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snicl as the clictiical indiustry, and tliat educationists
-as a body coiniiiend it for Uts greatei- simplicity, and for
the titue tixat would bc saývedl if il. wcrc titivcrsalh'i
adopted. As %ve have before said, the renson wlvl the
Eiglisli-speaintg peopleC have siot adoptcd the, systcnm
hLforc nlow is that hierctofore thev hxave lîcld stici a
predoininance in niinuîfacturiing, especiallv in the textile
and engineering trades, tui iliir ncasuircs hiave not
only bceen undcrstood b>' alînost ail the wvorld, but hiave
govcrned the systcmi of mecasuires cvcn in inetrie cotîn-
tries. But the Anglo-Saxon peoples no longer hold a
inunopoly, of nxiantifacturing-, and this fact is bccornxig
thorotiglly appreciated ini Great ]3ritain if not in the
United States. It %vil be appreciatcd in the latter
colintry as soon as its foreign tradk reacties neýarly the
p)roportions of tixat of Great Britaiti."

Returning to Mr. Dale's ctier, wve inust acccpt
lus correction regarding thie stattus ot the Britishi repre-
suntations at thxe International Coilgress on cotints of
varn. we believe it to he a fact nleverthecless that the
ni1ajorit>' of those cngaged in textile manuifactures in
(3rcat l3ritin--especialtly thiose ctngagcd in foreigai trade
-arc in synipathy %vitlî tite rcconinîendatioxs of thiat
coiîgress. The following i.; a report of the conclusions
of the coligress as publishied ini the preface of a pamiphlet
coutiining thc )rol>ose(l talels, conîpiled b), :McLeinnani,
Blair -& Co., yarn mnerchaxits, of Glasgow:

AIl tlic varied systerns of cotints of yarn have. cvideîitly
been crcated by the spinacrs aîîd reclers for tlicir own coi%-
vc:iienice, and are adapted to the special inatcriais and thick-
iiess of yarn iviith Nviich they are intcnded to dcal. Vcry
k fi-vi thcn arc dectinal. Little regard lias bccn paid to the
c'ýiivciîiencr of maitufacturers, particularly 10 tiiose wlio pro-
duce goods wlicrc seî'cral classes of yarn arc used fin the
,aille fabric For facility of export to foreign countries, tio
cosisideratioî lins been given -at ail. Titis confuscd state oi
«'nuiits is productive of înuclt unnccessary labor. Tite urgent
tned of the tride, is a systeri of counîts which wvill embrace
;til classes of varais, be couxvcnient for tlie spnxradrecler,
-iiid also for ilie mîanufacturer, and which ivili be understaod
in atil ennuitries. Cousit being the rclntionsl of lctigtl to
weiglii. it is obvious thnt ziuclî a systeni could not bc attaiiued
tuiilcs. îlue:rc wcre olle uiiuforni sysienm of weights andl inca1-
sures. Tite ".ltric" systemi of weighîts nui mecasures is sO
î,erfect, andi bas bcu adolpttd so wvidcly. tlîat it forns tilte
niost suitable basis for a iiforîn systeni of couints of yartis.
Severi coludeceiccs have bect hield ou Ibis sinbjcct, tilt illost
rc.cenui besing iliat tif Paris, fii 190, whctre it was a.grectl, dta
Ille best sysîcîn Nvas tlint of a fixed weight, and( a variab)le
~t'unllt lcngili. rtue unit wvas fi\ed nt i ietre, cqual to i
grain. Nussuber i wautld men that a lengtlu of i inetre

wrul uighi grain; nuunxibcr Zoo waould be 100 inectres per
grain, etc. Exceptio~n was a.llovcd for raw and tlîrowui
silks, tt, etablc %tic cjuflî to show tlw degrcc of variation and
irrveudar aiîci.,reî tc, thin class ni% ninterial. Tite systern
agrecd tspun it unbat case was, au the coiitrary. that af a fuiced
ltengîlu andi ., aîal cousit weilglîu. l'le lenigul of skein

