
COMtPAR!SONS TUA T .RE NO?' PROFITABLE.

UV KiOXONIA\N.

Il lias hecame ralier camnion ai' late ta compare the spiri-

tuai condition of the churches thirty an fart»ycars aga, with

their spi ritual condition at tht present lime. WVearetldthat
tht churclîts %vert înnch mont spi-*,tuai in the gond aid tiuies;

Ibat thene has heen a nrked decay in vital godliness ; thaI

the churches are becomiug niant and torant iîk tht wanid ; that

tht people arc; not sa spiritual -as hiey once were ; that divi-

nity sîndents are ual sa zealous, and that vreacliers are not as

pions and devated as hie» were in days gant b».
These are serions accusations, and tht peculiar liing abot

Iien is that tht» are ofîcu intended as compliments ta the last

generatian. It s assutied thaI tht aid pastor ili take il as a
coniplimient ta bie îald tht people aniang \Yhimlie labautdi
for many years arctran unspiitual, tvorldly, tifling lot who

don't even rend thein Bibles. Tîxose wîha pa thie aId pastar
ibis donhîful conmpliment, farget thaI tht cideri» and îîiddle-
nged are tht saine people that hae preachtd ta for years, andl
the yannger ancs grew up under bis pastoral cane. Il is no

compimîenlta tht aId pastor ta say that tliity are ver» îvordly
and unspinittmal.

Nor is il a compliment la thteIder lai say that the genera-

lion that bas grawn np under lis cane are devoid ni' spirituality.
Level-hecaded mien ai' tht worid woIo(a a k al around ques-

tions, migbt nsk bath minister and eIder-" What uere yon
daing Il tiiese years if thie generatian that lias grawvn up un-
der yonr cane are without spintuality» "Il is a cruel thing la

tell agcd ministers, eiders, ciass leaders, college professons,
Sabbatlî schoal teachens and afficens, and tht cutire body of
Christian workers, that notwthstanding ail their prayens and
efforts, a generation has growvn up under their care, almast
tatal» devaid ai' spiitualit». Tht man who can consider that
a compliment must have a strangel» consituted mind. Would
il not lhe dealing more kindly wivillthteivonkens ai tht ast
generatian ta allow îhem tan dite ith tht idea that tht» had

dont sanie good ta tht geucratian that is ta foloîv theni. Ht
nîay bie taid ibat man» ai' the men who saV that tht Churcli
bas Iost ils spiitualil» are tht very men who trained tht pre-
sent generatian. Wiel, if people ill belittie and disparage
tht %vank wich God gave them ta do, wvt suppose thent is no
htlp for il.

Tht compliment becomes waorse whtn we loak at il (roui
tht parental sîandpoint. Tht prescrit generalian are tht sans
and danghîers af'thie genenatian that is-passing naa. Is il a
compliment ta aged faîhers and mathers ta remind thern that

thtir children have îunued out badly. Is iî doing a kindness
ta a gond aId man ta tell hum iliat lus sons and danghters are
tatal devaid aof spiritualit» ? People vhîo believe what tht
Bible says about training ciildrnu liiIhave great dififculty in

seeing haw lack ai' spiituality in chlldren lis evidence oi'

spiitualil» in their parents. Pnaving this generalion bad is
scancel» a Biblical way ai' proving tht last generatizn god.

Ont hears and reads a good many stupid things in a

twelve.manth, but tht mosî densel» stupid tling anc even
niecîs is tht attempita compliment tht spiritualit» ai' tht

past generation b» showing tbat tht presemît genenatian are
devaid oi' spirilnatity. Witbiu certain limitations tht preseul
genenation is exactly what the past generation bas made it.

No betler, no wanse, no othen. [f the young nmen are nient
%woridiings and tht yanng wamtn fols, theneamnst have beeni
somelhiiig radicaîl» wïang about Iheir home and churclu
training, for bce il enembertd tht» ere al îraiîîed at a imne
whcn it is said tht Clnnch %vas highlyspiriîuah. Badhy-trained
ianilies are tnot among the evidences ai a higb spiritual con.
dition in tht Church.

