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tUý the great correctives to which ail weil-wishers ofi
0%r Cuntry have specialiy ta look. Let the tone of i
ýiugand sentiment in the community be in a goodi
14s t aised, and mucli of what is complained of
*M 8Sappear as a mere matter of course. Tili this

4CC OMlplished, mere repressive measures are like
09l<in fires iu arder ta meit aur winter's snows

as ta bring on the spring, instead of seeking
1a1t the temfperature of the atmosphere be raised s0

49&u Cegrees, when the winter's icy fetters wiii dis-.
*P0UIi, and the time af the singing of birds will corne.i

ý4 a"Convinced that a great deai af what is floti
4ýeeYtaierated but appiauded in good and often so-i
ektlee4 Christian society, helps forward and intensifies

e%*UcampliiI>d of far more than what is speciaiiy 1
%18e t and condemned. We may be called i

laced and much eise for saying sa, but we can't1
it I much of the fashionabie dancing, for 1

14t'nceo countenanced and practised often by mem-i
ýOf the Church and by those high in the social

COMPatible with Christian decency and femi-i
, PrIety ? We unhesitatingly say that it is flot,

%4that 11a man or woman either couid, with any
%sé f fitness, ask God's blessing upon what takes

as a mnatter of course at a great many of those iha alls bath more or less public and private.

th anCes that staggered even Byron, who was any-
49btsqueamish, were decent and aimost prudish 1

Îth some that now pass muster unchal-
Red1 the "hast circies.Y There may be nothing

e4woutéîy I
Sat..sinful in them, and the aid threadbare

be quote4d '<Iivi be ta lm that cvii thinks,"l
<fen has been, but that ail this frequently and

%ua leads ta cvii is just as unquestionabie as
%"7hilng weil can be. It may be ail very well with

%eWho cari stand a good deal af that sort of thing,
th OuRg1>Whether they don't manage ta have a large

ai"t0 their womanly delicacy rubbed off in the
k0we shall ot say; but very many others can't,

Sad Stories of multitudes of the iost sisterhood
~ I~str..ts put too much beyond ail question.

Wanrder. There may be a certain amount of
berg about the whole of these affairs. They may
'# différent from the doings in "ldance bouses»

1h: - 30 Scalled. But, after al, it is substantialiy
If % e*119n, or inevitably leads ln that direction.

0f 0tin o young ladies could only hear the con-
Rot ef me of their exquisite, aesthetic, alto-
th >'tOO.toon partners of an evening, wouldn't,bO astonished beyond aIl possible expression?

Veid Just think they wouid. A very fast and
owx ;! unaiiîe authority an these matters in aur

Wbîtclthy*o il himseif anything but Equeamish
1 POnice said in aur hearing,"I Do yau think

th aW wife or sister ai mine ta, be ' pawed' by
O.Yurig fashionable demi-reps that are in most

it'o ItOr' O~ ur bali.room floors ? Not if 1 know
hi, '"sen ne» And the man was nat wrong in

Itt lntsshowever contradictory his own con-

.1ngx>iht be. Vet these are the things that are
er" c0ftinualiy, and the seducers of the

the a "tehood are the favoured cavaliers and
%0 ,l0ed dance.partners of those who would aliow
tb nfOt a husband ta take any such liberties with

in fashionable bali*rooms are matters of

a' gain, shall we say of much of aur fashion-
bylterature. ed with avidity in the " hst familles,"'

anid women ? A man, nay, 'even a
t4> ý4aing anY pretensions ta iiterary tastes is

lgrettqnite hehind thc age if forced ta confes
w int 1,bwat is only "too deiightfiiliy wicked."

'A &bout the Ilude pictures and statues that are sokt lmk rage e-Ven in familles professing godliness-
th Ilot a iew whose members would ho angry.

dishtlazutY were cailed in question? Be-
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that may ha slurred over as'"Ammoyrnas,» but are
naturaliy gravitating ail the whiie ta the condition ai
what may be.- specially the "«social evil,» but nat thc
worst that cauid very easily be bath indicated and
named. _________

TBF THEA TRE IN CHICA GO.

