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1l1 1732 Sieur (le la Verandryc, of Montreal, led an expedition
to the wrest. Fathetr Messaiger, a lesuit, accompanied themn. The
voyage was fraught with miany dangers owving to the vast '%viIder-
ness they wvere obliged to traverse, and the hordes of savmages who,
inibitted t hem. L'pon reaching the above mient ioned inlet, they es-
tablished a fort whJieli they called St. Charles. Thev wvere fortun-
atelv treated wvith friendliness bv the Cree Indians ii -whosc terri-
tory the fort wvas situated, and they earried on tr:îde w'ith the lat-
ter. In the fourthi year after their arrivai, tbroughi various circurn-
stanes, thcy kecame pressed for the want of foodi, so they werc
('orpelled to send to Michillimnackinac, at the hiend of Lzike Su-
perior, to get provisions. Sonie time previous to> this, Father Aul-
neau, a- young mnof scholarlv attainnments, had joined the party at
1-t. St. Charles. He wvas a linguist of more than ordinary ability,
and had mastcr-ed several Indian tongues. He was engagcd at the
tine in instructing tlhe Crees in their ow'n latnguage. \Vhen Ve.ran-
drve was about to send the voyageurs, nineteen in numiber, on their
journey, Mather Aulneau expressed the desire thiat lie mighit accom-
pany them, and also, that jean Baptiste, son of Sieur de la Veran-
drye rnight Iead the party. The Sieur consented. On June 3rd,
1736, the fearless littie *band set out on what was an extremc-ly
hazardous -enterprise. Thev were warncd to take everx' possible pre-
caution to avoid the Sioux, wvho w%%ere at the time rit wvar wvith the
Crees, rand suspected the French of siding -with the latter. The ad-
venturers bade adieu to their fricnds at the fort, and that wvas the
last time thiat they xvere seen alive. A few weeks afterîvards the
garrison reccived the dismal intelligence of the appalling massacre
of their beloved ones. They learned that searceiv h ad the voyageurs
left Ft. St. Charles, before thcy werc set upon liv the Sioux, who
hiad been lurking ini the neighhborhood. La \'erandrve, though
greatly grieved rit the disaster, refraincd from anv hostilitie!; with
the Sioux, and restrained the Crees, '«ho liad becorne infuriated at
the terrible ncws, from w'reaking vengeance on their focs. V\7'ran-
drve directed bis efforts towards the recovery of the bodies of bis
murdered friends. The mortal remains '«ere found on an island a
few miles fromi the inlet. Father .\ulneau's hecart hiad been pierced
with an arrow, and voungll \erand-rve liad receivcd his death wound
in tic sacrum. The unfortunate victimis -%Nere found decap;tated and
sralpcd. The remiains wecre giveli a teniporarv burial. Later on thev
w'ere trmnsferred to Ft. St. 1Charles, wherecv ivere interred bt:-
ncath th,, chapel w'ith the soleminities of the churchi


