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to work and cut up the Sevipture narra-
tive, retaining what suits theiv purpose
and rejecting as unreliable and fictitious
those portious which clash with their fav-
erite theovies, is a hard puzzle to others
who deman } that the whele Biblical tes-
timony coucerting the Lord Jesus be ac-
eepted or none of it,

What consistency is there in this
mode of procedure, which aceepts the
apostolical records so far as they relate
fo the lite aud character of Cheist 5 but
feject the account of flis amgin, mission
and work.

It is painful to the followers of the
Lord Jesus—to those who have felt the
birden of sin—who have groaned be-
neath its crushin«v weight, to hear the
Saviour reviled. Bug the fiereest onsets
of infidelity. the boldest assanits o' ra-
tionalism need not disturh, weaken or
overihrow the Christian’s faith.

The encmies of the religion of the
efess are numerous ; but their weapons
hitherto have been directed as much
agaiist each other, and with as powerful
effect, as against the Goxpel and its
Sun and centre the Lord Jesus Christ.

This question through its antiquity has
uot lost aught of its mterest.  Nor can
it, 50 long as saved and unsaved sinners
dwell on the earth.

It is not an inquiry of purely specu-
lative interest ; for it would matter little
to the mass of mankind whether it re-
eeived any attention; but u guestion
apon which man's happiness m this life
and endless bliss depend.

Let our first inquoivy be:  What think
ye of Clwist ; the von of man?

Modern infidelity in the main admits
the fuct of Christ’s existence, although it
does violence even to His humanity.

It agrees with the Christian Church
in assentmn' that Christ was the son of
man; but denics His stainless purity,
«hd refuses to sec in Him one who' ad
absolately perfect. It however’ lads
the medkness, forbearance, génerosity
gad self sacrifice manitested in His life—
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and in eloquent language renders tribute
to the inimitable excellence of His char-
acter.

Surely that life whl(.h compels even
its foes to acknowledge its unequalled
greatness, if not divine, must at least be
possessed of goadness to which no other
human being can lay ciaim,

Follow the Saviour from Ilis child-
hood, until His death upon the cross
and you cannot discern even the sem-
blance of a stain upon Hi- unsulliea
lite.

What highber ideat of exceltence and
holiness can human thought conceive of
than that which was manifestud in the
lite and work of the Lord Jesus 7

In carly youth displaying 2 wisdom
that astoni<hied and confonnded those
who were regarded as the most learped
of their age; and yet He sought uot to
be the companion of the wise and great,
Despised and rejected of men ; }et He
clings to those who spurn Him \vnh ui-
diminished affection.

Possessed of ~upelhuman power; yet
He never exercises His boundless might
in His own behalf. At mis command
the water became wine. and the few
loaves and fishes increased until hungry.
multitudes were fed and twelve baskets
of fragments remained ; but He wrought
no mu'u,k, to allay ®is own thirst, or ap-
pease His own hunger. At mis bidding
the ‘stormy sea sank into a pmceful
calm : bat wheqp the fierce wrath of men
and devils aaz‘nwd uim, He quells it hot
by that ummp sence which could have
annilubisted tie hosts of earth and bell,
ue eonld have consaured, but He' pitied
~ <pared, wnd ~ought to conquer by
love: At {fis command the dumb spike
-—the deat’ heard —ine blind saw—2the
latne walked—the leper was cleans-
ed—the palsied frune felt cven the gldw
of health-—hie most inveterate and incur-
able disease~ vanished, and the dead
were testored 1o life.

Yet He performed no miracle for His
own comfort or relief. He sought by



