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dence of the churches; against such ciforts,'of any church, or writing and printing
the piety and intelligence of enlightencdfip detuil.ils 5:mirc belief, there can be but
minds cry out; and sooner or later the little objection. Let such books be em-
Churches must, acting upon their decp . ployed as other denominational worhe are
scuted convictivny, vepudinte all such as- empluyed, and they would cease to be what
sumptions of power, and leave behind them, | in many cases they now are, the bulwarks
far in the distance, the very men, who now 'of crrul, .mmglvd with sume t.rugl},—thc
coolly wield the weapons of proscription, relentless instruments of persecutiun in sume
and seek to steady the urk of God. cascs, and in others of prosaiption.  The
1t has lung been a favourite idea amongst | famuus Gorham case, in Lingland, is instrue-
certain classes of men, that the commun, tive on this puint; asit has evolved the true
eopleare unlit to be trusted with any share | feclings of milii ms who are themselves un-
in the governmuent of Chirist's hivuse, , Yot der creeds, s to the awhosity of such doen-
such an iden is a miserable fallacy.  God's, ments. Ll ¢ Lishup of Eaecter hus been
people are not required to gride the pon- | condemned Ly ull purtics, while Mr. Gorham
derous machinery of civil government, tv has been sustuined by the sympathics of an
adjust the jarring interests of suvercign na- enlightened world. 8o strong, so resistless
tions, and toarrest the impetuous onslaughts has” been this condemnation on the one
of belligerent powers.  They are not re- hand, and sympathy on the vthey, that the
quired to make astronomical calculations, or  pulitico-ecclesiustical courts of Englanu, have
geological surveys, no wourk beyond their decided the case in padpable upposition to
information or their strength is assigned tojthe Episcopal erced.  In the light of the
them; on the cgntrary, heaven has given to Lible, we firmly believe that the Bishup was
thema few plain laws, which the least gifted , wrong, but, in the light of his creed, he was
amongst them can comprhend. Courts of | certadaly right.  He fought carnestly for his
appeal, and other elements of human gov- creed, and was defeated; but the erced wis
ernment may be necessary to controul un-, defeated, as well as the Lizhop.  The voice
sanctified hearts, and to magnify oligarchi- | of the millions that hus condemued his course
cal impurtance in the eyes of men; but the and his sentiments, Los uttered a sentence
t ue disciples of Christ.hos ever quictly they  of condemuation aguinst bis creed.  There

REVIVALS.

We notice in several United States papers,
cheering accounts of religious awakenings
in various quarters.  Those revivals have

encrally been the fruit of protracted efforts
in ¢.mnection with the labyurs of some evan-
gelist, eaperienced in the science of religious
aitation,  We have witnessed such revi-
vuls, and our experivnce nentralizes much of
the juy which we would otherwise feel, on
readiug of the comversion of meltitudes. We
havelived in the sumewhat amvivus plensuro
of protracted meetings in their progress ; and
we have pussed threugh the torturing pains
which afilict a pustor’s heart in their reac-
tion, and hence our fears as to their results,
Buring seasons of protracted effurt, churches
are all energy; they pray with earnesthess;
they labour with burning zeal; they are
ready to cumpass sea and lund to bring souls
to Christ; and they do not labour without
success; but let a few wecks puss over
their heads, and the zeal of the minjority is
exhausted, thdr effurts to save souls cease;
they visit the prayer-meeting regulurly for
a time, but it seems to have lost jts interest
to them: next they either absent them-
selves from such scasons of worship alto-
gether, or attend only when it is peryectly
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may submit to them, must feel, that the
are subversive of those 1ights which belong
to them as Christ’s freemen. A Jurking |
veneration for systerns that are assuciated
with much that is good amid their ealicst,
membories, nut unfrequently binds men as
with a strong cord, and leads them to sus-
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was a time, when such standards had sufii-| convenient; and the pastor, with feelngs
snt authoiity to drive a refractory subject, which none but a pastor so circumstanced
to the dungeon or gibket; but those dnys are, can comprehend, sees his flock straying
past; Ichabod is inscribed upon their musty | away iato furbidden pastures, and only finds.
forms, and to sech to enforce their authority,, his hands held up by a fuithful few, wlo
b to go abreast of the intclligence of the, are filled with joy and love in view of the
pli.ms, Bible-loving disciples of our Lord in facy that they are permitted to follow the
all lands.