A CONTROVERSY bas been going an for some
time past lu Chicago aver the character and

mnrality ai the theatre. Dr. Herrick Johnson apened
with a sermon lu which he brought a terrible indict-
ment against the vapid Imbeciiity as weli as the in.
toierable profanity and filth ai the Chicago places ai
amusement. He was answered after a fashian by
friends ai the spectacular lu that flot over-prudish
city. This brought the doctor back with redoubled
force, and certainly he appears lu bis terrible reply-
very much as he is descrihad-like an elephaut
crushirig the very existence out ai the inhahitants ai
an ant-hll He had nothing ta do but quote irom
the theatrical critiques lu the daily papers ta more tbau
establish ail bis charges against these places ai so-
called entertalument. It was confessed an ail hands
by the friendiy critics that the exhibitions were, as a
rule, revaitingiy indecent ; that the so-called piays
were ln the iast degree stupid-duiler than ditch-
water, and filthier than the contents ai a cesspool ;
that the women appeared almost lu a state ai nudity,
and that the interpoiated slang from femnale lips was
even mare atrociousiy revolting than what was set
down in thc printed words ai the piays. In short, thc
Doctar nat only answercd, but aunihilated his oppo-
nents, aud heid up ta the gaze ai the decent and the
pure ail over the States a picture ai the dramna, as it
is at present in Chicago, which might perhaps have
been equailed but couid nat passibly bave been sur-
passed in Pompeil, and wouid oniy properiy and be-
comingiy ho at home in Sodom when Sodom was at
its worst.

And are tbings much botter anywbere ? Wbat
about the sensational trash that passes current too
geuerally in Canada, with a Sarah Bernhardt play
now and then thirown lu ta give some smali measure
af piquancy ta the melodramatic idiocy ai ordinarv
time.ç? Whence came aur theatrical stars? What
kiud ai schoois ai virtue are ta ho iound on aur
theatrical boards? We wish we couid give the whole
af Dr. Johnson's letter, for it bas a far wider applica-
tion than merely ta Chicago. We cart, bowever, anly
afford room for the close, and we ask the decent,
pure-minded people ai Canada ta ponder weil its
weighty statements, for, ta a far greater extent than is
aiten suspected, what is truc ai Chicago is truc ai the
whoie continent, and that without leaving Canada out
af the caunit. The moral theatre, as it ought ta ha,
wherc 15 it ? Whcre bas it ever heen? It is thus
that Dr. Johnson sums up thc whole matter :

IlWhat if it be also truc that this dark programme of
the theatre la padded here and there with the so.called
standard drama, ta win the counitenance sud patronage ai
the most respectable and decent 1 1 do nat need ta ha toid
that ta sorne citent it winu thern. But neither do you need
ta be told, moral and Christian men and women of Chicago,
thus drawn ta sec an exceptional piay oi high sud chaste
forr n d tane, that yau are quated and paraded as friends
and supporters af the establisbrent-an establishment
three-fourths or ninc.tenths of whose influence is pernicious
and paisanous. Your patronage 'roes ta swell the receipts
af, and ta give counitenance ta the house whose common
and most characteristic features are su offence ta purity, ta
religion, and ta Gad. Now and then is beard a cry ai re-
iorrn. But a radical, permanent reformation ai the theatre
is a phantasm-a dream. ThIe ideal stage lu out ai the
question, i. e., with mnen and women as they are now con.
stituted. The nature ai iheatrical performances, the essen-
tial dernands ai the stage, the character ai the plays, and
the constitution af human nature make it impossible that
the theatre should exist save under a law of degeneracy.
its trend is downward; its centuries ai history tell just this
one story.

IlThe actual stage ai this city is a moral abomination.
Lt la trampling on the Sabbath with defiant scoff. It is
defihing au! youth. Lt lu making crawds familiar with the
pla -trrnnlpasos It i8 exhibiting women with

aprahes ta nakeduess as can have no other design
than ta breed iust behind the on-looking eyes. Lt is fur.
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ACKNOWLEDGMEIVTS.
Mms Harvie acknowledges receipt ai $5 (rom "A

Friend" at Aird, through the publisher of this paper,
for the Prison Gate Mission.

