SABBATH SCHOOL RECORD.

45

might keep it, 2nd she would give a
trifle for her in her name. She answer-
ed, “ Who is so great a debtor to the
Saviouras Iam? It is too small? I
will go aud borrow another.”

TSACHER’S CORNER.
Annual Report of ihe Union.

In the present number of the ¢ Kecord”
we continue our extracts from the last Annu.-
al Report of the Union, even to the exclusion
of extracts of another character, which we
usnally select for the benefit of Teachers, un-
der the impression that they will find much
cause for encouragement in seeing what is ac.
teally being done in our own province, in he
important field which they themselves culti.
vato ¢

With regard to the coursc or plan of instruc.
tion pursued in the schools, while we are quite
aware that there is room for improvement in
the mods of tuition in scveral, we entertain
no doubt that each successive year witnesses
a commendable progress hercin on the part of
conscientious teachers, who fail not to avail
themsclves of the suggestions brought under
their notice, from time to time, in the pages
of the Record, in the Appendix to each
Annual Report of this Union, and from other
sources. From a careful perv-alof the de-
tails under this head, we arc satisfied that
many schoals, cspecially in the cities and
lurger towne, arc undor a bighly efficient sys-
tem of superintendence and class instruction.

in ﬂg» y to ke query, * How many chil.
dren’and youth may there be in your vicinity
who do not attend any Sabbath School 77
about one-half of the answers represent a to-
tal of upwards of 1200. And we are givento
understand that in very many localities where
there are desirable opbnings and urgent calls
for the estublishment of schaols, the good work
canpot be commenced for want of superinten.
dents and teachers willing to undertake the
regponeibility.  Herein truly *is the harvest
great, but the labourers few ;" and therc is an
urgent cdll for carnest prayer to the Lord of
the harvest that He would be pleased speedily
to send willing and competent labourers inte
this harvest.

, CONCLUSION,

In closing this Report, your Commitiec,
taking into account that a favourable testimo-
ny has been uniformly borne to the beneficial
influence which has been produced by Sab.
bath Schools wherever they have been esta.
blished, “are deeply impressed with the con.
viction that. the members and friends of the
Canada Sunday School Union have abundant
reason to ¢ thank God and take courage,”’
and to redouble their efforts in the promotion

of & causo, whose suowess, viewed even in the
light of patriotism and philanthvopy, and apart
from its highest and intrinsic blessings, is cal-
culated, far beyond any other agency, to
diminish the inmat@ of our gaols, penitentia.
rics, and poor.houses, and in the same degree
to relieve the community from the taxation
necessary for their maintenance. The benc-
ficial influence of theschools is acknowledged,
especially in reference to the observance of the
Sabbath, In such results, all Christian men
will rejoice, as they look on the state of Sub-
bath observance in any community as the
thermometer of its religion, und are pursuaded
that the Divine Law no more connives uta
hitle Sabbath.trcaking than at a little steal-
ing or perjury, and that, wherever the holy
observance of the Lord’s Day has been diseard.
ed in whole or in part, it has universally
proved the loss of vital Christianity. Your
Committee feel that they cannot botter dis
charge their deep responsibility to the Supreme
Being, aud to saciety, than by contributing te
the utmost of their ability to imbav the minds
and hearts of the rising generation with the
truths of the Bible. In fine, your Committec !
would reiterate the « .ntiment couched in the
verses of the Christiun poct, when he says—,

*“That we are bound to cast the minds of youth |
Betimes, into the mould of Heavenly Truth ;.
That taught of God, they may indeed be wise,
Nor, ignorantiy wandering, miss the skies.”

From the returus sent to the committes we
select the following items, as exan., +of the
success of the Sabbath School cause, from
different parts of the province :—

INPLUENQE OF THE SABBATH SCHOQUL ON THE
COMMUNITY.

Wcre we to comparsethe state of thinge be.
fore the schaol was in operation, with the pre.
sent state of things, we would be ful'ly war.
ranted in saying that ite influence has been
decidedly favourable.  {'here appears a great.
er regard, in general, to the Sabbath and its
sacred exercises.

Some of our youth, who have now become
men and women, express their thankfulness jj
for the instructions they received when attend.
ing this Sabbath School, in their earlicr days

‘The influence of the school on the youth of
the community is gnod. They have few op-
portunities of hearing a preached Word, and
were it nut for the Subbath Schoci, would pro.
bably spend the Sabbath in idlencss.

It has a gaod cffect generally in the neigh-
hourhond, and the parcnts express much gra.
titude for the instruction their children receive.
Since the formation of the school in 1840, 249
cluidren have been brought under instruction ;
some instances of death bave occurred, in
which much encouragement was given to con.
tinued activity and energy. )

Most beneficial. The books are read ea-
getly inall the families ; and many careless




