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thy - VOB dwelling . of
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Votoyg LOT® diffienlt of
Ro)‘l::l the Louvre.
Kooy au de Maurevert
Mg g, that: sort of
weall to allow
b’lnet Y be impedod
daggpe . 80 Obataele. In
ng "% (o the dash.
Ny, Baltthreatening
Seny med on pre.
"‘il:‘ bimsals, he was -
the ‘8llowed to enter
i TMting. hay,
%““!lleur,n he said,
"kg:d"‘ . Gescon
Yoaqy Costume, at once
Ay, M4 pretentions,
Sejge%0d poverty and
“i,m“"ll sombined
10 14,70 b 50.good as
'hhg“m"‘*“l am not
yw’o an in sup
an‘:“h'hom-..why
nﬁl.& UC-le . Doe does
L am 10000 roceive met
o 'o..o'u“b acoustome. i wa
'Nrm‘ha ways of ante-chambers, thui 1 am.
ll; ke of outting a ridiculous.figure by remaine.
uu;: R0y longer tmannounced.”’
a Sleur 1o Duc d’ Epernon s at the prerent
*’°m..‘,,‘“ Sonference with Monsieur le Duc de
4 Thu;; réplied the Gascon, very drily.
oy X you. . That 18 reason the more why I
Y% 4op, 0° Introduced without delay. I shallnot
@'4rq,> 0 shake hands with tue dear Seigneur
Kug lo“' I have just arrived off & journey,and
Hy 'I"e time since we have seen one another.
At the delighted to see me."
Yory o 2%8ured manner in which De Maure..
the D0OUNced these words, the Gascon howed
Whe w'"’“nd, and, springing towards a footman
targ, "¢ Passing, brought him to the adved-
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“
hlnﬁ:a‘m inform your master,” said the cap-
fongle 2 tODE of majestic authority, «that-a
lx.m‘z:n, one of his friends, desires to see him
) & tely, on an affair of the highest impor.
«wpod which admits of no delay.”
i N oM am I {0 announce, monsieur
"ng ¥; 1 desire to preserve the striotest

b“'nn‘““‘bohd askanee dat De Maurevert,
3 rving his magnificent appearance,
“ Moq POU Obeying him, ‘
Yot leur,*5aid the Gascon, as soon 88 the
""“Od:: gone, «.may I beg you will not be of.
q""“rbmm"‘q“emon 1 am about toaskt you. The
e y ¢ 8tate of my mind must be my excuse
Mgy, MPOrtunity. I have just lost My purse
Lo Nany ten orowns. Now that sum, insigni.
Cave. 5 t was, conatituted my whole fortune; for
o, ang ) 20Wand livres yesterday to my mis.
tabie lost ten thousand orownsat the gaming
Mh& 1 should therefare not be sorry
myself of these umiserable -ten
g You have not by any ebance found
“Nq,, 70U way 1 MR
R‘“‘: . lonsieur,” yepiied.. De 'Maurevert,
! “ I have found only one crown.”
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% DE MAUREVERT LEAVING THR buc D'EPERNON’S PALACE,” .

“« Only one! How very singular!k It rea)ly' you, 80 ingenvenjeat, that YO lhouﬁ ‘be unable
must be admitted that rascals have strange | to hide thediscontent it causes you? .What the

ways sometimes, Why should my thief have
left one crown behind him?” crted the Gascon,
holding out his hand, into which the adventurer
dropped the piece of money. . .

« That arises from wantof virtue,” murmured
De Maurevert, looking with an air of pity after
the Gascon, who bad hastily left him to throw
himself in the way of a person who bad just en-
tered the waijting-ball. . ¢ This man is young,
robust, well-made, carries a sword, and yet asks
icharity, What a sad. failing is idleness!—it
leads us to utter forgetfulness of personal dig-
nity I ’ o '

The return of the footman interrupted the ad-
venturer in his philosophical reflections. .- The
Due d’Epernon consented to receive incognilo the
seigneur, who announced himself as having such
urgent business to communicate,

After passing through several magnificently
decorated rooms, De Maurevert was shown into
the . sleeping chamber of the. mignon, whose
dressing was being completed by his valets, . ..

D’Epernon, standing in front of a table laden
with. papers, pad o0 the edge of which. he rested
his hand, was reading With imuch attention a
parchment filled with beautiful writing. His
rival in the King's favor; the Duc de Joyduse,
was half lying in 8 large arm-chair, and amusing
himself by blowing. comfts through a tube
against a large watoh-clock hung against one of
the wall tepestrief. 80 Warmed and. excited
was he with his work of destruciion as not to
notice the alventurer's arrival, L b

« Tudieu /—1 have lost the.effeat, of y en-
trance:l” mhf- the captain, with vexation.!

Suddenly the Duc &’Epernon turned tawapsis
him. . £t

«Qh! it I8 you, Monsieur de Maurevert, isit?”
he said, abruptdy. - T

% Why noty Monsieur. le Duc?” asked the sd-
venturer, boldly, * Does mY presence appear 1o

l

devil, monseigneur -~L am not such a; pitiful
person @8 1o be treated in that: manpner.” .. .
« The Captain has not had .a gleasant waking

1 thia morning,” said De Joyeuse, whe, having

succeeded in breaking the lang band of the

clack, had thrown down hig tubg.. ¢.Good day,;
captaln—what news * Have yonkilled anybody, |

stnce yesterday ?”’ o .

