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SOME THINGS THE PAN-PRESBYTERIAN DID
NOT DO

BY KNOXONIAN,

There will be no lack of people to say that the meeting of
the Pan.Presbyterian Councii was the greatest ecclesiastical
event that ever took place in this country. [t “drew,” and in
these modern days anvthing that draws is supposed to be
good. As a matter of fact, some of the addresses delivered at
the Alliance meeting were comnmonplace, and a few did not
rise even to decent mediocrity. It could not well be other-
wise, The number of addresses was larye, and the proportion
of comparauve failures always increases with the number.
Besides trying to discuss the Reformation, or the Labour
questian, or the Liguor questian, or any other great question
in twenty minutes 1s hike trying to run the waters of Lake On-
dario through a goose quil. There is only one thing more
absurd than trying to discuss a great problem in a twenty-
minute paper, and that is bringing a man from the other side
of the globe to deliver a twenty-minute address and then put.
ting him down if he speaks twenty-one minutes and three
seconds. It seems rather hard to refuse a man a few addition-
al minutes in which to finish his piece after he has come all
the way from Syria or Japan, Africa or Australia to speak it,
but no doubt it is all right. Some ministers would never stop
talking if somébody did not shut off the sluice.

No doubt some excellent people believe that the Alliance
meeting did a vast amount of good, and are ready to predict
that it will do a great deal more. So may it be. The Pres-
byterian Church, like every other, can stand considerable im-
provement without seriously endangering our theory in regard
to sinless perfection. We need all the good we can get out of
an Alliance or any other meeting. But whiist hoping that the
best results may flow from the great gathering, it may be well
to remember that there are a few things which even a Pan-
Presbyterian Council cannot do. Whilst other pens may tell
the world that the meeting 1sto bring in the millenium by
leaps and bounds, be it the humble duty of this columa to re-
mind people that the millenium is not quite here, and that
several council meetings may have to be held before 1t comes.

There are several things that a meeting of the Pan-Presbhy-
terian Council cannot do for a man, even if he attends ali its
sessions. For example it cannot give him

BRAINS.

No doubt brain abounded in the Council. Anybody with
ualf an eye could seethat. There were many able men there,
men who can hold their own in any compauy 1n any part of
the world. But the brainiest of them neither could nor would
spare any brain for a brainless brother. No doubt, any of
them would be willing to give a weak brother advice or any-
thing of that kind, but the best of them would not care to part
with brain power, even if that power could be passed from one
head to another,"which it cannot. It is to be feared that the
Council could not give a man

COMMON SENSF.

Had the Council this power its existence would be one of the
greatest blessings of the mneteenth century. No doubt the
Council has a vast store-house of common sense itself. The
way in which it manages its business aad steers around some
difficult points proves that it 1s a pre-eminently seasible body,
but common sense is an incommunicable kind of thing. A
man may have a generous share of common sease himsc!f and
not be able to impart any portion of 1t to others. That 1s one
reason. no doubt, why Solomon s son, Rehoboam, was a fool.
Had the old king been able to put any sense into Rehoboam,
no doubt he would have done so and have saved the kingdon
from being wrecked. There 1s a remote possibihty that a
man, yes even a minister, might attend all the meetiogs of a
Pan-Presbyterian Council and have no more sease at the end
of the meetng than he had at the begfnning. In factit s a
rather nice question® whether any power short of the miracu-
lous can give a man common sense.  Grace certainly does not.
Grace saves and sancufies whatit fiac.. If it indsa man a
crank it turns him wnto a Chrnistian craonk, but he remains
cranky ; though, perhaps, not quite <o cranky as before. If it
finds a man's head soft, his head remains soft, thoagh his
heart has been changed. If it finds him without natural
ability, he remains rather weak in the upper storey. If it finds
him a fool, he is likely to remain foolish, though his folly may
not be so dangerous as it would have been if grace had never
found him. Well, if grace, even invincible grace, caanot give
a man common sense, a Pan-Presbyterian Council cannot be
expected,to help him much in that line.

THE WORKING POWER
of the Church may be increased a little by the meeting of the
Alliance, but not to any great extent. The real workers will
always go on as best they can, Alliance or no Alliance. A
few people always put on a little spurt after a great demoastra-
tion, but spuits and spurters never accomplish much good.
The only worker who canbe depended on is one who feels the
power of this excellent text: “ The love of Christ constrain-
eth us.”

