
CURRENT EVENTS.

the eveniîîg drew on, the r-uddy glare of iight from the inany win-
doivs of' the mueîîim hiiited to those ini tlie stiow w'îthout of the
pleasure tliat 'vas to bc found withiîî. At about six o'clock the
number of guests was grc:itest. A bout soveni h und îed invi tations
had beeni issîîcd, ani Ibur huîîdred acceptances r-eee(ived. Among
the guests, who were reeeived l'y Lady D.awsýon and the young
ladies of the committce, were very many of our leatling eitjzens.
The lon. Seiiabor Ferrier,7 Chancellor of the Unîiversity, Wvas

PreCscrit tor- some tirne. Sir Williamn Dawson, the IPriîîeipal, to
wvhom the lad ies owe it that their course is îîîdependeut of' that
of the mien, was also pr.ciîî, as weII as Mr. %IeDoiiald and Mir.
Finiey, Governors, of the ('l)lege."

-The Graduates' Society of MeGill University held -imecting
on Saturday, the lSthi of Febrtiarî-, te recei ve the report fiïom
the comînittce ap1)ointed ait a previons meeting, a~nd to discuss
the, question of' the erîtrance to, the study of* the professions, and
thc proposed amendmeîîts to the curricula of the varjous councils
more partieularly of the MIedicaI ('ouncil. The meeting ivas an
enthusiastie one. Dr. Stewart, the President of the -,oeiety, wvas
in the chair. The substanee of the report of the sub-committee
Ivas te the effect, that the J)I'(po>'Cd Bmard of Exami,îers ho organ-
ized in sections for' ail priotb>si<îîs,-one section ti) supervise the
English speaking canididatesý, and the ut her the French ts)eaking
candidates, and that it Am-lî Le eoInIetCnt for i' llîci section to
provide I>y regulation fiuî* the rccognition of' the dlegî'ee nif B.A.,
as an equivalent tkor the prelimnirîary examination. The report
Wvas *I(Ilte< i una n imously. Tr.eaft er, tiie proposed Medicaîi Act
for the province, wvas diseussedl, atnd the opinion wa,' unanimoils,
that the bill, as il stands, shows how unju,ýt itwouldl bc to, McGill,
were it to become Iaw.

-As to the origin of the possessive sign, the apostrophe ('), or the apos-
trop)he and s ('s), tiiere cau be no possible dloubt. 'Ihough Bon Jlonson, in
his graminar, did attempjt to show that it Is an abliroviation of hi$~, as in
Johin Snmith, his mark, ni- mnan of extended scliolar.ship) lias ever seriously
supposed thait.Jonson wa.s correct; for, the mioment the femnine gender
is siibstitiited, ai thoe xpressiGil 1- cornes Jane Smithî, lier mark, it lie-
coines evident at once that if Jonson wvore vorrevt, thoen in every case we,
should hiave to write thle ferninine possessive witlî an apostrophei and an
r, as Jaîje Snîith'r book, 'Mary Thornaâ'r apron, and the like. Ail are
agreed tIaLt the apostrophe denotes simply an oinisSioli of one or more
letters. Remeniberinîg th at thle older English deîîoted possession tistiilly
by the gonitui-e teri niiation ci~ or ix, as in "Kyngis ron""Qiieenes
ri;,ht," -Widdowes hiabite," and like expressions, it will bce se,-n at once
thiat the drapping of a lett»r andl the in sertion of the apostrophie flot only
drops a syllable iii eachi word, but aIso gives us the enigin of the present
poissessive formn.


