
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

S YNOD 0F MA NITOBA AND THE
NOR TUI- WEST TERRITORIES.

Tht Synod of Manitoba and the Nurth-
*west Territories, met at Portage ha Prairie, on

Thursday evening, i6th Nov., within Knox
cburch. Tht oponing session was aîtended
by a goodhy number of tht membors and this,
with several of tht people, made up tht con-
gregation which joined in tht services and
lisened to a sermon on John xiv, 6.; this was
preachod by the moderator, the Rev. Alex.
Campbell, of Wolseley.

Rev . Peter Wright, of Portage la Prairie,
was unanimoushy appointed Moderator for
tht ensuing year and acknowîedged the
honor in feicitous terms.

A resolotion moved by Mr. McKinîay,
seconded by Mr. joseph Hogg, was carried
thanking the retiring Moderator for tht cour-
tesy and diligence shown by him in conducting
the business of the court and for the opening
sermon at this sederunt.

FRIDAY MORNING.

On Friday morning devotional exorcises
wero conducted by tht Moderator.

After the roporting of certain committtts
and tht appointmenî of others tht Rev. Dr.
DuVal presented tht report of tht Committet
on Svstematic Beneficence, wbich was most
oncouraging, showing a substantial increase in
contributions to the Schemes of tht Church in
aIl tht five Preshyteries, but that of Regina.

The adoption of this report closod tht
sederunt.

On tht Synod resuming business tht Pres-
byery of Brandon was given beave 10 icense
and ordain Mr.' Bryce lnts, special per-
mission being given that Presbytery to meet
during tht meeting of Synod for that purpose.
Tht actionof tht same Prosbytery in licensing
and ordaining Mr. R.' Patterson was sustained.

Intimation was given by Mr. Sutherland
in regard 10 tht Aged and Inflrm Ministers'
Fond and the desirability of the ministers of
tht Synod connecting themsehves therewith
was farther emphasized by the Revs. Dr.
Bryco and Dr. Robertson.

The Presbyterv of Regina was granted
leave, provided that everything was salis-
factory, to icense and ordain Mr. D. McLeod,
appointed missionary 10 tht Carlyle field.

Mr. Rumbal gave notice thal at a future
sederunt, ho would movo that thetlime of tht
meetings of Synod be cbanged from the piro.
sent lime in November 10 May;' and that a
change take place in appointing it in future
for a day in tht beginning of the week.

At tht evening sederunt there was a good
attendance, and the Home Mission report was
submitted by Dr. Robertson$ suptrinîendent
of missions and convenor of the Synod's Com-
milte on Home Missions.

Tht mission operations of the difforent
Presbyteries during 1893 kopl pice with tht
extension of seutlement. Tht partial failure
of crops at certain points and tht Iow- prices
prevailing proved a check, but on the whoho
substantial progress was made. There wtre
io6 missions occupied, an increaso of fouir on
tht preceding yoar, and four of the missions
became augmenîed congrogalions. The in-
croase in filds was conseqotntly eight. Two
of tht augmented congregations became self-
sustaining and but for reverses others wouhd
have beon removed from the istih(is autumin.

Connected with these io6 missions are 397
stations, 3,979 familles, 1,396 single persons
and 4,302 communicants. For the year ending
March 35 îhey ,received from the Homo

ipermanency in appointmtfnt wintor suppIy

wiIh ho tound difficult. 0f the total staff, 23
are ordained, 12 catechisîs and 70 3îudtnts.
Ordained men in the wost and east seem 10
shun augmenîed congrogations and missions,
largehy, il is thought, because ofîthe inadequate
support Home Missions and Augnmentationl
fonds receive and tht persistent pressure 10

reduco grants, or wipe thom out. Tht malter
of supphy is aggravaîed 10 somo oextent bY tht
romoval of many of our own graduates bo tht
United States.

Prof. Hart submniîted a verbal report of the
Foreign Mission Committee since hast June,
when report was made to tht General Assem-
bly, there had beon a few changes. Miss
Baker, who bas since 1879 been engaged in
mission work at Prince Albert, is enîering
upon a period of wel-deserved rest, and tht
work of tbe school is beinz carried on efficient-
hy by Miss Annie Cameron.

At Birtlo a comfortabhe building, cosling
about $6.ooo, had been erected by the gracious
gifts of oor ladies. lî was now being occupied.
Alil who knew of tht schooh woohd ho saddened
by tht report of tht accident a few days ago.
At Regina tht schooî was progressing, with
io9 p upils on the roIl and an average of 1oo
in attendance. Testimnony 1u the work in this
schooh had recenthy been given by tht Rev.
Dr. Stewart, of tht noîed Lovedale mission,
Africa, who had reconthy visited il. Refer-
ence was thon made 10 tht work at Round
Lake and at Portage la Prairie and the pupils
of the latter school wiîh their instroctors sang
a hymn 10 the interest of tht Synod.

