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TORONTO. FRII)AY, J UNE 28, aS7S.

TuIE VERDICT.

IT is, ive are rejoîceti ta say, the unanimous
verdict cf ail wvho wvere mcmbcrs cf the

Gecrai Asscmbly hid at Hamilton, or werc
spectators cf its procecdings, St who havc
been attentive readers cf the reports in thc
daily papers, that the Assembiy was mast
harmonious and satisfactoay. Thc spirit ex-
hibitcd ti:roughout ail its sessions tvas de-
lightful ta ivitncss. If thcrc ivas divcrsity cf
opinion in regard ta several, important mat-
tcrs, there t'as anc dcsirc ta, rcach sale andi
sound conclusions andi ta preserve the most
fricndiy relations. ItEs questionableifEn any
anc of the Synods andi Assembiies that have
recently been hclti cither in America or
Great Britain, there ivas anything ta, excel
the Generai Assembiy cf the Preshyterian
Church in Canada, in point cf the abiiity cf
its speakers or cf the substantiai unanimity
cf the whoie. This Assernbly bas donc muchi
to set forth the thoroughness cf the union cf
the four churches that have brcome one in
name. In itself Et was an outward anti visible
emblem, cf the union that prevails througho'at
the Canadian Church. It is a guarantee that
the aid Unes are rapitiiy disappearing, anti ie
have in it an carnest cf the triumphant pro-
gress cf tc Church in the ycars that are ta
corne.

We have already commenteti at Iength
upon the work which has been donc on behaif
cf Home Missions as reporteti by its Conven-
ers, Drs. Cochrane anti MacGregor. Since
aur last issue the report cf Foreign Missions
has been recciveti anti adopteti. It may be
caileti the two-fold report cf the Foreign Mis-
sien Conimittee proper, anti cf the Juvenile
C,)mmittec. Their rcturns show that there
is 2 grawing intcrest taken En this work by ail
the =ogregations. The great enterpalse cf
aur Church in India anti China Es being
prasccuteti with zeal andi liberaiity. !f the
incarne cf the Church for this undertaking
be stili toc straitened, that Es hardly ta, be
wondered at when we consider the'depresseti
state cf commerce. But Et Es satisfactory ta
knotv that the contributions as a whole show
an increase ovcr previaus years. We arc glati
tat the Foreign Mission cause bas kept its

own duriîag the past ycar, andi we are satistied
that the year upon which we have cntcred
wiii bc anc oî markcd activity andi libcrality
En support cf this work. Tie report cf the
juvenile Conmittea was one cf niucli Entercst
andi promise. Viewct iEn rcfercncc to, te
double aspect of this special departmcnt, viz.,
the aid Et gives to Foreign Missions, anti the
cducation cf the youtng in the inatter of mis-
sionary cuterprise, nothing couiti bc morte
satisfactory thaît the resuits whiclî have bcen
gaicti. It Es cause for rejoicisng titat the
benevoienice cf the Sabbath schools Es thus
swelling the main streamn cf the benefactions
of the Ciaurch. Blut what shahl wc say cf dit:
cfl'cct tapon the young ticmscives ? It is se-
curir.g the valuable result cf makilig the
P'rcsbytcrian Chiurcli tiaoroughly missionary
ini its spirit anti chara cter. The day is coin-
Eîîg wlit:ît aur yauth, who arc being educateti
isitu titis wvork, wili compose the iineîîabershiip
cf the Cliurcla, andt thcn there will neo longer
be anything iteard cf those refusing ta give
ivho do net believe in Forcigii Missions whaien
ive have se much ta do at home. The Sab-
bath school missieaiary box is an invaluabie
factor En thc bencvotcnce cf our Church, anti
upon Et depentis far mare tian the swelling cf
contributions. For educatcd tîtus ta give, Et
cannot biut bc that missionaries vili go forth
froni aur Sabbatlî schools ta undertake for
te Master En the foreign work cf the Clhurcli.

