
Eclitorial.

He feels that he is now on trial, that his every w-iord and
action is being criticaliy weighied, that even his personal ap-
pearon.c.-, his size, age, weight (mental and physical) are ail being
carefully cousidered. He is used to examinations, but this is a
kind of ail-round test to wvhich, lie is entirely unaccustomed, and
for wvhichi ordinary methods of preparation count for nothing.
Ris sermons may be ail righit, but that 15 01113 one it-em. No
amount of «'plugging " can i-naterially change the color of his
hair, or the tone of Uis voice ,and yet to be successful lie miust
inake a pass mark in ail these suljectî.- libre is a case in point,
thoughi the victimi iii this instance does not happen to be a
newvly-eedged divine: The ti ustees of a city congregation iu
need of a pastor extended an invitation to a clergyman of some
note to come and preach. for them, in other words to corne Up as
.a candidate for exainination. The invitation was accepted, and
,a series of able and earnest discourses were forthwith delivered.
As regards the quality of the sermons, style of deiivery, earnest-
ness and sympathy of the preacher, littie roomn for fauit could
be found. But alas, his weight wvas judged to be a few pounds
over regulation mark, and of course that tui'ned the scales
ag&,Yinst hlim and settled his candidature.

And whien o11e cornes to think of it, whiat a trivial circum-
stance iay sonietimes prejudice the nîinds of ai congregation
agaiuîst a candidate. An unfortunate word, or a simple thouglit-
less action, is often sufficient to turn the tide of public opinion
entirely against him. We know a clergyman, now occupying an
important charge, wvhose piety w'as seriously doubted, because
after a long'( drive one Sunday morning, to fi Il an appoi ntment,
he found it necessary to eut a little grass to keep lis horse f romi
starving. The circumstances of the case were not taken into
consîderation, and of course no one wa--nted to have anting to do
~with a minister who thoughit it no harm to mowv hay on Sunda.y!

Last summer a sornewhat similar case came to, our notice. A
,clergyman about to receive a caîl fromi a certain con gregation, hiap-
pened on the occasion of one of hiis visits, to put up at the house
of a pronîinent memiber of the chiurch commonly known by the
naine of «IYeliowlegs," a sanctimonious, Iong-faced Puritan, whose
religion wvas more a inatter of outward forrn than a living inward
experience. Now it occurred to Mr. Y., whio alwvays wished to bE,
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