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DECENTRALIZATION.

ajrle"”apa_mphlet on “Notre Systéme Judici-
thm; hnot.lced in a recent issue, the author,
eceﬁt a_ su'mch supporter of th.o system of
Sion frftlxzatlgn, and eager for a further extm}-
tion Of It:. deplicts as follows the existing condi-

“AO 'thmgs in the rural districts :—

. AUourd’hui, on peut dire que chaque dix-
ur:;t a8 Jiurisprudence locale; un juge décide
son éll;estlon dans un sens, dans un district, et
!uémo légue., dans le district voisin, décide la

¢ question dans un sens diamétralement
Oppogs.»
ha’:‘utfsl is pr.obably only too true, ar‘ld it is the
Tug al fruit of a system which isolates the
onegtes of- the Superior Court, and allows cach
ane 0 b}lllfi up & jurisprudence atter his own
tricty Within the pre?iucts of his allotted dis-
‘Higl.lt The author imagines that a remedy
gt be found in bringing three Judges to-
counir, to -hez?r and dccide' each case in. the
wer ry dl.Stl‘lctS. Even if this proposition
Enc: Practicable, it would not touch the griev-
i - Each section into which the country
so.:-?ht be divided in order to obtain the neces-
Drudg::om <.)f Judges, would have its‘nw.n juris-
Now Ce, just as cach separate district has

> and the uncertainty and confusion would

evi
\dently be no whit less than at present.

GRAND JURIES.

OZ;SOG that a bill has been introduced in the
o Mons by Mr. Coursol, one of t.hc members
pense(;)’ltfeal-, to enable grand juries to be dis-
in og it:uth in the Province of Quebec, except
inVes[:i 1 cases. The preamble states that an
Jority (;gfatlou before a grand jury in the ma-
¢ ue ‘cases has been shown by experience to
Tepren, b:::s.sary. We are not aware that any
GOvemn tion to this effect has been made to
Queenysmlint by the judges of the ~COl.ll‘t: of
Porta, ench,. zfnd on a question of this im-
tainly ;e 1jhe Opinion of the judge.s should cer-
apart g ¢ Invited before anything is done. But
om the merits of the grand jury system,

there is an objection to the sectional character
of the proposed legislation. Why should grand
juries be abolished in Quebec and retained in
all the other provinces of the Dominion ?

THE LATE MR. A. ROBERTSON, Q.C.

The bar of Montreal, in common with the lay
community, has sustained the loss of several
prominent members during the past few weeks.
The last of these afflictions has been felt to be
almost a personal bereavement by his profes.
sional brethren, for there were few more gen-
erally estcemed and loved than the late Mr,
Andrew Robertson, The deceased gentleman,
as appears by the list for the Montreal district,
was actually the oldest actively practising ad-
vocate of the section, the names which pre-
cede his being those of gentlemen who have
withdrawn from active duties at the bar. No
one, however, looked upon Mr. Robertson as
likely to be soon incapacitated by age or infir-
mity for the work in which he had so long
taken a leading part. He was a veteran who
had seen much service, but until recently he
retained all the encrgy of youth, and he died in
harness after only a weck’s illness.

Mr. Robertson, who was horn in Aberdeen-
shire, Scotland, was a student in the office of
Judge Day, and commenced practice in 1841,
at the age of 26. About five-and-twenty years
ago he removed from Sherbrooke to Montreal,
where he practised with great success as head
of the firm of A. & W. Robertson. He was also
associated with the late Judge Beaudry in the
preparation of the Lower Canada Reports. In
1864 he published a digest of the reported deci-
sions up to that dave. Mr. Robertson was en-
tirely devoted to his profession, and never suf-
fered his attention to be diverted to political
pursuits. Probably for that reason he never
attained a position on the bench, while less
capable juniors were appointed. He was also
fond of literature, his acquaintance with which
Some years ago, he expe-
rienced a failure of eyesight in consequence of
too close application, and was obliged to cross
the Atlantic to consult eminent oculists in
London. In the end, the sight of one eye was
lost, and this misfortune appeared to have af-
fected his health, though he retained his good
spirits and genial mood to the last. Mr. Rob-

was very extensive.