Mr. J. W. Diii, Bracebridge, acknowledges receipt
ai $z 5, through the publisher ai TnE PRESBYTERIANe
lu aid ai the Muskoka sufferers.

Rev. James Sieveright, Prince Albert, N.-W. T.,
acknowiedges with thanks the recoipt ai $155, per
James Campbell, Esq., for Church Building.

Rev. Dr. Reid has received the sum ai $3o for
the sufferers by bush fires ln Muskoka, from sundry
persans lu Ayr, Ont., per Mr. J. P. Ford.

PRESBYTERV 0F PETERBOROUG.-This Presbytery
met at Cobourg go the î6th uit. Twelve ministers
and six eiders were present. It was unarimousiy
agreed that no iurthor steps ha taken towards the
separatian af Norwood and Hastings. It was reported
that Mr. Fleming was making, satisiactory pragress
iu the study ai Greek and Hehrew. Fram papers
laid on the table, it was sbewn that the Temperance
Hall at Apsley had been secured as a permanent
place ai worship for the Preshyterian denomination.
Upan motion ai Mr. Bell, it was resoived that ail Ses-
sion records ha produced at next meeting for exam-
ination. The Rev. Mr. McKay, ai Woodstock, being
preseut, was iuvited ta, correspond. A circular was
read anent the dlaims oif Manitoba College, and was
in the meantime laid an the table. The matter ai
drawing the attention ai the congregatiaus within the
hounds ta the circulai <of Dr. Reid regarding the Gen-
eral Assembly Fund, was remitted ta Mr. Windell,
who has charge af said Fund. The report ai the
Home Mission Committee was read, and ordered ta
ha engrossed with the minutes ai Preshytery. Upon
motion of Mr. Bennett, the remit on the Sustentation
and Supplementai Schemes was referred ta, a commit-
tee, ta cansider and ta report at next ordinary meeting
ai Presbytery. An application was made hy the
members ai Oak Hill congregation for reunion with
Garden Hill and Knoxville. The Clerk was instructed
ta take the usual steps ln sncb cases, and ta cite al
the parties interested ta, appear at next ordinary meet-
ing ai Presbytery. It was agreed ta grant ta Oak
Hill the liberty ai supplying their own pulpit until the
question of union ha finaliy dispased ai. There waa
laid on the table a cali from the congregatian of Ca-
bourg, addresscd ta the Rev. R. P. McKay, ai Scar-
baro', lu the Presbytery of '.Uoronto. The cail was
signed by 205 members and 133 adberents. An
accompanying paper guarantced a stipend ai $1,200
per annum lu monthly instalments. There is also a
manse. The cali was sustained as a regular Gospel
cal!, and ordered ta ha transmitted ta, the Presbytery
ai Toronto. Commissioners werc appointed ta, repre-
sent the Preshytery and cangregation ln prosecution
ai the cati. The uext meeting oif the Preshyteiy was
appointed ta hae heid in St. Paui's Church, Peterbo-
rough, on Tuesday, 21St Mardi, at two o1ciock lu the
aternoon. A ietter was read fram Mr. Wendell,
tendcring the resiguatian ai his charge. Commission-
ers were apoluted ta, visit the cangregatians, and ta,
cite them ta appear for their interests at thc meeting
in Peterboraugh. Mr. Cleland reported regarding
the state ai thc Synod and Presbytery Fund. The
difficuity hetween Bethesda and Alnwick, in the mat-
ter ai the proportion af saiary ta ha paid by each
congregation, was remitted ta a new cammittee. The
congregatian at Campbellford obtaincd leave ta sel a
portion ai Church property, as applled for.-WILLIAM
BzNNn-r, Pres.,-Clerk.

ANNIVERSÂRY services wero beid in Mount Zion
Church, Ridgetown, on the 2211d uit. Rev. R. N.
Grant, ai Ingersol, preached morning and evening.


