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THE BtIBLE AN~D EDUCATION.

TUe Bible is indispen.sable as t book of lieratit.re.
Look at it as a history. It carnies us back to the first dairn of tiine, to the

first risincg of the sun, to the infancy of the first mian. For two thousand
years it bears us along the streai of time ; ini a coxupressed but coniprehlensivo
manner revealing to us the principal eventB %vichl occurred in the early lus-
tory of our race. Blot out froni existence tuie book of Genesis, and what
reliable k-nowledge ha,%ve we of remnote antiquity 1 Traditions canuoi
furnish it. Monuments cannot reveal it. Ruins cannot tell it. What tre
the antiquities of Egypt and Nineveh ? What are the le,>cnds of India and
China 7 Can we depend upon information obtaincd from theni ? Only so far
as they correspond wvith the sacred narrative. 'Vhat are the -%ritings of Philo
and Josephus i Can they be accredîted? Only as lesser liglits, Bo far as they
reflect, the brigliter glory.

A&nd this history, the first link iii the long chaixi, is the foundation of al
subsequent records. Here we sec the root früm wliich the tree, now large,
but stil brauching out, hm. grown. Here we read of the rise and progreas,
thie ruin and fall, of IDgypt, Ohaidea, Persia, ]3abylon ; as well as the entire
history of tb.e Jewishi nation, whlicli is rcgarded by iuany as the parent nation
of the wonld, and fromu which, no doubt, civilization, science, aud religion
began their course. Can we overestiinate the importance of this the earliest
historyl ?Would not the niost coinplete education, without the knowledge of
this, be wretchedly defective? ý


