THE CATHOLIC REGISTER,

The Columbian Catholic Congross.

The World’s Fair in Clucago is tho
groctest faot in the world's history,
and the Columban Catholic Congress
was tho greatest faot of the World's
Fair. Tho White City in South Park
will mark a now apooh in the history
of human progress. The Columbian
Catholio Congress will have oponed a
now ora in tho Justory of the Catholie
Church,

It was altogother fitting that thero
should be a Catholic Congress during
the World's Fair in Chueago. This
is the way a great secular paper—the
Chicago Flerald—puts iv: ¢ At the
closo of a beautiful bine Junoe day just
220 ycars ago, whon the new world
was but a sleeping forest, peopled only
by & copper colored raco, barbarous
and orucl, a small bircl bark canoe,
in whioh was a little Land of hardy
ponecrs, flosted down the Chicago
river, and was beached vpon what is
now the site of the great city of
Chicago, There wero four men
that canoo, two Indians and two white
men, Lhe Ilattor being Father Mar-
quette, the famous Josuit, and his
faithful companion, IFather Joliot.
Yesterday motning,” continues the
Herald, ** in tho Hall of Columbus in
the Memorial Art Palace on the lake
front, porhaps on the very spot where
the old Jesuit cried to the red men:
¢ Peace be with you, and peace be with
your people,’ the ropr en'atives of the
great Papal Chuesle wers gathored to
cry out to the world tuo satne words
uftered over two centuries ago by the
Jeauit missionary : * Peace to ali
men.’ "

Yes; this was tho greeting given
by the Catholic Congress, and the
peace it offered it was able to give;
and this is why that congress of
Cathiolic laymen was the greatest fact
of the World's Fair. The momentous
significance of tho Congress is precisely
this, that it was a3 representative
agsembly of tho Catholir laity. Eec-
clesiasties indeed were there in num-
bers and strength and dignity ; several
hundred priests, over twoaty Bishops,
eight Archbishops, the illustrious head
of the American Hierarchy, Cardinal
Gibbons, and the distinguished repre-
gentative of Leo XIIL, Archbighop
Satolli, Delegate Apostolic to the
United States. But priests and pro-
lates united in saying that thoy did
not como to the Conyress to speak or
direct or preside: they c¢ame to see
and hear thechosen layrepresentatives,
the parliament of the great Catholic
peoplo: they came to nassist and
encourage tho Oongress by their pre-
gonce : they camie, not to teach, but
tolearn. Truly s momentous change,
a now doparturo, 8 new era in tho life
and action of the Catho' s Church.

But may it not be, too, a dangerous
pracedent, an overturning of order, an
abuge of power? No; it is only a
mos; striking proof, evident to all, of
tho splendid liberality and magnificent
confidones of dogmatic authority, and
of the wholesouled, genorous loyalty
of Cathelio obedionce. Priests and
prolates show how they trust thair
people ; and the people, in their chosen
reprasentatives, show to the world
how worthy they are of their brave
confidence, and how they appreciate
this large-minded religious freedom.

i most

Tho entire Columbian Ixposition is
n aplendid bonediction of tho Catholie
Church in her relation to human pro
gress.  8ho has beon acoused of bang
hostile or indifferent to buman learn
ing, soiunce and art. Hore in her
answer. Mcn beliove now in what
thoy sco. Lot thom see in tho Catho
lio Educational Iixhibit what the
Catholic Church has done, ard is
doing, in the causo of mental culture.
Lot tho treasurcs of La Rabida and
the invontion of Jesait astronomors
toll thom what tho Church has dune,
and is doing, for scienco; and lot the
old masters tell thom in painting,
soulpturoc and musio, that without the
Church's ancouzagoment and fostering
caro thore would be no Fino Arts
Buailding at all.