.« Not yet, monseigneur ?”

« You are making holday
vert? . i .

« No, monseigneur, quite the contrary—I am
just entering upon two big pieces of business.”

« Dpar De Maurevert—always the same |—
with-an activity and conscisnee proof against
everything! Do you know, De: Maurevert, I
have : always felt & weakness towards you.
Your sword-thrusts delight me.”. ,

« You confuse me With joy and pride,” replied

the adventurer, . « The fact 18 that, after you, I
believe L am the most skilful swordsman in the
kingdom.” : :
. # After me, De Maurevert! Are yon speak-
irgaiucerely ?—ara you wot trying to figiter ma t”’
- 4 Winat goed would that do.me; monseigneur ?
I am not a solicitor—akslte-ochamber haunter.”?
.14 80 youeally think that if we were tofight
I should have the advautage?’ replied De Joy-
BMBO. i ., T :

;4 No, monseigner ; ou.the contrary, I should
kill you, .§ can well understand your astoniah-
ment. at- this apparent contradiction., = Your
methad of fancing, Monsieur.le Dug, is that of a
gteat. nobleman—generous,. bold, imprudent,
Jiberal; mine, that of .8 poar devil of a gemsle-
man who has to gain his 11ving=oironmagect,
artful, sneaking,. infalibly Bafe. You study
fighting as ah axt ; .[.as & busioess, Tpgy jg all
the diffarence. If. your position ware changed
to-morrow, and you were obliged (o rely on your
eword for the means of subsistence, I am per-

then, De Mapre-

suaded that yot would
become of ‘equal force
with myself; or, as you
posgess more eloquence,
that I shonld have to,
by

‘ ! poR, | what
. these two big affairs
' are in which -v"“"”ﬁ?r.v
engaged. [ have al.
ways been pleased with
,your manner of telling
a atory. Some lady-
love in the case, no
doubt 7
., . % Na, monseigneur.,”
. “Some insult to
avenge®” '
# This time¢ yoy have

guessed aright.” )

“ Do yon know, De.
Maurevert, what,, 1f; I
were in, your place, .
would considerably pgol
my . arder ?—the idea

that 1 was fghting fors .

cowgrdl” .

. s Mo eur, you
are this time on the
wrong.. tyack. I am

employed by a gentle.

man who cannot obtain

sstistaction by srmpfor

2 grave wrong, and who

has, therefore, to punish

the refusal of his adver-
sary to meet, him face
to face,”

«“That is an excellent
cause, De, Maurevert.
And your second af-
fair 2" .

4 Ab! that is altoge-
ther differgut.. ¥t con.

. eerns a great nobleman
—very brave, donbtless,
but, proud to excess
Who, feariig Lo QO pro-.
mise his: zank by ace
cepting the challenge of

, & slmple:. gentleman,
. has de¢ided te have

him agsassinated!”
L 1 « Bomewhat denbtful
as to morality, that, De Maurevert. .Unless he
{s a prince, of tha, blood, .or. a meignenr very
highly placed, he has no right te declipe: the
challenge of p almple gentleman.”, ;. .

“The faot 18, monpeigneur, that the subject. is
open to discussien.” , - ..

“ And tell. me, De Maurevert, what are the
names of your clients? We promise, Kpernon |
and me, the most perfect discretion.”

¢ On your honor, Monsjeur le Duc ?"

« On my honor,” . .

« Excuse me for still further iosisting, mon-
seigneur,  You have, Iif [ do not deceive myself,
farmally engaged yourself npver toxevesal to any
person—nat even (o the king-~any. of -the de-
tails whiob, with the desire of eobeylug your
wishes, 1. am about to, confide:to. you? You
maust further promise me. that, should my reve-
lations in any respeat offend you, you will -not
attempt, in any way, to act to my injury.”

. 4. Yes, & hundred times, yes, I promise !’ cried
De Joyause. I R " i

¢ 1 am thoroughly reasauned, then, as to:the
cousequences of my indiscretion. (Juestion me,

mopsgigneur—I will answer.” . o

¢ In the first place, what is'she namme.of the
gedtleman wha, having been unable: to,obtaln
satisfaction of his adversary, has confided .to
your skill the care of his vengeance?” - . (L

“ The Chevalier Sforzi, monseigneur.” ,: ..

i At. the name of Sforai the Duc:d’'Eperaon
started, and his friend De. Joyensre casd a raplil

and significant glance atbim.. ... - . 4,

« And against whom does: .the. Chyyalier
.8forzi count on employing yonr rare taleuts ?"”
inquired De Joyeuse, hastily. ; e

« Against Monseigneur le Duc d'Epérmon,”
replied De Maurevert, coolly, - v ‘ji- -

' « Parbleu /" exelaimed Do Joyeuse, Luksting
into a hg of laughter, ‘ﬂ"u is byec‘onilh{g‘ delight.
“talty droll, | And noy, as tothe second affalr”

“ That of the great Robleman. who, fearing to
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