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Pastor and People.

IN 7ESUS' HOLY NAME WE STAND.

{From the German of Samuel Preiswerk, A.D. 1799.)

1o Jesas’ holy name we stand
Before the New Year's portal,

He holds our times within His hand,
The Ring of Life immontal.

This world is e poor, fleeting dust,

This Jesus’ name, our only trust :
He has the Life Eteinal.

In these (ew yeats, 20 poor, so brief,
\What is there us allotted,

But false desite, and anxious griel,
With traosient pleasure dotted ?

For, through them all, we are life's sport,

And, then, its thread is broken short :—
We seek a better portion.

His pilgrims to the land afar,
Bound for the realm eternal,

Led by the bti%ht and mosning star,
Thiough shiftiag scenes diurnal ;

Through all the changes of the year,

His name shines forth with radiance clear,
The Wonderful, the Father §

Upon His altar do we lay,
Along life's pathway lighted,
Ourselves, agaii, this New Year's day,
To Him by faith united,
To Him its vatied scenes we bring,
The tears we shed, the songs we sing,

In a new consecration.
—New Yerk Obiesver

ON PREACHERS AND PREACHING

BY RRV. J. A R. DICKSON, B D
IV—THE MINISTER'S WORK—THE SPIRIT IN WHICH 11
SHOULD BE DONE.

How much 1s in the spinit in which an act isdone !  That,
to 2 very large extent, makes it or mars it ; renders it beauti-
ful and attractive, or distasteful and repulsive. That if good,
not only gives it a kind heart within, but also clothes it in
beautiful garments without. It makes it such that it is more
likely to secure a favourable reception. Itarms it with &
mighty persuasive force. We need not therefore be surprised
to find that those who have wielded a great and far-reaching
influence bave been men of large and loving natures, sincere
and earnest, believing and prayerful, boid and fearless. Men
whose whole being was laid upon the altar of sacrifice. Men
who had a definite message and who were constrained by the
love of the Lord Jesus and the souls of men to impart it in
the most eflective way, and that with them is usually the
most heartfelt way, It must be poured like molten gold out
of the crucible of the soul into the open vessels of waiting
hearts—that they may be changed. Here is a note ringing
out of the olden time, from eighteen centuries ago : “ Brethren,
my hearts desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they
might be saved. . . . . I could wish that myself were
accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according
to theflesb” Again: [ beseech you, therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service.” Again, writing to the Philippians, he says : * For
many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you
even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of
Christ.”

The spirit of Paul is that of the Lord Jesus Himszlf. For
he that is joined to the Lord is one spirit. Paul was so
thoroughly surrendered to Christ that he was the instrument
of divine revelation to men. Hic epistles are pulsing with
intense heart-throbs of desire, anxiety and urzent longing to
save men. Who ever was, among men, more anxious, more
devoted? More self-forgetful, and more self-sacrificing than
Paul? Hestands in the loftiness and purity and Christliness
of His spirit on an high eminence. When he wrote to Tim-
othy touching his ministerial work, he said : * Thou, there-
fore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ]Jesus.”
Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, nghtly dividing the word of
truth.” .

“ The grace that is in Christ Jesus” is the great conquer-
ing force in the minister of the Gospel. No other thing can
anake up for the lack of that. That endues him with power.

Philip Henry, whose name is precious even to-day to those
who know him, was called “ Heavenly Heanry,” in the early
part of his ministry. We need not enquire why when weread
such things as these of him in such a narrow sphere as Worth-
enbury, his first settlement, the greatest part of the parish
being poor tenants and labouriog husbandmen ; but the souls
of such, he used to say, are as precious as the souls of the
rich, and to be looked after accordingly. His prayer for them
was: “Lord, despise not the day of small things in this
place, where there is some willingness, but much wsakness.”
And thus he writes on having a handsome maintenance settled
upon him: * Lord, thou knowest I seek rot theirs, but them.
Give me tk= souls.” He was a painstaking map of God. He
was 1n labours more abundant to win souls ; beside preaching
he expounded the Scriptures in order, catechized, and ex-
plained the catechism. IHe set up a monthly lecture of two

