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eaid of Ifim—* thc brightness of the Father's 1 sin?"  Of the influence and agency of Saty
glory, and the express image of his person”— | he could say, “The prince of this worll come
what is unfolded in the preceding chapter i and hath nothing in me.”  OFf his own gn

concerning his character and oftices, and what |
is still to be dwelt upon throughout the epistle. |

Let us, in this discourse, speak concerning .
those oftices or titles, by which the Son of
God, in his mediatorial work, is here desig- ¢
nated. He is called the .ipostle and Jlgh
Priest of our profession. 43)‘ His agency, |
life and value are imparted to mur profession, |
and those principles of hclief, and precepts of |
boly walk and conversution, which are unfold-
«d in His revelation, are hereby not receiv- |
ed by us in vain. In fact, it is the pointing |
out and illustrating Christ’s dignity and supe- |
riority and claims over others, in respect of |
executing these offices, which occupies more
ar less the doctrinal portion of this Epistle.

1. Clurist is the Apostle. This is the only
passage where Christ is <poken of s an apos- l
tle. Itis used with reference to his baving
been sent into the world on a mission. John
x. 36 : and xvii. 18, But the sacred writer
ititroduces and dwells upon this topie in allu-
sion to Moses. ‘This great prophet, however,
is not directly called an apostle; but, it is
plaialy implied in Fxodus iii. 10,15, Now,
the apostle had rcasons for bringing forward
this topic in the course of his argument. The |
Jews mach valued their religious system on
many accounts: they gloried in many facts
wiich had marked its development. As an
iustance of which, they pointed to the dignity
aad cminence of the founder of their economy,
by whose instrumentality they were prepared
for ranking among the nations, and who was
the medium of such sublime instruciion.
Deut. xxxiv. 10, 12.  But the apostle shows,
that the Lord Jesus Christ, in the new dispen-
sation, sustains a rank and oflice, stmilar to
the great Jewish law-giver ; but much supe-
rior in dignity, authoiity and claims. Like
Moses, Christ was a prophet; but he was the
bearer of clearer and plainer communications
of heavenly truth. There had been the twi-
light, inereasing and expanding to « the per-
feet day.” There had been a series in “ the
revelation of Jesus Christ”—portions of hea-
venly light had marked the epochs of the
world’s history. At length the ¢ Light” of
the warld—the “Sun of righteousness” arose,
and shed over the divine economy a light
which cxcelleth.  Clrist gave to the world, a
brighter manifestation of the divine glory,
and a greater display of the divine love. He
was indeed ¢ that prophet who should come
into the world,” and in him the idea of a true
prophet was realized in all its entireness. Ilis
preaictions were faithful and true—his teach-
ing was authoritative—and his declarations
coneerning God and human duty, were most
clear and convincing. Moreover, his life
among the people, was an exemplification of
his devotion to the work he was sent to per-
form, and a mauifestation of all virtues, sacred,
social, and personal. 'To his bitterest cnemies

cious miission of love and condescension,
could say, * My meat is to do the wili of by
that sent me, aud to finish his woilk.,” T8
this, everything e sand or done was rendered
subservient.  Whereser he was, or in why
ever circumstances placed, he never forgo
that his * hingdom was not of this wgll”

But, whilst his path was marked with g
tive, persevering virtue, he maintaindd o
ual communjon with his  heavenly Faly
Publie things and public duties did nat oceu
all lis time.  Follow Lim to the mountin'@
solitude, notice the places, oceasiuns, nf
times, which he selected for devotion; ap
learn, how deep the impostance—how ¢ Ly
the duty of prayer to Gud, and that tos, whe
no haman eve sees yuu, and when the world
cares and vanities are shut out !

But whilst he abiude on earth in human fomg
carrying on that gracious work, which w
present to his mind in the recesses of ap
cternity, he ** made himself of no reputatio
in the estimation of this world's wisdom,
was made under the law. e did not reig
but he obeyed—be did not }ve a life of con
fort and dignity, hut one of poverty and s
deniai—he submitted to the ills of himari§
—inade himself dependent upon the boung
of others for a precarious and scanty fure,a
“was in alt points tempted as we are"—;
without sin.  And what instances of beaerd
lence and tenderness does his earthly lifee
Libit? He was ever abroad on lis work
mercy, and all classes scemed to engage B
attention and to shure his compassion.
him the afflicted found a comfort and a solsy
he hushed the cries of pain—lrightened |
languid brow of sickness—and set free
captives of death. And how condescendi
in the Saviour of the world to be ** mi-Ii§
his brethren,” in that * he wept with t
who wept,” and was seen as one who g
thized with man, and partook of humais
sibilities !

But, in any consideration of the officess
character of Christ Jesus, we shall cend
form inadequate notions thercof, and
short of perceiving the benefits of bis izg

sosition, and his suitableness to our condii
if we confine attention simply to that b
ence, he rendered to God, and to these s
of kindness he performed for man
great design of his being sent into the s
was, not only to show to us a pattern of
ness, but also, to meditate between God
man—to he * wounded for our trangresd
to be bruised for our iniquities, and 103
the chastisement of our peace laid upon
“All we like sheep have gone astmy
have turned every one to his own w3
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity
all.”” Itisin this view of his work t
is to be considered as the * High P
our profession.” 'l'o a brief considers

=

ke could say, “Which of you convinceth me of

which we now proceed.