No rational man expects that the meeting of the Alliance
will
A ABOLISH SIN
in Toronto and its vicinity. The members of that great and
kmgd,'body never profess@d to he able to do an_ytbins of the
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kind, Travelling evangelists and their admirers sometimes
boast that they have pretty nearly driven all the sin out of a
place, but men like Dr, Blaikie and John Hall never speak in
that way, They know that sin is a terrible power, and that
it is entrenched with terrible firmmess. Nor has the Alliance
solved
. ALL THE PROBLEMS
that are disturbing society and hindering the progress of the
Church. The labour question and the drink question and a
dozen other burning questions are still here and will never be
settled until they are settled right—that is, by the power ot
the Gospel. Nor did the Alhance devise any means by
which
CARELESS MEN

may be brought to Church. You must first go for them and
bring them if they are to come at all. Nor did the Alliance
suggest any new way for raising money. The nght way is to
put your hand into your pocket and take the money out. To
do this in the right spirit and to the right extent, one's heart
must be touched by divine power.

No doubt the Alliance meeting was a good enough thing.
It may in some respects have been a great thing, but indivi-
dual work must still be done by iadividual men, as «t no Alli-
ance meeting had ever been held. It is quite easy to attach
too much importance to big demonstrations. After the last
speech has been delivered, the last hymn sung and the last
amen pronounced, our Master’s work must be done by indi-
vidual men.

THE FIFTH PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL.

MONDAY, SEPTEMUER 20,

The Council opened with Rev. W T. Campbell, D.D., of Mon.
mouth, Il in the chair.

Dr. Caven presented the repart of the Btsiness Comumittee. The
first recommendation was that a message of sympathy and respzct be
sent in the name of the alliance to Dr. James McCosh, of Princeton,
one its founders. It was further tecommeaded that the paper pre-
paced by Dr. McCosh for the Council be priated 1n the volume of the
proceedings. i »

Another recommendation of the Committee was that the pro-
ceedings and papers of the Council be published in a volums in the
usual form, under the direction of the General Secretary,

Dr Hall, of New, Ycrk said that the bhrethren of the Southern
Church began 2 movement some time ago, the purpose of which
was to induce the Churches of various lands to bring their influence
to bear upon their respective Guveraments to lead these Governe
ments to substitute arbitration for war for the settlement of interna-
tional questions. (Applause.) There was a meeting held last
December in the city of New Vork., Dr. Hoge, of Richmond, whose
name was known to all the delezates, and who, they would be sorry
to hear, was not able to bz present, had been busily engaged in the
work. He (Dr. Hall) had received a letter from Dr. Campbell to
the effect that it would be gratifying 1n the highest degree if the
work could be brought before the Couacil in such 2 way that tne
deleaates could bring it before their respective Churches and so create
public opinion on this important matter. There were three points
of view from which the question night be regatded. What an 1m-
mense saving it would be to the natioas of the money now needed for
the maintenance of armies? What a blessing it would be if that
money could be used for benevolent uses! It was a stumbling block
in the way of multitudes when Christian pations were engaged in
deadly conflict. The Alliance and the Churches might be instruments
in God's hands to promote the time wheo war should cease. As the
Council was a power for the promotion of peace.and good-will be-
tween the Charches, it might also exercise a similar influence for-
peace and good-will betwceen the natiuns that were represented. On
this motion the papers relating to the matter were referred to the
Businegs Committee.

. Rev. Ds. Black, of Glasgow, presented the report of the Com-
mittee on the Reception of Churches, which made the following
recommendations . A commission was preseated from the Synod of
the Church of Scotland in Cavada, appomticg two brethren as its
delegates to the Council. The Crimmittee has beea led to regard
this document as a somewhat 1aformzl application for the admis.
sivn of this Church into the Alliance. In view ol ali the circum-
stances, it recommends the Couacil to regard it as an applicauion,
aad to grant the Synod's request. An application from the Reformed
Church of Hanover, signed in name of the Syaod by the Maderator,
the Hochgrafl Kayphausen, enclosiag a copy of the gesolutioa of
the Synaod. secking admussion into the Alliance, was presented, and
the Committee expresses its gratification with this application, and
corgdially recommends the Synod to welcome into its membership this
Hauooverian Church, one of the Old Reformed Churches of the Euro-

