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. THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

.Dxcesiner 1th 1543,

L v me—

Piasror axp FrorLy,

4 FRIBENDLY LETTFR ADDRESSED TO
MEBCHANTS,

My Dran Fnirsn,—Thoro is great truth in the
assertion that we aro ““a nation of shopkeopers.”
Iondon espocially i a city of merchants.  Wo aro not
ashamed of it.  Commioree is a blessing to wankind,
and our British nicrchants aro amoung tho most hon-
ourablo, industrious, and charitable men in all the
world,

But you lave dangers peculinr to' your calling, as
overy class has,  Will you forgivo a friendly voico
which, for tho love of Christ our Saviour, speaks of
threo versea of Holy Seripturo, which should not Lo
forgotten by you ?

L=* A falso balance is abomiuation to tho Lond,
but a_just woight is His delight.” (Proverbs xi. 1.)
On this verso 1 will not remarknuch, 1 would rather
God’s Word should speak than that I should scem to
bring an offensivo imputation. 1 would not accuso,
but only warn. Itis no accret that thore aro tricks in
trado ; nor that many things which aro dishonest aro
done because every ono does them. Moroovor, if it
wero nut too painful to remember, names would soon
occur of men onco highly respected who fell moat
deoj . .nder tho tomptation to bo quickly rich by
means which would not bear the daylight. It is hard,
no doubt, to go against the stream. In tho tromen-
dous race fur a living now-n-days, short bye.paths
must bo very inviting. DBut, if you stand fast in
Christ's strength, you will have an approving con-
scicnce and the blessing of tho Lord, which maketh
truly rich, May Ho Help you!

1I.—'* And man's life consisteth not in tho abund-
anco of the things which ho possesseth.” (St. Luke
xii, 16.) No! Abundancoe docs not mnke life. The
millionairo may bo dead whilo lie liveth, This verse
was spoken in connoction with tho parable of tho rich
fool, who laid up treasure for himself and was not
rich toward God. If we have not a good hopo for
the life which is to como through Christ, we shall be
liko Dives—have our good things (such as thoy aro)
in this life. Our Saviour entreats you to lay up
treasuro in heaven, where neither moth nor rust cor-
rupt, and whore thisves do not break through aad
steal. Perhaps in a great commercial nation liko ours
there aro as many hearcers *“ amony thorns * as of any
of tho four clazses. Tho Word of God often brings
no fruit to perfection because men are so cngrossed
and absorbed in the riches, cares, and pleasures of
this lifo. Tho dregs only of thought and time and
strength are Joft for it.  May I suggest three remedics
for this dangerous stato of things?! (1, Liberal giv-
ing. Wo cannot cherish tho falso idea that monoy is
our life, if we do holy violence to it by imparting to
those who have not. The ouly ** bags which wax not
old " avo the pockets of the poor. What a wonderful
character is that at which wé ahould aim ! ‘“ready to
distribute, glad to communicato 1” (2} Resoluto ob-
sorvanco of your habita of devotion and of the Lord's
day. What su unspeakably sad state of thinge is it
when the Lord'z day is an interruption to business!
Nover may you como to that! Steadfastly guard tho
holy hours from tho intrusion of busincss in any
shape—deed, talk or thought. And on weck-days
form your plans of devotion, and keep to them. Then
all your day will be sanctified by the Word of God and
prayer.  (3) Think often of the end.  If you live the
lonyest lifo of prosperity, yot it will cnd. And then?
Often ask yourself that. Please God it will lead you
to usk of Him, through His dear Son, a tréasure in
tho heavens that faileth not.  In thess days we hurry
onso fast that we porsuado ouraclves wo have no timo
totl ak. Butaf we have no timo to think, thero is
somothing wrong. Gud meant nono of us tolivesuch a
lifo as that.