Thene is so much said in church cincles about tht deca» af

spiitualit» in tht Chunch that the newspaper mien are going
ta work on tht decay question. Within tht ast fewv wetks we

have rend a coupe ai artices in eading secular journals in
wbich it was gravel» stated tbat spiritual religian is fast
dying aut, and that tht Churcb is becoming " just ike the
world."1 And %vhat do aur readers îink was tht evidence
given ai' this alarming fac ? Now hoid your sidces and pire-
pane for the warst. Ont a ite vitrs proved the dtcay by the
alieged f ict that

THE OLD-TIE TEA MEETING

vas a mont serions affain than the modern ont. Tht speakers
wene tmant slid ! Noa that was a Most unfotunate iue oc
evidence ta go ont on. Sontai' us einember tIhe aid-ine
tea-nieeting- Wc rcmember the speeches ai îhirty yeans
aga. Ves, wc rememben sanie ai' hem n iglît well. \Ve remcm-
ber sontai' tht "jokes" and a gaod man» ai' tht « anecn
dates.", Saie ai' tht speeches wvtnc good, sane %vert indiffer.
ent, and a iew %vtnt-wtll, in bad laste, and that is exactly
how they are at Ibis ver» day. Sint ministers ai' tht aiden
ime did occasional» mmur thetîaii-end ai' an aid sermon i

a tta-nieeting speech, but they.usually îackcd a fcw ghad-to-be.
hene sentences ta il for an introduction, and îonchcd il an
at the end wjîh a star» about au lisbman or saine otbci
Man. Some do that saine thing yet. But we suhuitt thai
the tail-cnd ai a senmon with a giad-îo-be-liere inîraductiar
and dAted bere and thene wiîb pointless anecdotes is lbt
poorest kind af piatform speech. Men usual»y deiiver thai
kind of a speech, flot because they are spiittial»y minded, hi
becanse the» are ton bus», on 100 ,Iazy, or too hainess t
gel up anyîbiug better. Spiritnaliiy bas notbing ta do witi

But the case oi' aur critic breaks down varse than evi
when we îest.t b» tht following iacî. bMati» aitht old-timt

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

oratans who spoke the alleged Ilsolid I things nt tea meetings
are yct in tht flesh. Mnny of them still go ta tea mectýlgs,
and makt spttches. WVhatever solidity or spinkutality the
Churchi enjoyed -fron their ptesence and orating is enjoyed
still. Xhere, then, dots the decay coîî'z in?

Tht ather critic rci'errcd ta undertakes ta prove that the
Church is I becoming lîke thteîvorld '"-this aid phrase must
bt geîting tired-bcause caugregatians build large and ex-
pensive places of nrsip. This is a tnnch largtr point, andi
munst ba laid ovcr tilI next week.

Meantiine, we thînk it reasonably clear thnit decline in
spiritnality is net provcd by tht difference between ancieti
and modern tea ineetingE A cangregatian may be in a good

spiritual condition and have a good social meeting occasion-
aly, and itrnay bc as dead as julius C.usz-r, and neyer have
a meeting ai' that kind at al. For evider.ctai' spititu-ality or
tht revense %vc must go deeper than the varions phases of' tea-
meeting aratory. __________

AAfERCAN CONeGREGA TIOIVALISdf.

Tht National Cotincil %vas organizcd in 1871, and has mtt
tvery third ycar sinct. At rirst, many aof tht Churches looked
askanct at it and i'ouglit shy afifi, but now it appears ta be
gcneraliy regarded with favour, and accepîed as the High
Parliament ai' tht denomination.

Tht following are tht statistics aof tht body, accarding ta
its last year-book: Number ai' churches, 4,170 ; nul-ber Of
ministers, -1,043 ; nuber ai' chnrch members, 418,564 ; nu-
btr aof additions b» Confession ai' Faith, 21,789. Reports ivere
given ai' the varions institutions cannected wth the denomina-
tien, frram which il appears that a large amaount ai' wark is
being doue, and that things 'vear a gent rai aspect ai'lite and
prospenity. This is especially truc ai tht missionîs, bath home
and foreign, and ai tht educationai agencits iu aperation.

While deeply interesled in tht varionsCanins ai' Christian
activity, and the many schetes ai' benevolence brauglit hefone
tht couticil, the rtrf this paper had bis attention particu.
Ian»y directed, ýor rtasons which il is net necdil ta recount
here,to tht nature and wvorking ai' th: organization îtsei', as part
and parcel ai a system aof Chunch polity. Thtfilrst and mast
strîking feature ai' the assembl» tvas ils represtutative charac-
ter. MNenbetihip was uat individual, -as in the Cangregationai
Union ai' Scaîland, but elective. Tht rail ai'Catcii gives a
list afIl"constituted bodies and delegats." Tht constituent
bodies are Associations, Conférences, Cansociations, and
Unions. Thest are flot ver» unlike Prtsbyteries and Synods,
while the Triennial National Council tsei' is a sort ai' Con-
gregational Gentral Assembly.