can continent. An application, signed by the Moderatwor of the
Synod of the Church of Christ in Japan, secking admission into the
membership of the Alliance. The Commuttee of the Counzil can-
not but te; " e in the existence of this new-born Church, and of the
prosperity that hac hitherto attended its course. It, therelore, most
warmly recommends the Council to welcome it into the household
of out faith and order, and to grant the apphication. At the Lon-
don Cuuncil an application was reocived from the Reformiirte Bund
of Germany ‘or admission injo the Alliaace. This application that
Couancil felt itself unable to_deal with, and the sccretary was in-
structed to make farther enquiries and report. As a result of the
iaformation laid before it by the secretary, the Committee would
recommend (1) that this bund be received by the Alliance as an
associated commuoity ; and (2) that this buad be declared eatitied
to send to the successive Councils delegates, who shall bs regaided
as corresponding membzrs.  Aa application for connection with the
Alliance was received on behalf of the Swiss Evangelical Union.
As the circumstances of the uaioa are similar to those of the buad,.
the committee recommended that it be placed on a similar fooung,
and tha *he reguest be granted. There is lying on the table since
the London Couacil an application {rom the consistory of the Re-
formed Chuich of Poland, seeking admission into the Alliaace.
The Comaittee tecommends :that this application still lic on the
table, and that a letter be sent expressing our greatjoy at hearing
of the steadfastoess of these brethren, the descendaats” of the once
powetful Reformed Church of Poland, in the doctrine and order of
the Reformed Churckes that hold the Presbytenan system, of our
decp sympathy with them in the difficultics of their present position
and of our earnest desire that a great @spiritual blessiog may
rest upon them, and that they may be enabled.ta become once more
such as their Church and fathers were in thé'days gone by, A com-
mission was preseated, issued by the Local Mission Board of the
Presbyterian Church of the United States of America, appointing
a delegate to represent it i this Council. The Commitee, in view
of the constitutional provision that the delegaes to the .Council shal
consist of persons appoioted’ by the Churches forming the Alliance,
is uaable.to regard this. commigsion as -yatid, Several ommis.
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sions have been received, issued on behalf of the Fedenl
Assembly of Australian  Churches, aad appointing delegates
to this Council, The Commiltee ts unable to regard such
commissions as valid, ‘The Committee has not hieen inlormed
that the vight to appoint delegates to the Council on ther
bebalf has been conceded to it by its sevesal constituent Churches,
and, therefore, it desires from the Federal Assembly a statement that
it is possessed of such authority. Some of the brethren from Aus.
tralia have presented commissions from the particular Churchies to
which they belong. These brethren havealready been recognized as
members of the Councll, The Committee will further recommend
that the Lrethren not so commissioned be, in the circumstances, re
cognized as corresponding members, and that the geoeral secretary
be insteucted to correspod with the Federal Assembly on the whole
matter. The report was adopted.

Dr. Black then said that he had been commissioned, along with
other delegates, to make an important communication to the Council,
It was a letter from Rev. John Marshall Lang, enclosing a resolution
passed at a meeting of numsters and elders held tn Glasgow on July
4, 1892, extending aniavitation to the Council to meet next 1a tha
city and promising the delepates a hearty welcome should they decide
to come. Tae following delegates from Glaszow stood beside D,
Black uponsthe platform and endorsed s warm avitauon : Or, W,
Ross Tavlur, Rev. James Sommerville, Rev, Dr. Diummond, Peofessur
Robert Ocr, Dr, James Keer, Rev. Liadsav, Alexander Watt and
Rev. William Ross of Cowcaddens, Dr. Taylor said that he felt
some hesitancy in pressing this invitation 1n vizw of the warm cor-
diality and uobounded hospntahity which they were receving
Toronto. It would be difficult to nival and impossible to surpass the
spleadid reception the citizens had tendered to them. (Hear, hear)
But Glasgow had a reputation for hospitality, and if the Couacil ac-
ceptey their invitaiion he could cinndently assure the delegates that
they would experience the warm grasp of Ir-endstup from the gentle-
men and the kindly smiles from the ladies, for which Glasgow was
famous, There were many reasons why they should go to the great
northern city. It was a great commercial centre and the facilities for
seaching it from all perts of the world were untivalled 3 with its
800,000 inhabilaats aad over 200 Presbyterian Chueches the visit of
the Council wauld be an immense baon to the work af the Church,
and in the nams of the Free Chirch of Scotland he cordially en-
dorsed the iavitation, Rev. Professor Lindsay supported the
memorial in a few words, and was followed by Rev. James Sommer-
ville and Rev. Dr. Drummond. Mr. Alex, Watt, as a lay member
of the Glasgow delegation, felt that not only would a visit to his city
do that city and the Church within her borders good, but 1t would do
the Council good also, to visit Auld Scotland agawn. He coutd as
sure them of a right hearty Scottish welcome--he could not in honesty
say a warmer welcome than they were receiving in Toronto—and he
believed that Glasgow would come in a good second. Mr, Robert
Orr, Dr. Kerr and Mr. William Ross also spoke very briefly, alter
which Dr. Chambers, of New York, moved, and Dr. Blaikee, prest
pent of the Alliance, seconded, a resolution” of hearty acceptance of
the invitation.  De. Blaikie said that it would not be easy to come
up to the standard set by their hosts in Tnronto 5 1t was not easy to
suppose any city could repeat what had beea done here, but he was
satisfied all that was necessary would be done, and he gladly second-
ed the motion of acceptance.