But the modern cry aguinst the
Catholic Churchi is ** clorical domina-
tion "~ lennemi c'est lr clericalisme—
and this clerical domination, they say,
is tho cnemy of all sociel and ecivil
progress. Threo thousand Catholio
freemen burl back this ory as o false-
hood from the Congress Hall in
Chicago ; und not only so, but these
ropresentative Catholic laymen tell the
world that they bad come together
with the blessing of the Catholio
Chiurch to discuss, with perfect free-
dom, somo of the most important
problems of socinl and civic progress.

But the peouliar power of the Con-
gress was not that its members came
togather to diesuss social questions or
solve social problems. Indeed the
romarkablo and sgignificant
featuro of the Congrosswai the absencs
of all discussio:, There was no nced
for discussion in a Catholic Congress.
These three thousand men thoroughly
agreed on social principles, and cor-
dially accopted the only true solution
of social problems. The highest and
best authority on earth had spoken,
and the members of the Catholic Con
gress had not only read and studied
and understood Pope Leo's Letters—
they had lived thom, and bad put the
great principles of these luminous
Letters into practice. They came to
Chicago to report progress on the
complete success of tho solutions Pope
Leo had given, and to encourage each
other in the glorious practical work of
applying those infallible remedies to
the buried ills of the social organiswm.

When Pope Leo’s representative,
Archbishop 8atolli, summarized ina
splondid address the tcaching of his
Master in social questions, the hearty,
earnest outburst of applause thut
greeted his words came from mea
who not only accepted these pr..
ciples, but had applied th:em, and hud
proved their truth by practical experi-
once. ‘ Thero .re three clements of
social order,"* said the Apostolic Dele-
gato, *‘und threo prinoiples of social
actios. Tue threo elements of social
order ara: God, man, aud nature.
Tho three principles of social action :
eternal trath, correct thought, and
rightly directed will.” To a non-
Catholic audience these golden words
might scem the tinsel of abstract
theories. To the men of the Catholie
Congrass the Delegate's words wero
inestimablo treasures, that thoy knew
from exporience would purchase social
suceesa.

The members of the Oatholic Uon-
gress did not comne wo Clucago to talk,

nor cven to listen.  They woro essen.
tinlly and intenscly praotical men;
they crme to Chicago to work, and
their work was dono In tho committes
rooms, where tho saveral societies
hold their meotings. There thoy re-
ported progress, oxchanged idess, and
compared and perfected plans of action.
Thenee they departed, with renowed
strength snd sublimo purpose, as truo
apostles of socinl progross, civic pros-
perity and national peace. Theso
Catholio luymen took up the parable
that two Jesuit missionaries first
preached in Chicago, and went to
their homes to preach by personal
action thoe gospel of peaco to all mon;
continuing tho good work the brave
Sous of Loyola began—the work the
Sons of Loyola arc doing to-day nll
over tho world.

The Hon. Wm. J. Onahan of Chi-
cago has wisely planned, and brought
to sucoessful issue many o noble
work ; but the crowning glory of his
organizing wisdom and exquisite tact,
graceful cloquence and ocharming
mannors must ever bo—the Columbian
Catholic Congress.
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Dying Out.

Tho Cunadian Churchman, while
honoring us with a reference to our
conclusions drawn from the admission
of Rov. Dr. Douglas—that the New
England pur sang race is dying out—
says: ** A certain soi-disant Catholic
print, published in Canada, has re-
cently crossed swords gleefully with
Rev. Dr. Douglas,” eto. What ob.
jection can the so-called Canadian
Churchman find for withholding our
title of Catioric Reatsten, or seeking
to deprive us of a local habitation and
a name? A churchman ought to
oxercise o little charity towards its
contemporaries, and not act the proud
Phariseo in thinking itself botter than
the rest of mankind, or even this
Recister.

Tue Catnoric Recister had no in-
tention of crossing swords with the
Montreal preacher on the necessity of
doing sometbing towards the promo-
tion of social purity, or of warning its
readers against a sin that called down
Heaven's vengeful fires on seven
wicked and adulterous cities.

It morely accopted the statistics
given in proof of the mighty intluence
which Catholic teachings and dis-
ciphne wield in saving socioty from
the unnatural and horrible crime of
feticide.