1I1.—¢ Ho thut ia faithful in that which is least, is
faithful also in much.” (St. Luko xvi, 10,) True, the
Lord calls riches **that which is lcast ;" but Ho
plainly teaches that they bring respousibility though
they bo ** loast.” Indeed, they bring it (1) for all
who are below us in thoe social scale.  Thoy give posi:
tion, snd wo aro anawerablo for a faithbful uso of that.
If amplo means are yours, my.dear friend, you cannot
fail to influence for good or ill.  But riches biring re-
sponsibility, espécially” (2) for thoze in dur employ.
A Christian man ought novér to think his responsi.

bility onds with glving a falr wage for a faly work, My
neighbour, tho Savlour taught, {s overy ono with
whom I am brought in contact ; T owo him the debt
of Christian love. Somo rozard for tho souls of your
employed you should surcly shiow. And if they sleop
undor your roof, thoy are your houschold, Forgive
my saying that o roligious man should bo in chargo at
tho head, and careful provision mado for quict Sun-
days and attendanco at a placo of worship 3 that good
libracles aro anost helpful ; that young mon's Olris-
tian saclotics should bo encouraged ; and that it has
been found possiblo to have family prayers in such
houscs.  When wo meot our employed at tho judg-
mont seat of Chriat, lot us not have to fecl that they
were never anything to usbut thoso by whoso services
in part wo mado our money. And, onco more, riches
bring reaponsibility (3) for tho kingdom of God. He
in not n woll-insteucted Chicistian who does not recoy-
nizo this. And ho is surcly not n Christian who,
vhen tho claims of that kingdem aro put before him,
refuso to recognizo them. Chriat Inid it on His Church
to preach the Gospel to ovory creaturo.
should not havo heard it but for tho obedionce ren.
dered by othors to the commnand.  If Ilis command,
if tho bleasings of tho Gospol sro anything to us, how
ean wo bo indifferont to tho increase of His kingdom,
ond leavo all effort in that direction to othera? Yot
how many wealthy Christians think it quite onough if
they aro what is called ¢ charitable,” and give nothing
townrd ovanelizing cither the ignorant at home or
tho heatien alioad? It is 30 casy to snoer ot tho
workers among tho heathen, as though they sought
their own advantage in somo way by ongaging in the
work ; aud so casy to harp on ‘‘charity begins at
home.” But the command puts tho matter in a nut.
shell. Pray, thon, do consider whether you ahould not
at once dovote some of your income to that glorious end
—tho spread of the Gospel ; and, if you have bogun
doing so, whothor the proportion you give is the right
proportion. The proportion should increaso ns riches
increase. God measures our gifts not by what wo
give, but by what is left after giving, Too many
rich offer what cost them nothing. God will abun.
dantly roward the sacrifices of love. Ho will give the
truo riches, and thoy shall bo our own.

Forgivo tho plain-speaking of ono who desires to bo

only Your sinceroe friend,
V. M. S.

MONTMORENCI.

0, loud and loftering veil of amber snow !
Come hither, fays ! and from the fleecy mists
Cut aprons for yourselves ; and for your wrists
Soatch hracelets {rom this palpitatiog bow,
And in tae chanting air flit to aed {ro.
Among the gréens and greys and amethysts
Find stanty robey ; and then into the lists
Of cuntest for the prize of beawy go 3
Aud with the large, low moon sing to the pines
And with the star-light shoot in spangled lines
Through Wintet's porop and all the seasons four 3
Walk tcte upou the briok whenee cataracts pour.
The King of fays hath clothed the black cliffs so—
Sing to the sun, the storm, firz, hail and snow,
~Foscph Cook.

SAW.MILL GRITICISM.

¢4 PROPATION AFTER DEATH.”

Last night, aftor the usual gossip of tho evening
was over, that unfinished dispute between Manly and
the Deacon about a *‘probation after death” was re-
sumed.

“Yes thero is the syllogism. Every man must
havo at least ono probation If he does not have it
in this life, ho must havo it in the next, o you af-
firm, and you think your syllogism is sound. Baut to
me it scems othorwise. It has s wenkness in the
back-bone. You say, every man muaf have a proba-
tion. Well; T don't like the wnrd must in speaking
of what God does. But wo will loave that. Yon
imply tLat all men do not have a fair probation here.
You interpose your own opinion as to what consti-
tues o fair probation. Yon make rulings for tho
Judge of nll tho ecarth. You expound tho lnw for
Him. But your ruling may not be accopted by the
court. You sto not supreme judge of what is neces:
sary to constituo a proceduro right or wrong,

“Lot us'tako somo oxamples. Tho old world had
a probation, and yet that probation included bat one
proacher for a whole world full of people. They were
condemnod. ‘There wore Sedom nrud Gomotral.
Thefr probation incladed but ono preacker, ‘Lot, for