a<b> ;tc i.î..o iinctrcs. and Ille uiut of welght tit ý, déci-
Rr-a"'. tls tile cousui oif a silk'us exprcssed Iby thc iiutuber
(J 1- décigrainis wluiclî a leuiguls ot 450 nittres wcighs. The
i7ui il' Ilnternationail Mà\ctric Sý-stcni wvs aiso Io bc iridicatcdi
Mli tlir bulletin, A\s the uid sy3lenis oi catilîts have sorte
trelîiîical colnvelijenccs* Uic3' nul lio dotibt in niany cases fi

some tirnc bc retaînced., A principal object of tic prescuit
scries of tables is to euîable spiiiîncrs auîd reclers, ivitit case
tÔ mark on tiucir packagcs and invoices, iii addition to tht
local cout, thc equivaîctît in the flîîcratioisal Metric Sys-
teili. Titis weould facililtate the expert trade, and bc conveui-
ent for aIl calculations itiade iii miores asîd grains. Foûr
single yartîs tic Iletric Systeni requires niu explanation. 17or
folded yarlis tlîe Congress decidcd, tlîat the uiuinber sluouîd
induicate tlie coutiplicd thrcad, li0 inattcr of lho% nîaniy strands
ià iîiay bic fornied, or wviat uîîay bce tlîc cous o! tliese diffur-
ent cleuxents.

The vcry confusion in varn couints, so»%cll set forth
by Mr. Dale, is te best argument duit cati po7ssibly bic
tised for a tniiversal cotint based on the ixetric systeni.
If it werc adopted b>' Great Britain and the United
States, tlic largest textile jnntiufacturing nations iti the
%vorld, il %wotld ini a comnparaive>' short tiuîxe becouxe
practically tniversal. No sucli-universalit>' can be hoped
for wîhile the Britishx and Americaît people have in thecir
own trades so inany different systeins. At te tvorst it
wvould oxxly add one more systeni to the lhundred already
in use iii varions cotintrics; at the bcst it wotild nxerge
themi into one ratioxial systeni, understood by the whole
%vorid, and froni wvhicli calculations eau be more casily
mîade than b: any otlxeý systein.

As for B3ritish textile opinion, we wvould caUl Mr.
Dale's attention to the fact tîxat at thxe annixal meeting
of the British Silk, Association, jtist lcd, the falloîving
resonuion %vas adoptcd by a unanitnous vote-

flxat tixis meeting o! thîe Silk Association desires
to re-affirni tixat as one uniforni international standard
of weiglits and niensures wvould bic of great assistance
to tlxc silk isidustr>', the Association desires to urge the
£iecessity for .,Nl.. Goveriincut promnoting legislation
providing for the comiptlsory adoptioni o! the mectric
-systein of tveiglits and mecasures."

As for fLritish opinion iii othier departmnents ôf the
textile trades, wc quote the followving fran an article
in the Textile Ac¶rcury, written as a comment on the
book publislicd by M.Nessrs. Halsey and Dale:

~Front. the tone of the book wve question whether the
ainhors have graspcd the înctrîc systent tlîoroughly, or
~-tlether îiîey have yci. ever purchased. articles in countries
whiere it is practised. If they hiad, certain staternents w'oîld
probably not have been uatie-for instanîce, that tic retail
buyer purclîasing clouli tould ask for s/zoths of a yard
iuîsteati of a liaif, aîîd so on. As a uxatter of fact suici
cunibersonie fractions are nue more used ie~hre the inetric
systemi prevails than tluy are iii 'Euîglaiîd or Arnerica;, peo-
ple buyiuig iii shops ask for a "Iitl inetre>' of clouli, or
.'qitarter kilo" of tea, as would bc the case i the systei
caxîte in use here. Furthcr, the authors are not quiue fair
iii coutrasting tilt divisions of Engil with those oî the
incurie systenu, for, wlile they*givc the latter in fui! tliey
do not give those of tic former. \Ve wonder, for instance,
wliether they have hîcard of tlue foot, or tue indrcd-weiglit.
lit the textile trades the yard anti the inch. arc mostly ilscd,
the-fornier for indicating the lcugtli' of the piecces> and the
latter for tic wvidth ai a piece, tvlie the nîctrc inpractical
use is the rneasure o! length, and the centimetre the meastire
of tvidth, tht centinhetrc being equally as good a measure
o! the numnber o! pieks in a cloth as an inch. The authxors


