
Essay oit Eernty

dispcracil,-Ivlàllc nll %vithin, and arounti ils, participatc ii hIe enjoyincr
Titew proîîcuess of tuait to attribute a ofcabnntc i wisdon i

vv'hat i terired, ti,' lighî it ofnatitre, i evincctl ont the prescut sttij(
cqually ivith others of a lesi mnnîous nature. Relaîtive ta a fuatur
state, %vc conccivc Illeî uitte stress is rcsted ont the argumient, that :h:
udoctrine lins obtiteai "lthe consent, or belici' of ail uations."1 Ailîhotim
this trtith, doubtlcss, is a confirrnatory evidence, that it is not contrary t,
,renson, yet, docs it fully stîbstantiate the filet, that it is not above rcason
Wc un)hcsitauitigly adit, thiat it i flot repuignanit to huihani reason, IJL
wve coniend, that the loflicst conceptions of thc mind of a finite being, i:
ver cnuld have clearly discovered, or have fuiiy graspcdl tbis aînnzin-z
themne. Adinitting that almost ail grades and classes of nien, front iL!
refincd Philosopher down ta the grovcliiîg Cannibal, have as ivitî om
voice, given their assent to, mO. profcsse.i thecir bei ef ii titis doctrine
(nias! iii hovv mutiiatedl a form,) stili, have ive i'orgotten, w'hcnce tiîc.
ldeas liave been dcri vcd? Wiîat were the Elysian fields, and the sh)aelû
of Tartarus, so frcquently mentinned iii the vvritiîigs of he licathen, bu-
notions of heaven and ll, whicbi, on account of their bein- transtmittý
by tradition throtigli so maony gecrations, have been blendced wviîh ýC
niîtch ilint is Il earthiy, sensuni, atnd deviiish. "-Most uneqttivocaili
then, shlîod il b , unnounced, and miost expiicitly ou-lit it to be bciieved
flint Illife nd immortality, are broîîght to Iight by the Gospel."

The darkncss and gloorn brooding over the sepulchrc cani be dissipa.
ted only by the Ianp of' rcveaion;-tîhe fear hanging acound the grave,
%vîten the ivorîis of consignation are uttercil, IlEarth ta cartb, ashes to
asiles, dust to dtist,"1 cati bc dispeilcd oitly by the glorious prospect, so
ilistinctiy revealed lit the page of' inspiration. Nothing- can assuage tir?
sorrov attendant upon the (leparture of a friend, except the consoliîîa
deelartution prononced by lle Redeemier, and which sill rcverberae,
through the mnansions of' the dead, Il I arn the resurrection ant 11 lifii."

in rel'ercnice to Eternity, the bliss of' iinniortality i to be considered
On this deligl'îf'l suhjcct, iearning bas employed ail lier knowlcdgc;-
language, ail hier beatity;--eoqtience, nil ils persuasion;-imagiîaioî,
ail hier strcngth;-poetry, ait lier splendour;-anicipation, ail its de.
igh;-andl piety, ail lier feeling;--and yet, whint faint descriptions doe

thpse îinitcd efforts give of the ineffable glory and supreme deliglît, hc-
lieid andl enjoyed arouiffl the titrone of God. Ilîîîni'iiating tiîough the
confession ho, that liere I e knoiv but iii part, andi prophesy but in
jiart,"1 yQt as it is ?oundc(ld ia truth, so il, forces fromn us lthe furîher a£-
knowledgement, tîtat with regard to titis bliss, but little can be attvanced.
Oecept in an tegative way.

Tite sar'!writers indeeti, 'whiie aîîetnpting ta exhibit tlie unfid-
ilig giories of the Neiv .Terusateni, as weIi as 10 detail the enjoym>iîe
of ils f'avourcd citizens, cxhaiiîst ail the cuio.-y of inîspiration, an'!
then, ovlelîeiw lîy tic spIenifoîrs ni' the iteavenl thc'y %votilt foi
dcliiiieatc, record their eewninaeua sayiiîg Il <l lotit flot yet appe-ir