The report cf Principal McVicar upon
Frencli Evangelization is aise highiy satisfac-
tory anti pro mising. This isa cause whicli, in
conimron with the generai work cf Home
Missions, appeais ta cur patriotism. The
French spcakîng people En Uhc Dominion is
an important element cf our population.
Thcy arc hereditariiy Roman Cathoiic, anti
yet as the young generat ion take the place cf
the aid, their attachment ta the Church of
Rame Es being lcssened, and the influence cf
education andi literature upon them Es bcing
grcatly increaseti. From, the nurnbcr cf con-
versions which have taken place amongst the
priests ar di the Frenchi speaking people En the
iowcr provinces, a work Es being donc that
calis for gratitude to Almighty God. It is an
encouraging wcrk. This enterprise Es promis-
ing for the future. It neetis ta be prosecuteti
now with more than the ardeur anti carnest-
ness which have marketi the past. The ap.
peais for aid ta, this cause cannot be disre-
gardeti, anti wiii flot ive are satistleti be set
aside. The future of Frencli Evangelization
Es secureti, anti the ccmmittee gcing back to
their sphere with the endorsation cf the Gen-
eral Assembly, will fei strengthened anti
encourageti ta prosecute their cause with the
utmest zeal anti hopefulncss. The varicus
other schemes reporteti upon at this Assembiy
arc in an efficient anti promising condition.

The important question cf Hymnology Es
new settleti, anti we venture ta say settled
according to, the general mind cf the Churchi.
We respect the opinions cf such gentlemen as
Dr. Robb, Mr. Wilson anti ochers. Thcy are
censcienticus mnen. They have at heart te
bcst interests cf te Church. At the sanie
tErne, were their views ta, prevail, Et woulit
neccssarily entail a long period cf keen con-
tention, and,. foster andi encourage thc very
evii which they are seeking most strcnuously
ta resist Thcy cannot naw prevent the use
cf Hynins in publie worship. They cught

flot to prevent a movcment which Es intcnded
toasccurc titis niost desirable rcsqult of thc bcst
and most orthodox hynins being sung. It
sccms a rnattcr of common scnse, if flot cf
nccssity, that the Church shauld legislate
tapon te subject. It is promising for the
future that a large and influential committec
lias titis mattct an charge, which has bcen in-
structcd ta prepare a collection, and ta sub-
mit it ta the various l>rcsbytcrics. This
commrittc wvill bc largcly confiincd In Its
secction to the hymn bocks now in use. and
thcrc cannlot bc much discussion upcn the
adoption 'of those which may bc narned. And
it will doubtiess exercise a discriminatlng
taste in regard ta any hyrns which may bc
proposcd ta, bc addcd from Q thcr sources.
Thcrc is conscquently now te prRspcct of
te Churchi obtaining a book whicll will be

adoptcd by the next General Assimblys and
which will pass Enta spccdy circulation
amongst those congrcgations %vhichi arc in the
habit cf using Itynns in public worship. "T-he
churchecs whicli do flot use hymns will of
course bc frce to pursue their own way,
in the cmployment cf the Psalms cf David
cxclusively, or in addition ta, these cf the
version of paraphrases and the five hynins.

It is gratifying to the many friends of the
Rev. Dr. Fraser, Iately of the 'iarrnosa mis-
sion, that substantial justice has been donc ta
that gentleman. He is approved by the
General Assembly as a Christian man, a.i
his fitncss for the work cf a rnissionary Es
carnestly commcnded. He rieeds the condo-
lence of the Church in bis rnany afflictions,
and hie now goes forth armcd with the sym-
pathy and praycrs cf the Assernbly. That
Dr. Fraser bas a great future before hilm wc
cannot for a marnent doubt. With his ac-
quirements as a medical missionary, and with
his knowledge cf the nianners and customis
a~nd latiguage af the Chinese, lie is fltted for
this special work as few men can be. And
with the experience hie has had cf actual
work, we are sure hie wiil live ta, prove himsclf
a nobler sokiier af the Cross in heathen lands
than lie bas evter been. WVe bespcak for Dr.
Fraser the sympathy, prayers andi benevolent
aid cf the Church at large.

We cannat conclude without saying at the
risk cf repeating ourselves, that we regard
with grateful delight the Assembly at Hamil-
ton. We pray that the spirit which animatcd
Et will show itself thraughout the cntire
Churcli. It is aur earnest prayer that its
work may have an untolti influence upon the
activity, zeal andi benevolence cf ail the con-
gregations; anad aur oniy wish is that the next
Assembiy may prove its superlor in regard ta
the ability of its members, andi ta, the interest
andi value cf its proceedings.

THE MODEC-A TOR.

T HERE is anather verdict which is quite
as unanimous as that ta which we have

referred iEn aur article, and that Es that the
Rev. Dr. Jenkins proveci himself to, be an ex-
cellent Moderator. Uniting firmness with
gentleness, lie was abie ta, control the Assen-
bly without any self-assertion cf authority.
His decisions on point of order were given
promptly andi were accepted by -te House
withotIt discussion, or were sustaineti ini every
instance cf appeal. He received te dérégates


