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dare not hunt alone, iior in smnall numbers, on account of the hiatred of
the natives." *

'l'lie whole story, is a very painful one anid miost of it lias' lapsed
beyond the possibility of recovery. 'l'le 1Rutssian traders were scarcely
less barbarous than the Aleuts whom they eventually subdued and
reduced inito a scarcely di-,guised slavcry. They were, liowever, pro-
vided with firearmis, wvhiIe the natives had, whether for defence or for
attack, only spears, darns, and such likc primitive weapons. UWe have
iml)erfect accournts from the Russian point of view of these transactions,
but none from) that of the natives %v'ho were the principal sufferers. W\e
gather and ivith difficulty, only the fact that the Aleutian Islands were
originally occupied by a numerous population, which before mnany years
had becamne reduced by slaughîter and b3' disease, introduced by the con-
querors, to very scanty proportions.

'Fle Aleut race w~as decimated, but the fur trade continued, and
lias continued in one formi or another Up to the present day. Meanwhile
the sea-cowv became extinct, and il is to this fact l)articularly that I
nowv wish to draw attention.

It soon l)ecamne habituai for the Russian traders to resort in the
first instance to I3ehring- Island in order to Iy up a supply of salted
meat for the farther voyage to the Aleutian Islands. 'lhle good quali-
ties of the flesli of the sea-cow rendered it the chie? object of l)ursuit
for this purpose, and thus il happened that this nearly defenceless animal
wvas constantly soughit after and huntcd. \\Te have already seen that its
range wvas very Iimiited. Within historic limes it appears to have been
practically confined to the Commander Islands-Behring and Copper
Islands. -Tradiion speaks of the occurrence of the animal on the
Kamtschatkcan coast, and investigators have found reason to believe
that it at one limie frequented aiso the northern islands o? japan and
the northern coasts of China. Its bones have been found on Attu

Island, the furthest west of the Aleutiari archipelago, but it is flot
certain that thlese mnay not rcpresent, nerely carcasses which have been
washied ashore there. Fromn the accounts of Steller, it would appear
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