Prof. Baird teftrred 10 tht work of Mr.
Lewis, at Mistawasis, and 10 the hearty re-
ception givon their missionary by the Indians
and by their chief, Mistawasis.

Mr. McKay dwelt at Iength with bis usual
Celtic firo on the discooragemnents and en-
couragements of tht work among the Indians..
His îwelvo years' work had convinced him
that tht heart of the Indian must ho reached
hy tht grace of God, that ho may be lifced op.

The meeting was then brought 10 a close.

SATURDAY MORNING.

Tht first item of interest on tht dockot
was tht report of the committee on thethebo-
hogical department of Manitoba college. This
was sobmitted by the convener, Dr. Bryce.
Tht report referred to the hope expressed in
tht report of 1892 that the bwo Synods wouîd
ho able 10 maise towards this fand $3,500,
$3,058.71 contrîbuted by tht two Synods,
leaving a balance due tht treasurer Of $45 5.13.
Tht need for proper information being given-
by ministers to their congregations was
pointed. out and the graduates of tht coîhege
wore charged with devoted loyaity tu the in-
stitution.

Dr. Robertson referrod 10 tht large num-
ber nf stations reporting nothing whatever for
tht fund. Should each send $5 there woohd
ho no deficit.

Mr., Sutherland (eIder, Kildonan), referred
to bis earlyconnection with Manitoba college,
and rejoiced in tht fact that it had succeeded
beyond his most sanguine expectations. He
foît that tht college was ot s0 much con-
sequence that tht mission work depended
largely on ils success. Ht had corne 10
realize this mort than ever, and when money
was t0 ho voted on for missionary objecîs if
ho voted $20 for Homo Missionshe wouhd vote
$40 tO Manitoba college. Ht believed a very
greal deal could be done by ministers and
missionaries getting tht sessions interesttd in
these maîters and creating in congregation s
an enl-husiasm in thus supporting tht work.

Several membtvs spoke on the same sob-
ject and tht discussion was brought 10 a close
bo tht adoption of the report.

A good deal of atention bas been paid t0
the organization of Sabbath schools and their
efficient management and the growth of this
departmnent of Christian work is keeping pace
with the growlh of our missions.

A number of Hungarians of the Reformed
faith have setîled in tht Riding Mountain and
Whitewood districts. It is expected thal the 200
families now resident wil be increased shortly
by an addition of 700 familles who are now in

-applied in fixing tht salaries of married and
funmarried unordained missionaries." The

e maximum amount that wiIl be paid ou1 of tbe
Y fund as supplement iS $250. This fond bas

flot received as it sbould" the support,':ofà the
church, and hence cbronic deficits have com-
pelled the committee ta modify the reguha-
tions. The fund has been an undoubted
boon to the west, and it merits m~ore generous
treatment. We as a Synod paid into tbe fund
about ono-third of what we took out. Look-
ing over the returns of last Assembly il would
appear that the total amount contributed to
the fund last Vear by the congregations now
on the list was $190, and that fine congrega-
tions gave nothing. If the congregations 4
henohitted by the fund are sa careîess about
its success it is not to be wondered at that the
fund is inadequatelv supported by others.1
Every augmented congregation shouîd be ex-
pected to give at least a collection to this
fund.

Dr. Robertson further gave soine informa-i
tion in regard to Britibh Columbia which
formed part of the Synod until recently. He
said that afcer very earnest efforts in seeking
men for the work of the west it was discourag-
ing ta find so few ready to enter upon it and
were it Dot for the relief obtained from Mani- j
toba collego our missions would suifer very
much. More could be done for the mission
funds by ministers giving more information ta
their people, and il would be weIl for minis-
ters to " eal" the Blue Book, digest it and in-
form their people fully with regard ta the
work. No one need stand sentinel over a
Presbyîerian's pocket ; he wouhd do that hlm-
self. There were reasons for encouragementi
Many of the missions were faithfal. The
growth had been wonderful. In 1881 ii6
points were occupiod, whereas there were now
730 points aI which services were held. Then
there were 1,153 members ; now there are
15;ooo. Then ior ail purposes '$i5,soo were
contributed per annum ; now $239,273.