The words of the Montreal doctor
wore : ** It is thus seen that the out-
castg of I'urope and the inferior races
of this continent are going in two
generations to possess the land, and
all by reason of the crime that accepts
marital relations, but rejects the ro-
sponsibilities through devices that
I rofuse to suggest or narie—a crimo
that strikes at the very heart of the
church, as well a8 in the world,
victous and degraded.”

The Canadian Churchman, far from
joining in the honest effort of the Rev.
Dr. Douglas to suppress a orime so
sbominable aud 8o widespread in the
New kngland States, makes light of
the subjeot and ridicules any attempt
at moralizing on facte and drawing
inferences. It says that it regards
man only a8 a reproductive animal
amongst other animals; so that his
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powers may be compared with theso
of cats, rabbits, aparrows, ete. It 18
quite another question whether the
rapid incrense of certain races and
types of mankind is any moro desirabio
than thet of certain lower animals or
birds.

The writer in the Canadian Church.
man muat belong to the Darwininn
school of Infldels, that sets no more
value on a human being 1ade unto
the image and likoness of God than
it drvg upon the brute beast that was
oreated for man's use and benefit.  If,
as gomo theologians mumtain, the
myriads of fallen angels who wers
cast out of Heaven are to be replaced
by faithful souls washed and sanctified
ie tho blood of tho LambL; andif the
rays of infinite mercy, slreamung from
the piorced heart of tho all-atiming
Victim on Calvary, were to penetravo
tho uttormoat parts of the carth and
bring salvation to every soul mado for
Heaven and for undying glory i the
Kingdom of God then, indeed is it
of the vory greatest importaunce to pro-
servo human life, and prepare souls
for their overlasting destinies. How
any Ohristian poriodical with the
titulus coloratus, or suspicion at least
of being a church organ, can lower
itself to 8o deep o level n3 to comparo
human life with ¢¢ the rapid increase
of lowor animels or birds'* is to us in-
comprehonsible.

Tho Churchman again betrays crass
obtuseness of intellect when it can
not sece the difference botween the
Frenchman of Canada and his brother
in fiurope. The Kuropean French-
man, it says, is notorious for * the
dying out phenomona ; they are almost

as famous, or infumous, as the tyrical
Now Zealander. So there is nothing
in the argument against Dr. Douglas
on that score,”

Tue Catuoric Rremyrnr maintains
that there ir everything in the argu-
ment on that score. Is the Church-
man not aware that the European
France i3 just as notorious for its
infidelity, and its hostility to Church
discipline, as it is for the * dyiog
out” infamy? The Frenchman in
Canada eacaped the lessons taught in
the schools of Voltaire, Diderot and
Jean Jacques Rousseau. The Fronch
in Canada did not participate ir the
horrors of tho French Rovolr on;
they are not the heirs and inheritors
of Robespierre and his colleagues, who
ninssacred the priests, made war upon
the Christian name, and worshipped
tho goddess of Reason.

The Churchmas seems to have
ndopted the principles of Chauvinism
with those of Darwin and Ilerbert
Spencer, when it sets no more value
on & human soul than it docson the
instinet of self-preservation besiowed
upon cats and dogs.

Parsonal.

The Rev. Father O'Neill, C.S.B.,
bas returned to Plymouth, England,
baving sailed yesterday by the Ameri-
can Line from New York. He is
accompanied by Mr. MeNulty of Nor-
wood, Unt., who goes to take a position
on the stafl of Beaconfield Oollege,
which is in the charge of the Basilian
Fathers.

On Saturdsy last we were favu‘red
with a call from the Rev. Dr. Marner,
parish priest of Kilkeel, Iraland, who
18 on his way to Chicago and Califor-
nia. An interesting conversationalist
and an ardont Homo Ruler he spoke
in feeling and hopeful terms of the
prospects of the dear old land, whose

cause he thought was healthier thaw
at any previous time,



