the unmorinl Spnt, capsble of knowing, loving

. and ohaving God, he only 13 a wiso man who cries, ‘*Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do? “~who 18 ready to foreake honses and lands,
richee aud honour, hifo tself, that he may vtay the heavenly vigion and
tind that hio eternal which will bo manifested with Christ in power
awi glory when the world and tho lust thercof have passed away

Ta the man who hasscen tho heavenly vision, to whom the living
Christ has anpearcd, who has recaived a taessago and & command from
the Most High, the whole trameworh of existence, though unchanged
in faet 19 aitogether now 1n purposo aud mesning. HMe, hiuself is no
Touger an atom disregarded amoug thu countless millions, no longer a
wero beasy feft to take h s liccuss in t¥, field of time. Ho is the boloved,
the chosen, the sent of God—an heir of life oterual. Viowing all things
from the staud-point of the life spiritual and eternal, ho fecls that
thera is no madness so great, no delisium so awful ag to negleet tho
eterua) interests of the soul, to mss for cver the goal of Christ iike
perfectian, for the sake of the poor pleasures and honors the world can
give My hearers, among all the mad things you bave erer heard-of,
what £0 mad as to behove in God, and got not live for God.

The wnnhing of the tlesh 18 death, but the minding of the spirit is
lifo and peace. What shall 1t profit a map ifho gain tho whole
warld and loss Iis own soul or self

Lota man gain what ho wl), Jet bim engoy what he may, either of
wealth or pleasure or ul;pluuse. if 1u the process he is narrowing his
«ympathies, deadening is affections, cllppmg the wingsof all GoA-
ward aspration—in s word, slaymghissouland slowly dying the death
oternal © hio can bedesenibed only by those awful words- damned fool

Whersfore my beloved brethren, '~ Be ye not foolish, but under
stand what tho will of the Lord 15, For the world passeth away and
the Inet thereof; but ho that docth the will of God abideth forover,
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