
$36

7HR CANADA PRESB YTERIAN,
PMb.teri PUBLISHED BY THE -

Pebtran Printing and Publishing Compan,
(C. BLACKRTT ROBINSON).

AT JORDAN STREET, TORONTO.

TRRMS: $2 per annum, iu advancc..
ADVERTISING TERM3.-Under 3 months, ro cents per linepoe iaê.ioai; 3 montha, $i per lino; 6 xonths, $z.5o per lino; i yearme.g. No advertisement charged at les, than five lines. Nonse otheBiian tnobjectionable advertisuxsents taken.

TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, AUGUsT 15th, 1888.

TIHE vitality of some questions is marvellouls. Some
of the best papers in the United States are vigorously
discussing how far a spiritual court should concern
itself with matters flot distinctly spiritual. The
question is an old one, but every variety of opinion
prevaîls and the disputants contend as vigorousiy as
if nothing had ever been said on the topic before.

IT is flot in the realm of theology alonte that ques-
tions live long. The great politicai battie now going
on in the United States is nominally for the Presiden-
tial chair. Actualiy it is a fiscal fight between Pro-
tection and an amended tariff looking a little-pre.
clous iittle-toward Free Trade. If all appearances
arenjot deceptive, fiscal questions wili be the main
issue at the next Dominion election in Canada. The
questions are not by any means new, but they are as
far from being settled as they ever were. It might
sirnplify matters a iittle to acknowledge that there are
smre probIems in politics and theology wàich can
neyer be solved, or at ieast are flot ikely to be in our
day._________

IF the presence of much smoke always proves the
existence of somne tire there must be something wrong
with the questions that are set for teachers and can-
didates for entrance to our High Schools. These ex-
arninations are invariably followed by an outburst of
indignant criticisms in the press. It can scarceîy be
possible that iso much would be Written werc there
nothing to write about. Hundreds of students are
exarnined every year in Toronto University, in
Queen's, in Trinity, in Osgoode Hall and eisewhere,
and though candidates fail everywhère there is usuaîîy
very littie complaipt about the exar6ination papers.
primary, first intermediate, second intermediate, and
filiai examinations are conducted at Osgoode Hall
every three rnonths and a word of complaint is rareîy
heard about the resuit of these examinations. The
examninations at ail the Universities usually pass off
with very littie criticism. Why shouid there be such
a noise about examinations conducted by the officiais
of the Department of Educatian ? If, as 15 se often
alleged, somne of these officiaIs prepare papers to
show their own cleverness rather than fairly to test
the knowledge of those examined the sooner such
work cornes to an end the better.

A MEMBER of the New York Presbytery thus de-
scribes the performance of a sad duty-a duty which
we think bas neyer been discharged by any Canadian
Presbytery, certainly not by any Western Presbytery:

We have just returned from disbanding an old and onceprosperous Church. The pastor resigned and was dismissed;
the committee was named for the giving of any remainingletters of dismission of mem bers; the book was put in the
hands of the Cierk of Presbytery for preservation; then thieroll was lessened by the erasure of a long familiar title, and
the. deed was doue. Everybody feit a sense of depression ;it was a melaucboly meeting. And one of the more
thoughtful ministers remarked, as we went finally forth from
the building : ilWell, it seeins that 6'jtrusalem, my happy
home?' is the only place ' where congregations ne'er break
up.$9
W. cannot recail a case in Canada in which a Pres-
byterian Church, oe prosperous, was disbanded.
Congregations have beeni united, and there are many
more that would be better united if they only thought
so. Notbing but an extraordinary flight of population
or the most outrageous bungling on the part of a

Prsy.ycould- lead te the extinction of a congrega-
àio titf cur*,coceivable that a congregation
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might decline in vital Godliness until it became ex- many who dlaim to be Christians are equally busy' itinct. An unconverted pastor with unconverted seeking to lay up treasures on eartb, and at the Samoffice-bearers would kili any congregation in time. time are striving flot to be unmindful of the injuutC
Such a cousummatinn, however, wouid hardly be tion to lay up treasures in heaven. There are obyl-
possible uuless a majority of the Presbytery wre as ous efforts to reconcile the irreconcilable. There 81
dead spiritually as the expiring congregation. many acting on the belief that it is possible to sCTV

God and Mammon. Many are endeavouring to m8ke
THE Chicago Times has been publishing some the best of both worlds, by trying to make sure of tbeO-ýe, startling facts in regard to the condition of factory present at ail hazards.argirls in that city. Assuming the facts to be as stated, The same restless activity bas found its way ifltOthe word horrible is none ton strong to describe the the Churches. In these, there is much emulatiOli,

