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A MERIRY 011RIST.MAS: FIFTY
YEARS AGO.

Abi 'ut fifty years age. thce vî'tîng
c itv <<f 1Tlîrive:Wi Il ii 1 ';îpet Cali-
ada, wvas prospero.us. ,il)tiU îr
piucky. with dreains oif future
wevalth, schemesî'f ;'reseî:t pri .gret ss.
aîîd nmen (if *'gi" and etîc'rgý At
aIl costs, and uîîd.r ail (.il tunîstan-
ce". it was botuud te push ahead.
1 t liad whuîlesale li<>use-s, weil kui'wn
thlolugbiiut, the wes.tern ii I)tilîîî q-f
the lIrîî;inc.e, buddlliig fatirie:s.
rtal snîart tradv- with %vîdei% spread
rural -settIiiiîcnts., a liige fiai ward-
ing business, anid a steadv% grt-%% th.
That its nîerchant princess aiîd lit ci
fessiiinai mviti shîit(l regaid( t1icn-
scîves as already foi ifing uli tijirr
t ss, a sort of upper ci tist iinip<i(i(
if br<îadcloth. ilails. l)riefs, .nd 1ill

boîxes. %vas nattar' even if .,brsurd,
and it wvas flot at ail sturprising that
'lhonîas Liglitiîeart, of the w idely
knowîî firîTi tif LîîdaU gh1igt-
heart, 1luck & Ci, . ýhîîUId iiin t-1

to lîîsok for a pet malien t anid lilgilîle
pilace in tiîat -ine stîj.ertrattini (if
society for ti-eir elder s. in and
laughiter. The l.ighthetit f.imiiv.
iii addition tii its twe lieads bncI
two sous and tw'edtîuhe. the
vider bov bc ing t.imiliui ly Lnîîx%\n
ils jack, and Miîss L.. living gutiel
aily idressed as Nlatiiie. Thie%
had already rt:.tct ied w h -t N\ as tdieu
known as a ni tri iagî a"'le .igv. aiidl
Pauter atnd Nl.ttei %vere actiteiv alive
tii thec fact. Iii the dtv, oif the
Forties, those wlettî îiiî
married eotig. and, if thvy îîbeed
tlîeir parents,. geiiertii% 'ui.iriiýI
%vell. That jack lîad niit %tet madle
,election of Mis. Lightheait, 3r..
atlîougi hie had been susplected( î'f
sundrv efforts iii thaztulireection. was
a matter (if concern te Mrs. Liglit-
heart, and lier litisbaid. as in ciutv
heund, shared in -il li lwprIliexitievs
Varicous names had I~nçui,îSî
hy the parent, but aithoutgli inaîii

%vere cailcl( bef-îre thenm in tMe
faniv cotiference. none witsehc'sen.
jack was perniiîted ti. drîift even
vet a littie longer, luit it %vas detcr-
mîiie tiîat lie slî'.uId be briniglit
itu s;afle axichiîrage. hv aîîd lin ,
wlivre wea tii, stanlding. respeccta.

bilitv, appic'aiance and tamiy coni-
tîîc-xin, w-ere te lice regarded ais
indiisp'ensalies. Aiîd suo %ith Màa-
mie. Althiîuglî soi. ivty gi ssip-s lîad
relî,,rtecd sevc-:,il -engagemenîts- in

wiitli sîlie Nvas an impoîirtanit iersiin-
atge. lier lic-art %vas stîll untuiuched,
:111she, toie. was Iitîîked inpun 1>'
parental c-ves,' as await 1ng the ttirr-
ing upl c'f jusýt the îight man ti, fi
the v.ic.iiic'. Suecli wvas ilie ci'ndi.
tionî i f ffiirs- wldîîn Christmas tveek
,irrived iii i ý4 . aind teithit i a letter
froni 'Mrs. Wili amiN rv etîr

g41 >aisvdcdl. dcilv aildres-sed te 'Mrs.
Liglitheart. of Thiîrveweil. vientain-
ing a wvarni wid pressing invitation
ti> the wiîoàle Liglîtle:irt fa-ilily te
udrive dowii tii tlirt quiet little vil-
lage. andl siîeîid Chiristmias )ay 'tvithî

iheir olic fi ietids, in reatil id Cýhrist-
nias fasliiiî.iî. A famiily couilvii was
fortiîwith caiied. and although
Pater enmiasviteie cd emur or
the groiltid o'f trouble, eiîld, rî.ugh
rî'ais. itiîeîîîîve:iience, sbîîrt îiîtice.

atdse forth, and lus amiable if
taictîlat iîg spise -svniiia-thizeul tii
-oirne exteîît wviti his 1:Iîj':-ctitîns.
Ja k anîd laiiice, leni and icse.
were cauglît b: tue proiiiised spice

4)f not-c-ltv, au exlîectutioo o! veun-
ti y fuîn, the prî.sit:vt <if gihîd sieigbi-
iîîg. which %vas assurc-d b)v theti
faliing siîiw. and a desîre tii niake
hetter aviluaintance witlî the Merrv-

%vetîxer faunit', and. it is admiîst
needIesstc>si,t. ultimatcIy prevaiied.
'-ý the invitaitioîn %va,; ilîly accepted],
tue- big ieîible sIeigli %vas tîneev-
ered, tue ricih >ffui riibes, lihied
\with briglît iie aiid scat let. \vere
delibtýrateI' and 'tlitir-iugbly beaten.
gifts (")r the Nl\errvwe.ithers wcre

Ipurch.itsed, andi the warniest wiîîler
%v'rdps briuglit frîîm their su'n iner