At ils organization, in 1871,l this Council disclaiinicd ail hut
advisary functians, and pledgtd itsei' uaeta encroach an the
rights and privileges ai' local churches. But, cariy lu ils bis-
tory, h t as confronted iith tht question ai' ministrial stand-
ing, and aftern wrestling with kia ng and paîenîl», a de-
liverance was arrived at during the recent meeting, %vhich cen-
tainiy dots not harnionize with the istorical teachings of
congregationai independency. Tht old.time doctrine of' this
denomnination has been that tht local church is an autanom-
ans bady, haviug ail ecclesiastical powecr and fuincttîam
within tsei'; that il is subject ta nia onîside interference, anc
needs no atsidt help ta makt il camplete ; that it can eiect,
cail, ordain, discipline and depose its ministers ; and that ils

t acts are nat amenabît ta rtview or revisian b» any other
body, prelate, prince, or potentate. AIl this was unceremaoni-
ansI» brushed aside, and at ane felI swoap tht suprei

1 authonit» ai' tht local church consigned ta limbo. It wa5
resolved : I"Thit standing in the Congregational ministry h:
acquined b» tht inîfilment ai' these tbrec conditions : (i) Mcm.
bcrship in a Congregatianal Church . (2) Ordination ta îht

*Christian Mvinistry ; and (3) Receptio7n as an ordained minis.
ter unta the felovship ai' tht Congregational churches, b)

4 menus ai' mernbership in the Association, Canférence, or what,
g ever body inay comprise tht aggnegalian ai' local churches
e u tht course ai' the debates an this mater which occupieý
amnch lime, niant indetd, than any allier subject consideree
;t by the Council,independtncy gaI many bard tbrusts, tht idea c

e churches passessing ordaiuing paîvers %vas pooh-poahed ;i
e was asserîed that ministers had a right ta be tried b» theii

- Ilpeers;"» and finail», Ilthat il was tht duty aof tht Council ti
e have knowledge and care ai' the churches, just tht saie asi

%vas tht dut» ai' tht individual church ta have knowiedge an<
cane ai' tht individuai niembers."

75 Naw this is Prcsbytenianism, not Congregationalism. It i

f egislatian for tht local church, and an exercise ofai'anhonitý
ae ven il For, according ta tht position now tak-en, a loca

rs cbnrcb can neither ma<e nonnnmaktamniiister. John Robin
1.san, wlîost name occnpied tht central position ai' banaux in
c.circlet ai' names, conspicnonsly emiblazoned at tht Counci
r. distincti» atrmns: IlTht minisîry is tht chuncb's,.and depend

ly upon il as tht adjunct upon tht subjcct, sa tas if the chunc

ýn dissolve, tht ministr» ceaseth ; wich tht same church tha
aO gives it inay take away, and make that ivas a ministen, ii

e. minister."
Pff Amnerican Congregationalisiii bas always difftred greatl

er from British Cougegatianalisin, and especiali» in ils practict

at limitations ai' the pawens and prerogatives ai'thie local chnrcl
)n Yet aIl along tht caurse of ils bistan», there bas been a cor

te stant rebellian on tht part of the people against these limite
at tiens. Thus, the Council systemn bas been insistcd npo
ut as essential ta tht ondination'and setulement ai' ministers. Bt
te il has fallen m6e and mare into disuse, until, as stated nt li

th last Council, îhree-i'ourîhs ai' tht ministens have been spttîb
wthnut instaiment. Tht allempt ta enfonce insîniment i

er Council bas faled. Now thene is au endeavaur, as Dr. %Vasl
e ington Gladden expresscd it, I"ta enfance mcmbcrship in assi
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ciations at the point of the ecclesiastical bayanet,"' wh:clt, no

danht, will (ail aîsa. Cangregatianalisni, net aniy in the United

States, but the wnrld nver, is like the wonib af Rebecca.

There are two manners of people in it, anc holdaing flic essen-

liai principles of' Presbyterianism, and the other gaing (Or in-

dependency pure and simple. In the United States) the New

Engianders teanuto Presbyterinflistfl, hile the neiver and

frcer west inclie, as might be expccted, ta aid-style itnde-

pendency. This division aof opinion and practice is a source

aof weakness, if oniy in thec amaunt aof time which is consumtd

by the two factions iu contending witii each other. Al

ecciesiastical systenis are but platfornms for %vorknien ta stand

upan while building the temple af the Lord. When ton much

time ks spent in plattorni building, il will necessarily retard the

pragress aof the main structure. This bas aiways been ane af

the greatest hindrances aof the growth of Canadian Cangrega.
tianalistr. There bas been a constant tinkering aof the machin-

ery, instead af keeping il bnsily at wark. A. B. C.

TE DEAMl LA LIDAAf US.