treatmeut of mauy of these girls. And yet, as the whether of a healthy or unhealthy sort time will de-
Interior shows, there is another sîde to the shameful termine. Is the animating spirit of every conrg
s tory: tion the earnest desire to do ail the good they ct iBut it must be remembcred that this girl-slavery is vol- the Master's name and for His sake? Is there a dOti ý
u ntary. Thère lu an increasing demnand for domestic -pcosdsr nteCuce osv olt dfhelp, at wages double what these factory girls average, spcoseirinteCucstoavsusoedf
a nd this deuiand remains but poorly supplied. It is very the body of Christ, by strengthening the temnPt';difficuit to get a satisfactory domestic servant at auy wages. eucouraging the despondent, lifting the failen ailThese slave girls can have clean and comfortable homes, promoting the spirit of Christian brotherhood ?moderate work, excellent boardinz, kindly treatmeut, fresh aair-ail the comforts of life if they will accept it. If they teeo steenta ae eieo h at0choose rather to crowd each other dowu to staivation wages some Churches, to vie with each other in the erectiGO-tand foui quarters, they have themselves to blame for it, of splendid edifices, to take pride in the appearalcýunless in exceptional instances. If hait these girls would they are able to make, and to lay themselves open tO,go out to domnestic srrvice they would largely imnprove t he th era htteyrecsigob pcswu#condition of those who remain, in wages, hours and treat- terpoc htte r esn ob lcswcment. men and women meet to worship God, andb
These remarks apply with equal force to nearly every strenigthened by the service to lead holy, humble, al'
city and town in this Dominion. If girls will work Christ-like lives in the world ? It may be the s1îi0«
in factories as slaves when they might have comfort- of foes, not the honest criticism of friends of religOflhgble homes, good board, good wages and good treat- that describes the fashionable Church as a religiO1O
ment as domestic servants, they must take the conse- club, for well-to-do people. It is for ail sincere frien4*
quences. There is no law that we know of that can of the Churches to ask themselves if there is 8t
shield a factory girl from the resuits of ber own folly. possible ground for such a reproach. If our ChurChe'ýý
It is much harder to get a good domestic servant in should become such exclusive institutions, it is certa*w
almost any part of Canada thau to get a doctor, or that pure and undefiled religion, and practical pi«t

>lawyer, or preacher. The demand for the work of iu themn can have only a sickly existence.
tdomestic servants is the one kiud of demand that There is no fault to be fouud with active ChristigO

knows no decline in this couutry. effort. There is flot by any means too much Of
___What bas to restrained is an aimless, sentmi tidl;J

DR. DANIEL CLARK, the able and accomplished fussiness that exhausts the worker, leaving hlm or b
superinteudeut of the Toronto Luuatic Asylum, writes with ouly the satisfied consciousness, of duty done, bt
the following lu reply to some press commeuts on the from which there 15 fno other perceptible effie1
escape of a patient which took place the other day: Again, there are niany idiers in many coVg1tý

I sec a city item in which blame lu chargcd against the gations who might easiiy be drafted into the rankS 0asylum authorities, because " withiu a week two lunatics Christian workers if a littie tact and foresight WIhave made good their escape." This lt flot correct, as only exerci-.ed, and flot so much ieft to mere whim1::l'one made good her escape, sud as she has only been gone impulse. Great advances have been made in ièsixty hours she may be soon heard of or return, as many do.it u frgotentha auasyum15 lota piso wih ion fecting organizations which have been muitiplîed tO0doors, bars, and heavy locks. The patients are allowed a such an extent that some are inclined to thlnk tb8good deal of liberty aeeing tbcy are flot criminals, sud have this phase of Christian activity is lu danger of cruS1
no personal restraint put upon them. One bundrei sudforyV-one patients in this asylum are neyer under lock and îgotidvdaiyo fot n aigwSkey lu the day time, yet not over two or three annually clope should be hearty and spontaneous, merely mechalllt0
out of over 86o under treatunent. An asylum from which aud perfunctory routine. Systematic and coibiled..no patient cau escape is a veritable gaol, and flot a home effort is indispensable, and, when properly inspî1Md'and hospital, as an asylum should be. Ail the particular ,msefetveadpdcieo
of the receut elopement were reported to me by the mei au ad guided, otefctvan prdtieoofficer in charge on M onday last on my returu and, in justice resuits. It bas, however, its weak points.to tbem, this correction is due. The large amount of outward activity in Christl' «
Dr. Clark lu distinctly right. Better that a patient work is teiiing on the spirituality of the ChuTcJ'0,
should escape occasioually than that 86o unfortunates There have been notable advances in external P1ro~ ,
should be kept under lock aud key. An asylum is perity.- Contributions are more liberal, and thefe
not a prison. The iumates of an asylum are flot a quickened sense of responsibiity-aîî heathftl 304
criminals. It will gratify every humane man lu On. hopeful indications. Is there a corresponding ta-
tario to know that Dr. Clark manages the over- vance in the spiritual life of the Churches ? DO t 'crowded institution, of which hee bas charge, in such incessant dlaims of outward duty leave suffitd'0"t \ýa way as to aliow mauy of the lumates a good deal of time and opportunity for quiet, meditative, devotlOîfl
liberty. If restraint is the only thing wanted it would reading of the Scriptures, and such works as heiFbe easy, tbough uuspeakably brutal, to put the 86o streugthen devout and revereutial feeling? Is Pl8Yd,"
patients in irons. The friends of the insane and uow maiuly offered amid the dé-gree of publîcity b
idiotic part of our population are no doubt thankfui the famiiy circle and the prayer meeting affad ord
that our asylums are under the care of humane the door of the closet left iudefiuitely shut ? NaY# tb@
Christian gentlemen, who look upon an asylum as a question may flot be inopportune whether the t0 ~home and hospital-not a prison. honoured and blessed practice of familywosp'

maintained in Christian homes with anyth'fl lt
WORK A.ND PRA Y the regularity of former years ? If these vaiàabm'

means for individual growth in grace are negleA%'1ý,1
Tis qage, -more than mauthal aepeee t san tesciiei ra, nrh osqecs À