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

sermons. He also kept a monthly conference in private from
house to house, in which he met the more knowing and ju-
dicious of the parish ; and they discoursed familiarly together
of the things of God to their mutual edification.” His heart
was set on the salvation of hisflock. At Broad Oak he would
sometimes ask : * Are there no families to be wept over?
and answering his own question, would say : * Yes, when
there are none in a family, so far as we can judge, spiritually
alive. Asin Egypt, there was not a house in which there was
not one dead, so there are families in which not one is alive.
We weep over the body from which the soul is departed, aud
why not over the soul from which God is departed ? There
are families, too, in which God is not worshipped : and are
not those to be wept over ?  There are families where world-
liness prevails, where all are for the wealth of the world, and
where there is no care for the soul. There are families where
divisions reign, two against three, and three against two ;
and there the house is on fire, the house is falling. Thereare
families where God's hand hath been by correction, and they
have been sensible of it ; but, the correction being removed,
they are as bad as ever or worse. These are to be wept
over." Ab, this is the true Christly spirit. What intense
earnestness of soul there is there | What love! What zeal |
Does it not remind us of One of whom it was said : * The
veal of Thine house hath eaten me up? "

While there is diligence in duty and faithfulness in the
work of the Lord, yet there is a deep realization of the help-
lessness of man, and so there is a taking hold upon God by
prayer that He may make the seed grow, and bring the beauti-
ful blossoms to set in fruit and cause the fruit that is green to
ripen. The feeling the apostle expresses in these words is
that of every true minister : ** Who then is Paul, and who is
Apolios, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord
gave to every man? [ have planted, Apollos watered ; but
God gave the increase.” So they cast themselves upon God.
Of this the famous John Welsh is a notable extmple. We
are told that from the beginning of his ministry to his death
he reckoned the day ill-spent if he stayed not seven or eight
hours in prayer.”” Ah, where are the Welshes now ? It was
he who used to rise in the night and go apart to plead for
Scotland :  * Lord, wilt Thou not grant me Scotland 1 The
heart of the spirit-inspired pleader is enlarged beyond his
own narrow circle. It becomes big enough to take in the
world. Has the statement of the apostles been duly con-
sidered as setting ministers an example for continuous imita-
tion? * We will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to
the ministry of the Word.,” Prayer comes first. Prayer is ine
proper preparative. Prayer is the true posture of the soul in
the service. Prayer makes the desert a fruitful field. He who
neglects prayer cananot in the best and noblest sense succeed.

We discern the right ministerial spirit in Archbishop Til-
lotson of whom it was said, that he chose rather to live to the
good of others than to himself ; and thought that to do an act
of charity, or even of tenderness and kindness was of more
value, both in itself and in the sight of God, than to pursue
the pomp of learning,“how muchsoever his genius might lead
him to it. That reminds us of Paul's words: *And I,
brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of
Ged.” Paul had been at the university ; he was a learned
man, he was well acquainted with the wisdom or philosophy of
his time, as well as with the rhetorical studies of the masters
of eloquence, but he subordinates everything to the setting
forth of Christ Jesus and Him crucified—les: the preaching of
the cross be made of none effect. He did not want to dazzle
the minds of men with his vast knowledge and skill so that
they should wonder after him, and lose sight of Christ, but
he lifted up Christ in all that He isand has done—and this is
a true exercise of faith : it crucifies the flesh and our grand
thoughts of ourselves—and this was, we are told, * in demon-
stration of the spirit and of power.” Signs followed. God gave
the increase in con 2rted men and women. Who, sent of God
to preach the Gospel, can be coatent to go on year after year
without some fruit of this kind ? That is the ead of the
preaching of the Gospel “ to save some "—to open their eyes,
and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins,
and inheritance among them that are sanctified through faith
that is in Jesus Christ. Nothing short of this can satisfy the
God-sent minister. What are all the honours men can bestow
compared to the joy and blessedness of leading souls to
Christ ? The great John Howe when made, by Cromwell,
cour* preacher was far from being satisfied with the high
position, and chiefly because he saw no fruit of his lzbour.
He was there like a voice crying in the wilderness.. Helonged
to return to his obscurity in Great Torrington in Devon, and
this is the reason he gives to his friend, the famous Richard
Baxter: “I have devoted myself to serve God in the work
of the ministry, and how can I want the pleasure of hearing
their cryings and complaints who have come to me under con-
viction,” etc. Ah, the most musical note that ever rings in the
ear of a minister of the Gospel is the cry of a sovl under
conviction and seeking rest in the Lord. To win this is the
primary object of his preaching. To obtain this he bends
all his energies. He deévdtes himself to his work and he
delights in it—it is his meat and his drink, He thinks, e
prays, be labours in earnestness and zeal and love to lift
some into the light of the divine lfavour, and into the enjoy-
ment of the divine mercy. And there is profound truth in
what Cecil observes, that the spirit and maaner of a preacher
often effect more than his matter, ..
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SABBATH SCHOOLS AND THE MIddI10NALY
SPIRIT.

BY REV. A. E. WINCHESTFR, BERLIN,

(Concluded.)