'
tain such systems, while their imelligenco,? We have heard of many church’ Lamb 365 days in the year. In such re.
and every free emotion of their hearts pull | trials of late years, where men have not, marks we make no indiscriminate thrust at
in another dircction. To be comvinced of been permitted to defend themselves by extraordinary effort. It may, in some cir-
the truth of this, we have only to luok atnGud’s word, but Lave been required to bar- cumstances, be buth proper and profitable:
the many scenes of rebellion, wid of conse- munize their sentiments with human stan-j as a general rule we think it to be neither,
quent wholesale exclusions, which have oc- | dards; but we have known no case where: The fact that souls are truly converted o
curred of late years, amongst “ceclesiastical | this course has been pursued in which the. God, in such seasons, instead of leading to
oligarchies, on both siues of the Atlantic.|devotedly pious have not joined in a hearty  the belief that such seasons are necessary,
Avrbitrary power has, by simply stepping a condemnativn of e course. In all this,; ought, we think, to produce just an opposite
litle too far, developed its nature to the promiess is perceptible, even amid the toils, convictigd® ™ If the churches have practical
people. Their veneration has given way, of the most formidable ubstacles. , proof that the means of grace faithfully
and what has been their course? 'l‘lmy‘ Baptist churches are not by any means, employed, meets with the Divine blessing,
have not fallen back into a condition of more yout of the reach of danger, in reference to, and results in the salvation of men, is it not
torturing servitude; but following impulses such subjecis as those glanced at above., fearful to sec a viurch deliberately step

which light has superinduced in their suuls,:
they have moved forward, if not from under-

In their .aixionary operations, they may, by, down from such a pusition—cease to be in
some exclusive life-membership scheme, ef-| carnest in the employment of heaven’s in-

neath the yoke, at least to a position of more  fectually establish a proud oligarchy; and; strumentalities, and leave thousands of im-

enlarged liberty. And it is a notable and | thus deprive the churches of a voice in the
significant fact, that the sympathies of the |distribution of their funds for missionary
world, are with those, who resist attempts, purposes.  And in our intercourse with
to trifie with their frecdom, and to withhold | cach other, as churches, we may put us.ge

from them those rights,which the Son of God
has conferred upon his people.  In‘all this
we clearly perceive progress, in defiance of
many obstacles.

Again, we everywhere observe adecreasing
confidrnce in human creeds and standards.
There is a world-wide murmur of indigna-
tion, when men are tried, judged, and con.
demned by these, instead of heing brought
to the word of God. Against writing and
printing a synopsis of the faith and practice

in the place of a creed; and censure with
Popish authority, while we are discarding
the employment of Popish weapons. We
may clevate our advisary councils into
Presbyteries, and give to their results as
much authority asis givep to the decrees
of the Council of Trent. We, too, haveour
obstacles to encounter; but, with God’s
word in our hands, and Christ’s love in our
hearts, let us, in humble dependence on the

penitent mortals around them to their fate,
until another protracted meeting! It is
not necessary for churches to live in the;
excitement of such scasons, in order tomeet
the approval of heaven, and instrumentally
to lead souls to Christ.  Confidence in the
promises of the Spirit-——dependence upon
his power, with a calm but earnest use of
the means which he has given, will secure
to any church a continual revival. With
Christ’s order and Christ’s doctrine, we are
fully equipped for the race and warfare
which we are commanded to run and fight.
If we want revivals, let us maintain fuily this

promised grace of the Spirit, go forward!
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order, and present faithfully those doctrines,