Dr. King made a statemnent to the Synod
in regard to the college. He was sorry
in the interests of the college, the Synod
and the church that there was flot a
larger attendance on the Synod. He felt that
more sbould be expected of those who had
taken vows upon themselvés to attend the
courts of the churcb, although he was ready to
sympathize wîth the brethren in the distances
some had to travel to get ta meetings and
with those wbo, from financial considerations,
were unable to be present. It was discourag-
ing ýthat sa many of the ynunger members
were absent from a meeting wbere a viva voce
opinipn would have more weight than a cir-
cular. He believed the Synod owed much ta
Dr. Bryce for bis work in confection witb the
committee tor the maintenance of the theo-
logical departmenî. Dr. Robertson was their
sole peripatetic agent. He commended the
coîhege, and asked for a subscripîion for the
Home Mission Fund. He believed the ýynod
had great reason for congraîuhating itsèlf on
the position and progress of Manitoba college.
As a staff of instructors lhey worked most
-micably together, each being ready ta assist
the other. The attendance on the arts classes
doring the present year was about equal to
that of last year, when the number was about
140. equal ta the sum of arts and theological
students. together of any former year. There
being twenty-six graduates in arts hast year
the present attendance was subject for con-
gratulation. Among those now in attend-
ance were several matured young mon who
had the ministry in view. The summor ses-
sion, which had heen inaugurated witb the
advice of the Synod had been successful,
bwenty-sevon studonts being in attendance.
Tht work wont on smoothly. Tht students
diti flot find tht heat burdensome and were
nover in a botter position to do excellent work.
Thoy had had a groat advantage in the assist-
ance ronderod by the professors who came from
the eastern coîheges and by the Moderator,
Mr. Wright. There had been manifested an
earnosl dosire ta serve us and froc us from
ai unnecessary expeDse. He trusted that ho
would not have to report a deficit as ho had
flot to do this for the past ton years. The new
building had cosl some $43,3eo. There wero
$38,000 subscribed, $21,ooo of which had been

5 i the afternoon, condacted by the Moderator
I and John Hogg, addresses at the beginniug
D and close being made by Rev. joseph Wbite
2 and Rev. J. A. F. Sutherland respectively.

5 (Continued on Ofge 797.)

TUlE WONDERF UL LO0TtE 0F CHRIST.

BY BEY. W. 8. M'TÂVISH, B.D., MT. GEORGe.

Dec. z7.-Rev. 1: 5; John 15: g*z3.

The love of Christ is certainly wonderful.
Shakespeare represents Antony as saying to
Cleopatra, IlThere's beggary in the love that
can be reckuned." But there is Do such
scantiness or beggary in the love of Christ,
because it cannot possibly be measured. It
passeth knowledge (Eph. 3 : 19). But even.
if we cannot measure it we can at least consid-
er how it manifests itself. I we do thisproper-
ly, we shallrealize in some degree how great
is the love of Christ for the sinful SOns of
men.

1. The greatness of His love is SCen in the
fact that He laid down His life for us. A Rus-
sian nobleman was once out driving with bis'
family, when he beard the cry of bungry
wolves approacbing. It soon becam e evideut
that there was no possibility of escape. Then
the servant, calling to bis master to drive on,
threw bimself up0fl the ground. While the
bungry monsters paused in their mad pursuit
to attack him, the nobleman and his family
escaped. The grateful master afterward went,
back to where bis self-sacrificing servant bad
talIon, gatbered up his bones, decently buried
them, erected over the grave a beautifal
monument and had this inscription carved
upon it, léGreater love bath no man tban this,
than that a man lay down bis lite for bis
friends."' Now while it is true that there is no
stronger evidence of human love, there is a love
that transcends even tbat. It is this, that a
man lay down bis iife for bis enemies. Sucb
was tbe love with whicb Jesus, tbe God-man,
regarded us (Rom. 5 : 7-8).

II. The wonderful love of Christ is seen in the
fact, that thougb He loves so many He does
not love each individual the less. Eacb believor
can feel that be is loved as if he were the oaly
one in tbe world to be loved. John was the
disciple whom Jesus loved, and yet, when he
wrote to the Christians who belonged to the
Churches in Asia he said, I He lovetb us "
(Rev. 1:5, Rovised version). John thus in-
cludes those Christians with himself, and bis
words imply that Christ hoved them as He
loved bim. Practically he says, 11 I have notb-
ing which you do flot possess, for' as Christ
loves me, so He loves you." As a stream
widens out it generally becomes shallow, but
the love of Christ is s0 wonderfuh that tbougb
His people may be Iocated in every quarter, of
the globe, He, loves eacb one with as much
intensity as if tbey were only a little company
gathered in a single room. There is room in
the beart of Christ for ahI His peopleç be tbey
as numerous as the sands upon the sea shore.,

III. The love of Christ is wonderfuh mnas-
mucb as itisnfot affected by time. Like Him-
self, His love is unchangeable. 41Having,
loved His own wbich were in the world He
hoved them unto the end." IlHe loved us from
the flrst of time ; He loves us to the last.»
Though His love is always exercised, it 18 flot
in the Ieast exhausted, and it will continue to
bless and gladden His people from age to age.

IV. And then His love is so wonderful
that it remains the same evp tbougb He id
now exalted. At the time when John was
witing to the Christians in Asia, Christ had
been exalted about fifty years, and yet John
said, II He loveth us." Sometimes whçn mca
are suddenly enriched or exalted, tbey forget
or neglect those who are their companions in
poverty. We are told tbat when Henry Al.,

classes will resuiçie a4eer the bolidays on Molk-
day the 8tb ofJaànuafy, 1894, wben tew pupils.
wihl be admitted.

789bec. 13th, 1893-1