Wo oursolves’

fivo cilles of {ho plaln. They woere condemned.
Thore was Nineveh. 1t had but ono preacher, Jonah,
who went thoro on a fiying viell, as Moody and
Saukey go aboul. Thoy listoned nud wore pardonod,
There was tho Queon of Sheba, Her probatien in-
cluded, at first, but a ruamour that camo to her in
what was thon (o onds of tho earth, Sho was ox.
proted to ack npon a rumour, Sho did act and was
commonded for it. Rahab acted on & ramour and
was justified by it

“All theso cases are speolally cited in tho Now
Testament. You Jearn from thom what is the divinoe
iden of o probation, Surely the old world and
Bodom aro to bo vegarded as hiaving had n fair chanoe,
Tako ndw tho hoathon nations to-day—ihe enormons
masses of Chiua and Indin and Japan. Thero Is
searcoly & valloy into which moro of n rumour has
not peneiratod than over went to tho oars of the
Queen of Slioba, Moroover, thoso heathen havo had
it for ages. Tho gospol was preached in India in tho
0days of tho apostles. The famo theroof went to
China, *Thelr lino wont forth into all tho eartl.'
But, according to your view, tho heathen have not
Lind a faie chaneo ; neither did Nineveh havo ; nelther
did Sodom have; noitber did the old world have.
You aro nt issuo with tho plain toaching of tho Word
of God. You o that your wholo syllogism dopends
for its forco upon o deflnition of what constitutes a
{nir probation.

“But I seo other difficulties in your schomo. If
thero bo a probation for tho hoatlion aftor death, it
must bo a probation of Works or of Faith. Dut it
cannot bo of Works, for that is deolared now to bo
fnpoesiblo. Wo osunot expeet a probation there
which God repudiates hore, and the Holy Spirit de.
clares impossible. Nor do I ses how it can bo of
Taith, for there is no room for faith in testimony over
there. Aon will dhien sce and know for themselves
that thero is anothor life. Thoy will know that thero
is o slato of rowards and punishments. But that
won't bo taking things on tho Word of Christ; thero-
fore, thore is no faith about it  What Is of 2ight is
not of faith. I€ thero bo a probation, it must bo
something ontirely different from anything we know
of hore. Wo cro in great darkness abont it. You
who teach it ought to bo ablo to tell us comething
about it—1whers it will be and when it will be, and
how long it will last; what its conditions will be, and
whothor thore will ever bo a third probation ¢ a
fourth probation for somo who have not had a fair
ohanco under the first and egecond.

“0h,"” you say, ‘we don't know apything aboot
these things. Ah—well—no doubt that's trme. 1
don't profess to krow; nor am I teaching anything
{hat implies I ought to know. Bul you are so teach.
ing. 1tis hardly proper for a teacher to put forward
ius 1gnorance as o large part of his qualifications for
filling a teachior’s chair. Horo wo are: 1 am confess-
ing my ignoranco and you are telling your kuow-
ledge—1t turns out that thoy amount to exactly the
samo thing,

“If wo como now {o a practical question, let us
seck to do our duty in our day and goneration. The
futuro of tho heathen is something terrible, but the
‘Judgo of all the esrth will do right.’ On that lot
us rest. Our responsibilities are weighty, Let us
meot them with all our might and main. Let us
not forget that Christ rebuked an ill-timed ouriosity
ag to whaether thera be fow or many saved. Petler's
first attempt in eschatology was an impertinoncs :
¢ Mastor, and what shall this man do?' OChrist ro.
plied to him: ¢ What is that to theo? Follow thou
me." We ave concerned to know what aball become
of this man end that man in the noxt world. ¢What
is that to thee? Go thou and, preach tho gospel.

* Thero was no one in heaven nor in earth found
worthy to open tho soven scals of God's futurity, or
aven to look on tho Book. (nly the Lamb that was
slain was found able to do it. Ho broke tho sonls;
fio unrolled: the scroll.  Thero is no glimmer of an.
other probation. A last sentonco that followed the
broken seals is, * Behold I come quickly, and my re-
ward is with wme, to render lo BACH MAN according ns
bis work is." Beyond that sentende T lmow nothing.

« \What God wiil do or what Christ will do in'the
anrovenled olernity that lies beyond that ‘great day
of God Almighty, I do not know. You do nnt know.
Newmau Smyih doos not know."—National Baptist,

LABOUR not to be rich _:. cease from thine org

wisdomi,