Rev. D. J. Macdonnell had hoped that a proposal would have
been made to hold the next meecting of Council in the grand and
historic old city'of Geneva, but he felt it would be useless to press the
suggestion at thattime, The motion was then put to the Council
and adopted by a ufianimous standing vote.

Dr. D. J. Saunders, D.D., the President of Biddle University,
Charlotte, N.C,, read the first of a series of papers upon * The
American Churches and their Work.” Dr. Saunders is the only
coloured dJelegatewon the floor of the Council, and his appearance
upon the platforg was the signal for a warm welcome of applause,
Speaking upon the work of the Church among the negroes, he said
that all questions concerning the negro awakened spzcial interest, for
during the past 250 years no element of population in the United
States had so much to do with shaping public policy and in forming
the course of events as had the negroes. They dominated in the hal's
of the Legislature, they inflaenced and directed the affairs of State
and they decided questions of peace and war. They had given di-
rection to the course pursued by the Churches and had laid out mis
sion fields in which the Churches laboured, and there was no clas, of
the community which excited so much ioteres’. Io tracing the hic
tory of the Church among the negroes it ws not necessary to go baick
before the emaacipation of the slaves. Up to that time mach guod
work had been done by self deaying men and wimen among the
down-trodden blacks, and there were many cases of true, simple pies,
while there was a professed Church membership of some 14,000,
Presbyterianism was stroagest in Upper Carolina, Tennesses and
Kentucky regions, which had bzen coatrolled by the Scoch Lich
Presbyterians from the first. Before emancipation came the congee-
gations in the Northern aad Western S:ates were bat s iarsh, for all
told there were not more than half a dozsn Presby:erian Churchas,
In 1869 the Cumbesland Presbyterian Church (coloured) was found-
ed, and to-day it had extended into niae States, and one Ternitury
had tweity three Presbyterics, 13.439 communicants, po.sessed
Church property of the value of $202,961 and its places of watship
had an average ssating capacity of 280,

Rev. A. L. Phillips, who 1s the secreiary for the coloured work
of the American Presuytenaa Chuech, with headquariers at Tu-ca
loosa, Ala., read a practical pap=t upon the same subject. The
papes opened with a skctch of the negto question from the eacliest
petiod of the apy :arance of the coloured people upon this conti
ncot, and showed how the first inflaences of civalization had been
prcssed into the negro, as it were, from the outside, instead of be-
Quoting Rev. Dr. Payne, the speaker
said that the negro Lad made three valuable acgaisitions uader sia-
very, viz., the English laogaage, industrious habits and the Cains-
tian geligion. The esimate of Church membership in ante-eman-
cipation days was given as being : Mathodists, 180,000 ; Bap usts,
150,000; Preshytenags, 12,000, and Episcopalians, 6,002, ot a to-
tal Protestant Church membership of 348.000, i.e., abuat ten pet
cent. of the whole slave populauon. When these people were
raised to full citizenship after the war there were two things to be
done —fitst, to fit them for citizenship aftet 1t had been gsen
them, and, second, to b2 better fitted for citizenship in the here
vealy kingdom. To du the tirst of these the Southern States has
from fiest to Jast spent $60,005,000, while the Christian people of
the North, East and West have adiad $30,000,000 more from
their Church societies and privatz fortunes in buidiag, equivpii,
a0d endowing universities, colleges, academies and primary schouls,
whose influence is entirely Christian.  As a result, 2,509,050 nc-
groes can now read and write; 18,000 coloured people are now
teaching school ;. 154, newspapers and two magazines are suppusied
by them, an13 they pay taxes un $264,000,000 wusth of pioperiy. O!
the results of the religious work among the negroes, the speaket
quoted the Tollowing figures from the latest available returns . Com-
municants in the Preshyterixa Church of the Uaited S ates of
Ametica, 15,676 ; Cumberlaad Peesbyterian Church, 13,439 ;. Pres
byterian Church in the United States, 1,269, total, 30,384 The
proportion of communicants to population is bigher than the aver-
zge with the negroes, being thirty-five per cent. as against thirty-
three per.cent. of whites. .

The great need of the negro-to-day was declared by Me. Phillips
to be education, . the powes to form and to follow tenaciously through
life & sgricus, definite object ; and to supply this need .American
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