What, then, was the cause of the immediate and powerful
progress of the Gospel in the apostolic age? They were
filled with the spirit of Christ, * For me tolive is Christ.”
** Nevertheless, 1 live: yet not I, but Christliveth in me,” etc.
“ For the love of Christ constrainethus . . . . thatthey
which live should nct henceforth live unto themselves but
unto Him that died for them and rr3e again,”

In heaven, not on earth, was their citizenship, their trea-
sure and their aflections. * They confessed that they were
stra gers and pilgrims.” They looked not upon the things
that are seen but upon the things which are not seen. To
them the spiritual kingdom of Christ and its service were
realities, and the earth and its affairs a passing show. There
was harmony belween their professiop aad their practice.

They were firm believers in prayer—especially united
prayer.

They alsv worked—each worked—all worked, Their word
was : “ This one thing I do.”” A spirit of entire devotion to
the service of their Lord characterized them. It did not
require a special call to be a missionary or worker in those
days. There was not one rule for a few to give up all, and
another for the many to dole a pittance out of their abund.
ance. They went everywhere preaching the Word. .

The weapons of their warfare were rot carnal but spiritual
—therefore were they mighty to the pulling down of strong-
holds. They realized that the arch-enterprise of Christianity
was the moral renovation of the world, therefore there was a
mutual fitness between the iustruments used and the design.
* They wrestled not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rtulers of the dark-
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places.”

They would as sonn have attempted to excite motion in
inanimate matter by moral suasion as to have engaged in this
spiritual warfare with such weapons as * doubtful artifices,”
 pious frauds " and * specious mummeries,” howsoever dili-
gently employed and wielded by the * energies of the flesh.”

This is the picture of the Church when Christ by His
spirit dwelt in her richly in all wisdom—when His love was
ilie constraining motive, the governing purpose of her life.

But the question will be asked : *Is not the spirit of
Christ embodied in the Church of to-day ; and, if so, is He
not the samc¢ fountain of life and energy as in the days of the
apostles? And does not “every seed bring forth after his
kind,” and will not the indwelling Christ produce the same
fruits in the Church—which is His body—to-day as in the
early day ? It was pointed out in answering these questions
taat man is differentiated from all other forms of life. That
herein lay the paradox, the enigma, the tragedy of all human
life. Man is made in the image of God and therefore is con-
formable to that divine type ; but as the very characteristic
of that image is 1n the fre2 will, he must of course voluntarily
and consciously conform to that type. Hence it is that we
can “frustrate the grace of God” and that we can “quench
the'spirit.”” As in these days, alas ! we fear we have done—
at least so far.

How, thep, shall we develop (s.e., to unfold, to reveal, to
uncover) the missionary spirit,” etc.? Not by playing upon
the sympathies of the children, not by asking them for their
penoies, not by stimulating their inventive faculties to plan
tableaux, tricks and trinkets for money to carry on the Lord’s
work and applaud their efforts in such form as to make them
feel that the Lord ought to be greatly obliged to them if,
indeed, they are not sometimes made to feel that they have
earned iudulgences to put over against future transgressions.
The Church is not wanting in eflort to-day, but perhaps if we
test it by the principle upon which I have been insisting,
three-fourths of the * labours abundant” arz less than nothing
and vanity. Therefore it is that a large part of the globe lie~
sterile and dead. To develop ihe missionary spirit, then,
uncover the spirit of Christ, instruct the children that it is
their reasonable service to give themselves, not alone their
pennies, to the Lord and His service, that not a few but every
Christian is, or ought to be, 2 missionary, and except as
detained by Providential restraints is to  Go and preachthe
Gospel,” and if Providentially restrained they are to vield an
adequate compensation as God shall prosper them. Do not
teach the children that they are their own, but Christ’s, that
success is not attained by becoming rich, or famous, or hon-
oured or beloved in the world but by doing the will of God ;
that they were created for this purpose, that they were pur-
chaced by the precious blood of Christ to this end, and that
the main quest in life 1s to * apprehend that for which they
were apprehended of Christ Jesus,” that being filled with the
spirit of Christ itis a greater work to win one soul to right-
eousness than (if that were possible) to alleviate all the suf-
ferings of every poor and sick and destitute one on earth—
greater than to free a nation from bondage, greater than to
restore reason to the insane, ves, greatsr than to raise tie
dead, for all these might be but a temporary good, but *they
that turn many to righteousness shall shine as the stars for
ever and ever.”

“ LISTED,” as the brokers say, at * 100 Doses one Doi-
lar,” Hood’s Sarsaparilla is always a fair equivalent for the
price.



