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two wavs in whici the whlicolee hîuman famrily gr et f.iet that Ie who was hi the forri e
nre walkmng, and two gates thoa h whi ic h (;d. and oual withu God, took uponi ili
they lire enterinlg, eithee tg) a life of ereim st- the forms of a nervant, and subnitted to Ù.
img iiha)Ippuic or endless misery. These i eifixii, that lie aight make atoiemurnt f.r
wasv. ar*e said Lo be, the one a broid %Va, ain i sin, und wvork out a perfect rightCousnls
the other a nairrow way: the one is a wide and becomheti author of eternal salvatin
gate, and the other a strait one. In the to ail who believe on His nane ;-sutcih a
broad way and gare, n.im are said, niay, do doctrine as this puresents to the eye of huma
prefer, to travel, because they find it colpt- rasn a subjet t transcendantly aiîazing,ratively casy, and without iediets. It deeply mvs÷erious, and difhicult of creden.
is smooth and inviting. Thev are carried Also,' the doctrine connected with that of
along like a vessel before the bree:e. iln thiis justificationi by thith without the deeds ofthe
ve have the character of the Godiless and the law, bv the iniipliuteI muerits of alim " wio isformalist in religion. The one is " liviig the en'd of the law l'or rigiteousness to ever-
without God and without hope in the worll," one that believeth." These and ail otiher pe'.
-carried through life aindst its business and culiar ,doctrines of the Gospel exhibit a sus.
cares regardless of thel "one thing necdful," ten so humibling to the pride of nain _'A
or the salvation of his imnmortal soul; while incomprelensive to carnal reason, that no.
the formalist is quite content with thie forai thing less than the teaching of the great Gri
of godliness, wlicli is ail that le seeks to Himself, in the work and influences of the
possess. His religion consists merely of Holy Spirit, eau open a way for tlheir recep.
easy and burdenless services, which do not tion, or produce a willingness to embrace
cause hini any great trouble to perforai. The theni as truc, or submit to them as the prin.
religion of sucli a professor has nothing vith ci1les of their faith and obedience. Thiat the
the pain of self-mortification, withI " the religion of Jesus Christ presents its princi.
plucking out of a riglit eye," or " the cutting ples under the emblem okI "a narrow way and
off of a rigit land." lis is a most couve- a strait gate," will appear further when 1
nient religion, accommndating itself to the consider, in the
inclination and the varied circunstances of 2nd place, The services which it requir,its possessor; and while it exem pts from ev- and more especially the restraints which a
cry severe restraint, it also soothes and sup- imposes.-The gospel does not only prohibit
ports with the apparent prospect of glory and ail intemperance of actual and lawful enjoy.*blessednîess througli eternity. No wonder, ments and pleasures, but ail irregularity of
then, that many prefer " the broad way and the thoughts, and ail inpurity of desýire and
the wide gate" of a mere formal but Christ- affection. It prohibits not only what is pos.
less religion; but, alas! they will find, from tively sinful in heart and conduct, but ce'n.
bitter aud dear-bouglht experience, that " the j thing that is calculated to lead to the coi.
vay of transgressors is liard," and iill lcari, mission of sin; yea, the very appearance ef

also, at the last, that " the end of these things sin. Iere, theni, the life of the real Chri.
is death." But there is another way and tian is one continuouus waifare-a strugglig
another gate of a very different descri'ption, between nature and grace-the flesh lustirg
which our blessed Lord proceeds to describe in against the spirit, and the spirit strivig

Verse 14th. "I Because strait is the ylite against the flesi: ini short, bis lfe is a cours
and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, of constant watcifulness and of painful arà
and few there be tlatflnd il." laborious exertion. Our Lord cvideutly re.

In thtis case, the entrance is narrow and of fers here to the comnenccment of the Chri.
difficult approach. The wav is like the ascent tian's course of trust and self-denuials: lie
up a steep and craggy nountainous pass, re- ej oins us to "enfer inz." In St. Luke's g
quiring constant and laborious exertion. pe1, in the parallel passage to this, there isu
Under the emblem of a strait gate and a nar- much stronger terni used than here, "to er,
row way, ve have given us a representation ter in." There it is, " Strive to enter," whicd
of loly zeal and saving religion. It cannot in the original Greek, is far more expressinu
be said of the religion of Jesus Christ, that thian the Englislh translation. Thtis " stiir4
there is in its principles anything unreason- to enter" evidently has a refereiie to the nk
a ble or impracticable. The'difficulties which tional contests in the games of ancient Greect
attend it arise not fron the severity of its I We are commanded to "agoize"-for Ilth
restraints, but solely from the weakness and is literally the expression made use of. l
.îickednuess of the depraved heart of Iin. ' tihis siirit of agIoizing, 'eae to sti
Vet the religion of Clirist may truly b( said i al the exertion of which our natt
to be a " strait*gate and narrow way," when sanctified and strengtlened by divine gract
we consider, Is capable, bv the mnaintenîanîce ofi a resoluti

lst. Tle doctrines which it presents as the and unvieldiing resistance to sin, in cer
ibject of our faith.-Thl'ue docthrine afi the form, wiefther within or withcut us. T
Cross is especially a hard doctrine to believe necessity of such a " strivinîg" iill clerl
in, for those whob woauld follow Christ as Ilis appear if we conider the dilliculties to
disciples. It was a stumbling-block to the surnonted, the temptations to be coitent
Jews, and fooishîess to the Grecks. The ed with, the enernies to be resisted, andth