In IlThe Psalter of the llssed Virgin," the publication

of wvhîch has, mare than ance, been authoanzed by the Vatican,

that grand oid hymn, commonly cailed thetIlTe Deum," is

alîcred seans tealzae ik appiy taeîlhe motiier aof jesus. For
this form of it, thetilîle this article receives, '<'e praise thet
0 Goddcss," is a vcry suitable ont. The (ollowing is a

translation oai kfrain the Italian

We cause aur praises ta ascend ta Thet, 0O Maîher af God;
we extai Thec, 0O'Mary the Virgin.

Al the earîh orships Thcc, tht Spause aof the Eternal
Father.

To Thte, ail Angels and Archangels, ta Thet ail Thranes and
Principalities humbly bov doiwn thtmnselves.

To Thee, ail thet Powers and thc highcst Intelligences in the
tht heavens, and al Dominions yitld obedience.

Ta Thee, ail Chairs, ta Thet, Cherubini and Seraphim i oyaus.
ly ininister.

Ta Thee, aIl angclic creatures contînually sing with the
voice af praise.

Holy, Holy, Haly Mary, Mather aof Gad, Virgin and also
Mather.

The heavens and the earth are ful af the glaons majesty of
t the fruit of' îly wormb.
Tht glorians chair of the Apostles unitedly praise Thet, the

Mather af its Creator.
The 'lure assembly aof the blcssed MNartyrs in concert extal

Thet, the Maîher of Christ.
t The gloriclus ..rmy of tht Conifessors calls Thet the holy tem-

ple af tht Trinity.
The lovely chair ai' tht haly Virgins joyausly praise Thet, the

e\ample ai humility and aof Vîrgîn punît».
Thetvhale heavcnly chair honours Thet as Queeu.

*Tht Cliurch thraughanî aIl the world acknovledges Thet, and
calîs on Thet.

s Mother af tht Divine Maîesty.
1. The venerable, the truc Spouse ai' tht King ai' heaven, holy,

s aving and pionus.
Thon act tht Mîsîsress af the Angels, Thou art the gale af

Paradise.
s Thou art the ladder ta tht kiugdam aand tht glory at heaven.
.r Thou art tht marriage bed, Thau art the ark of piey and af

t- gract.
e Tlhou art tht source and sprîng aifnîercy ; Thon art the Spouse

' -and Miother ai' the King af etennal ages.
s Thou art tht temple and sancluary aof the Haly Spirit, and tht
k_ noble dining hall ai' the mast hoiy Trinity.
e Thon art tht medintrix betveeii men and God, kind ta us mon-

- tais and tht iighc nof heaven.
,Y Thau art boldness ta those flhîing, an advocate ta sinuers;
L_ Thou art acompassianale refuge ta the wrechcd.
. Thon -art tht dispenser aof heavenly gifts, tht destroyer aof dcv.

ýd ils and ai tht prand.
ýd Thon art the Mistress aof tht worid, the Quten af Heaven, and,

ýf after God, aur anly hapt.
t Thou art salvation ta eveny ane who seeks thet, a haven ta tht
r shiptwrecked, comfort ta the wretched, and a refuge ta
te those in perd.
t Thon art tht Mlother of ail tht Blesstd, aiter God, their full
id jay, tht jay ofai'al the inhabitants ai' heaven.

Thon art the pramoter ai' the righteous, tht receiver af tht
is stnayed, Thon art the Promise 01 aid ta tht Patriarchs.
tY Thonu ert tht ight ai' truth ta tht Praphets; Thon wert tht
al praise ai' tht Aposties and thein wisdom ThonuIvert tht

n- teacher of the Evangelists.
a Thonu vtrt boldness ta the Martyrs, an exarnple ta tht Cou-
i, fessans, tht boasî, tht glany and joy aof tht Virgins.
s To free man fromn tht exile ai dcath, Thon didst rective the Son,
h aof God juta thy %womb.
at \Vhen Thon badst vanquishtd aur oadFat> tht kingdom aof

la eaven ivas apencd again ta the faithfi'u.
Thou, with thy Son, art setîd at tht ighit hand aof the

Y Father.
:al 0, Virgin Mi\ary, Thon intercedest for ns %with Himn whom ,,e
:h. believe wili ont day be aur Judge.
a-. We, theretane, pray rîîee that Thou wauidst caule ta tht help
:a. ai' thy tenvants ; ta ns redeemcd witb tht preciaus biood

ai'o thy Soli.
ýut 0, pions Virgin Mary, hear us 1 cause us ta be rewardcd ih

he eternaijoy with thy Saints.
ed Save thy people, O Lady, that wc may be made panlalcers af

by tht inheritance of thy Son.
;h Be aur guide, aur support and defence for ever.
a- Every day, 0 Mary, aur Lady, we sainte Thet. T. F.
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