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-,%itlhdrawvn, aiîd 've are broughit face to face Nwith
the fact tliat we are expected to stand alone.

During ail tiiese years

Mucu GOOD WOIîK

has beexi done, seed has been sown 'vhichi has
broughit forth fruit to the glory of God, and our
country is the richer and better to day for the
efforts of those faithful toilers, se many of whoni
have prne to their reward. Several of the churches
organized at the heginning, of the wvork have been
strongholds of Gospel truth for hiaif a century, and
have done much to forîvarc tbe cause of civil and
religieus liberty in our owa land. In sonie locali-
ties 'good lias been done, for which wve, as Congre-
gationa iists, do not have tue credit, froni the fact
that others have corne in and buit upen the
foundation -%vhich wve had laid ; but wve believe
that sonie day those xvlio began and these %vlio
finish, shall rejoice together over 'vork done in a
comin on cause, for a common Master.

Wlîile we tharîk the Lord for wliat lias been
donc, we cannot forget

TUiE DIFFICULTIES

under wvhich the 'vork lias been accomiplislied, nor
the burden of care which lias se of ten rested upen
those who seuglit te prosecute it. Briglit hopes
of success were too of ten followed by disappoint-
nient. It was liard to see promising fiehds open
before them, upon wvhichi they were net able te
enter for want of ineans, or sorne long-estiablislied
mission given up for the sanie reason. Whether
our people have always donc ail they miglit for
home missions, 1 cannet judge, but eue thiug
whichi 1 think bas retarded Our grrowth, as cein-
pared wvith other denominations, is the faet tlîat
'%ve have received so few accessions f rom iimmigra-
tien. Congregationalists of England belon-, as a
rifle, te the ceinfortable iniddle class, ivlîe do not
emîigrate. In other denerninatiens the wvealthy
brin" wVith them the means te, support the churcli
te wvhich the poorer Block as tic churchi of their
fathers, se that in both numbers and money they
have outstripped us. We are stihi, in Canada
to-day, a littie Hlock, yet I firnîly believe, net
without influence and a power for good, for the
use of which God wvill hold us respensible. I do
net believe that our usefulness as a denomninatien
is doue. The principles wlîich 've uphold are net
dtcad. Let us be loyal te thern, faithful te the
trust Christ has gi yen us, and, building u pon the
founidation already laid, carry on to, perfection the
work se nobly begun.

The practical question ;vhich faces us te-day is
"Whîat can we do te help ?" First of ail], as Con-

gregyational churches in Canada, whiether sehf-sup-
porting or mission churches, we need te take more
interest in eaci other. The bonds of outward

orgaizatiOn whliciî unite us are se very sliiit,
tliat unless wve are hield togrether hy the cords of
Chîristian love and syrnpathy, we drift apart. This
inakes it ail the more necessary tiîat wve do ail we
can te strengthien tiiose cerds.

Tn 1,7iis'r S-riep

is te know more about eachi other. Iîndiference
resuits f roni ignorance; knowledge begets interest.
XVe realize this in our fereigun wvrk, and wve distri-
bute missienary literature aîîd niaps, obtain visits
fromni nissienaries, and iii varieus wvays try te keep
our people inforrned witlî regard te tie work.
Why net use the saine mieans with regard te our
home missions? I behieve this is wvork wiiichi our
Ladies' Auxilaries miight take up, and if it erig-
inated wvitli theni the wliole çhîurch wvouId feel the
effect. As a XVonîan's Boar-d we are organized te
support the honie-woriz as wveII as the foreign.
Then 'vould it net be iveli, if at our Auxiiiary
meetings wve slîould spend a part of the time in a,
study of the lionie field? For wvant of proper
niaps let us mnake tiien ourselves, by precurixîg
geod railroad maps, learning in senie 'vay the
locality of our different churches, and nîarking
theni in. Tiien let us study the, history of these
churches; wvriting te theni if necessary fer mîater-
ial. Some of theni iiay be struggling against
great difficulties. Mayof the weak country
clîurches have given of tieir best life te neurishi
and build up the city cliurches. It ivill do us
good te know their cireuistances and synipathize
withi tlîem. If soiue of our clîurclîes are beiîîg
blessed wvith prosperity, and are enjoying God's
presence and lus blessiug upen tlîeir labors, it is
well for us te know it, tlîat we miay rejeice with
those that rejeice.

IF A REAL INTERE5T

in our denominational wverk is thus aroused among
US, it wiil surely folle'v tlîat increased gifts vi il
fleov inte tue treasury, and our work be ne longer
hampered for wvant of îîîeaîîs te carry it on. Ami
as we give te the cause let us be niere eaî-nest ini
prayer te God for an out-peuring of lis Spirit
upon our churclies. Wiat we need meost of ail te
strengtlîen our hands and encourage eur hearts is
a deep aud thorougli revival of religion, more con-
fidence in our Ahuighity Heavenhly Fatiier, and ini
our personal. ieviîig Savieur, whio lias said, Il Lo, 1
arn with you alway, even unte the end of the
wvorid.' XVe must have less of self, less of wor]d-
liness, more of Christ in our hearts, more readi-
ness te undertake wliatever task He bas assigned
us. Difficulties miay ho in the wvay, and daî-k
clouds seemü te liangy over our path, but when
throughi the workings of God's Spirit in our rnidst,
we sec precieus seuls being le te Christ (as we
saw hast week in our little chuî-cl in ]3ewmanville),


