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TO-RON'I‘O. FRIDAY, AVGUST 1 5 1879,
THE LORD'S DAY,

S Ontario to have its Sabbath surrepti-
tiously taken away ? [s nothing to be
donc, no voice to be raised againt the present
assault upon God's day of holy rest?  Why
is Hamilton silent? Arc all the Christians
of Toronto dumb-founded? Think of it.
Sunday service trains are advertised and run
between Dundas and ilamilton, and between
Hamilton and Burlington Beach, Steamers
also arc to ply between these places, if they
have not begun. DPleasure boats lcave the
wharves of Toronto on Sabbath for Burling-
ton Beach and clsewhere.  But no action has
been taken save in the case we referred to
three weeks ago in Dundas, when the com-
plaint was dismissed on the ground that
carrying compantes may under the Lord's Day
Act convey travellers for plasarc or business
or jrom any otler mottin, vn the Sabpath,
This decisiun has never been noticed or called
in question by the press, and it would seem
to be acquiesced in as a correct interpreta-
tion of law. Add to this that the “ Globe "
is opening its columns to a discussion as to
the obligation of the Sabbath, in which one
correspondent calls in question its application
to Christians, assails the Old Testament
scriptures by impugning their authenticity,
historic value, and truth, and saying that they
may be thrown aside by the present gencra-
tion of Gentiles, assails dogmatic theology,
and in the name of liberty claims the right of
any man to seck his pleasure on the Lord's
day. Is the Christian community prepared
to submit to all this? .f not, it is time to
speak out and to act. Unless decisive steps
ave speedily taken by cither cnforcing the
law, if we have one applicabic to these evils,
or by obtaining the nccessary legislation, our
Sabbath will be gone—a thing of the past.
Not only pleasure but business will be gener-
ally prosccuted on the Lord’s day and Chris-
tians will cither have to break the Sabbath
or give up their situations. This is no time
to sit still.
The following speaks for itseif :

* Manager Hickson, of the Grand Trunk Railway, has
pronounced against Sunday eacursions. 1lc says: ¢ f have
no sympathy with these Sunday excursions, and I am thor-
oughly convinced it will be to the advantage of both the
public and the railway companies themselves not to intro.
duce the system into gamda.’ v

inaction mecans irreparable loss..

THANKSGIVING DAY,

HA™ it is onr duty as a Christian nation

to observe one day annually as a day

of thanksgiving to God for the countless
blessings of the year few will deny. In the
past there has been a4 very marked lack of
uniformity in regard to the particular day to
be observed.  Sometimes the Licutenant-
Governor of onc of the Provinces has ap-
printed by proclamation a day for his own
Province, while the matter has been negrlected
or ovcrlooked in other parts of the Dominion,
Again, very frequent'y this or that denomina-
tion has observed a particular day while « «
members of other churches have obscrved
some other day of the year, and thus there
has been a lack of uniformity and unanimity,
nnt altogether scemly in a Christian land.
To obviate this in futurc an application should
be made by the authoritics of the several
churches, cither jointly or scparately, <o the
Dominion Government, asking the Governor-
General in Council, to appoint a day of
thanksgiving for the whole Dominion, To
attain uniformity this ycar action shuuld be
taken wsthent Jfeday, before a day is fixed
upon by any of the P'rovincial Governments
or by any of the several denominations in the
country. llaving called attention te the sub
ject it may safely bo left in the hands of the
respected Moderatur of the General Assembly.

There is, however, one point in connection
wi*h the day to be named, which appears to us
be worthy of cc .sideration, viz., the propricty
of fixing permancently the sume Jayevery ycar.
There are tnany advantages in this which it
is not necessary to cnumerate, sccing they
will at once sugyest thanselves.

This is the practice with vur friends acruss
the lincs, where it has worked well in the rast,
and sceing how closely we ave conuected
with our neighbours in commercial, sucial and
religious life, we think it would be very
becoming and advantageous were our Govern-
inent permanently to fix as a day of thanks-
giving throughout the Douminivn the day
observed by the people of the United States,
We see no objection whatever to the accom-
plishment of this.  On the contrary, we be.
licve that it would tend to the better obscrv-
ance of the day in both countries. To sce the
two grecat Christian nations of the northern
part of this continent uniting in the observ-
ance of the samec day annually as a day of
thanksgiving to the Great King and Ruler of
the universe, for His unnumbered gifts and
blessings is a thing worth secking to accom-
plish, a fact we hope svon to be able to
record.

HCME MISSION DEPUTATIONS.

RCM the reports of Presbyteries appear-

ing in our golumns during the past few |

weeks we lcarn that, in accordance with the
requirements of the Gencral Assembly, depu-
tations have been appointed to visit the vari-
. ous supplemented congregations and mission
stations throughout the Church, for the pur-
posc of stimulating the liberality of the people
with a view to reducing the grants from the
Home Mission Fund. The large majority of

these congregations and stations are in rural

districts, and with the prospect of an abun.
dant harvest this scason, the preseat is a good
opportunity to endcavour to increasce their
contributions towards the support of ordi-
nances.  In many districts of our Church
thr ‘2 4 lack of system in conducting finan.
cial affairs, and onc of the main objects
to be kept in view by deputations should be
thorough orgunszation in ¢ -y congregation
and mission fickl A committec of manage
ment should be appoiated consisting of the
most cfficient men whose servives can be ob-
tained. and some definite plan should b- de
vised and put into cxecutioit whercby the
giving power of the people may be drawn
out to the fullest possible extent. The plan
should embrace frequent periodical contribu
tions cither weckly or at any rate monthly .
Too often subscriptions ar¢ payablg in an.
nual, scmi-annual or quarterly instalments,
whereas were the monthly or weekly sy<iem
adopted the amount received at the end of
the year would be very considerably in-
creased.  We know how conscrvative many
congregations are and how unwilling to
change any system with which they have
been familiar for years. \We know the ob-
jections frequently made to the introduction
of the weekly or monthly offi <ing plan es °
pecially in country districts but we are con-
vinced that in many of these districts the ob-
jections have little or no force. The plea
that farmers have moncey only at certain sea-
sons of the year and can therciore only con-
tribute for the support of church ordinances
annually, or, at most, twice ~ ycar, however
valid in the carlier history of the cquntry, is
not so now, more particularly in the Provin.
ces of On~ario and Quebec, where owing to
the introduction of so many lines of railway
there is a constant market near cvery one's
door for all kinds of dairy and other farm pro-
duce and where, not goods in trade as form-
crly, but cash can be obtainc* ‘or everything
the farmer has to sell. Therc are compar-.
atively few congregations or mission stations
where the peogle are not in a position to con-
tribute weekly or monthly as well as, nay bet-
ter than, they can do half-ycarly or ycarly.
In ncarly every instance where the weekly
system has been adopted it has been found to
work well and in many congregations the
people could not be induced to give it up and
go back to the old system. There are many
of our people now giving $5 or $10 annually,
who, were the weeklvy plan adopted, would
never think of giving less that twenty-five
cents or half-a-dollzr, or even a whole dollar
per week ; and we are convinced that in most
congregations the adoption of the weckly of-
fering would largely increase and in many of
them double the revenue for the support of
ardinances.

Another point which depn* .ions to the
supplemented charges and mission ficlds
should keep in view has reference to the de-
sirability of getting our pcople to contribute
as God prospers them.

There arc not a few of these charges and
~tations that have been getting grants,—and
some of them grants to the same amount,—
for the last five or ten years and this not-
withstanding the fact that their membership



