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bly, with the request that should they deem
it of the great importance in which itis held
in the estimation of this Board, they will ve-
port the matter to the Legishatuve in such
manner us they deem most advisable to ae-
complish the object contemplated by this
resolution.

Recommended, that it is thought ex-
ceedingly desivable by the Bowud that the
Legislature should bes applied to, through
the Commitien of Agriculture, to incrense
the County Grant to Agricultural Socie-
ties with a view to their greater efliciency;
that the urgent uecessity for such increase
may be seen in the case of Central Agri-
cultural Society of King's County, one of
six Societies in the most important ngri-
cultural county in Nova Scotia, receiving
no more than 321 40 from the annual
grant,  Also, that in the future, not dis-
turbing existing Societies, the number of
Societies in any oue county shonld not
exceed six, unless in the opinion of the
member of the Board for the district, the
county is so tervitorially situated, that
not to inerease the number mjustice would
Lie done to a lnrge class of tarmers who
could not conveniently belong to any ex-
isting Society. Aund that the Agricul-
taral Act be so amended as to legalise
such limitation of Societies. The neces-
sity of some such legal restriction upou
multiplication of Societies is pressing it-
self upon the Bomrd on account of the
large nmwber of Sucicties at  present
established in several counties; in con-
nection also with the fact that the present
grant to each county is considered by the
Board quite too small to materially con-
serve the interests of Provincial agricul-
wire when divided amcong 1o wany So-
cieties in any one county.

Also recommnended, That it is thought
very desirable, in the opinion of the
Bourd, that the Agricultural Committee
be requested to suggest to the Legislature
the necessity of a special graut of four
thousand dollars (34,000) fur an impor-
tation of sheep and pigs, now very much
required —the animals to be sold at
Ilahfax next autumn, 1882

Moved by Ilon. Mr. MacDougall,
seconded by Mr McKeen, and

Resclved, That in the event of such
spetal gvant being recommended, and in
view of the inconvenient situation of the
agriculturists in the Island of Cape Breton,
and the disadvantages of attending a sale at
Halifax, & portion of suoh grant (not less
than one-fourih) be separately devoted to an
umportation to be sold 1w Cape Breton during
the INand District Bxlubation, and that the
selvetion of stock be made in aceordance with

a decision ¢3 be arrived at by a mecting of

delegates from the several Socioties s

And further, ‘That such Societics be al-
lowed to supplement the grant with contribn-
tions from the Socicties diveetty, and the
proceeds of sale revert to the Board of Agri-
culture, after deducting expenses and amount
supplemented by Sucicties — purchase antd
sale of stock to be conducted subject to ap-
proval of Board.

Moved by 3Mr. Longworth, seconded
by Colonel Sturrat, and passed,

That tho Agricultural Comuittee of
the Houwe be applied to for the purposo
of recommending n special yearly grant
to pay the actual nceessary travelling
expenses of the Secretary of the Board in
carrying cut a systematic course of lec-
tures on agricultural subjects before the
Agricultural Socicties of the Provinee, the
details of such course to be arranged by the
Board,  As the principal item of expense
woulid consiet of railway and steamboat fares,
the railways and steamboat companies might
be applied to, in the interest of the publie, to
give a free pass over their lines for such pur-
pose.

‘The Secretary read aflidavit of C. P.
Blanchard, of importation of n half-bred
Percheron Stallion, and ciniming bonus
of 10 per cent. on purchase money, in
accordance with recamtuendation of Com-
mittee of Iouse of Assembly.

Fepruanry 24715, 1882,
12 o’cluck, noon.

The Agrienttural Committee of the
House of Assembly wet in conference
with the Board, viz:—Colonel W. M.
Blair, . P. P., Chairman ; Caleb W.
Shafuer, M. P. P., Co. Annapolis; Angus
McGilliveay, M. P. P., Autigonish Co.;
W. C. Bill, M. P. P, Kings; Adam C.
Bell, M. P. P, Picten Co.; L. S. Ford,
DL P. P, Queen’s Co. ; Isidorve LeBlanc,
M. . P, Richmond Co. ; John Morrison,
M. P. P, Victoria Co.

‘The President stated that the Boand
were pleased to have a conferenco with
the Cowmittee to afford opportunity for
explanatious of the work of the past year,
and for friendly discuesion of future
action iv regard to the various matters
that come within the jurisdiction of the
Board.

Colonel Blair, Chairman of Agricul-
tural Committee, said that agriculture was
one of the greatest interests of the Pro-
vince, and deserved the most careful cou-
sideration, The present machinery ot
the Board did not seem to meet the
requivements.  Members of the Ifouse
have to defend, in their constituencies, the
action of the Board aud the Government,
or clse to sceure reforms.  Most members
of the present House belived that iv was
to n large extent throwing away money
to give it to agriculture on the present
system, some go so fur as to say that it is
an utterly useless waste of money. 'The
Agricultural Committee made recommen-
dations, and the Boand paid uo atiendion
to them. They had recommended the
payment of a percentage ou first cost to
encourage the importation of Agricultual
Horses. ‘The Board had made no areange-
ments 1o carry that recommendation into
effect.  The recommendation of District
Exhibitions had uot been met promptly
Ly the Board, otherwise Trare would not

tion this year. T'wo years ago the Com-
mittee recommendel the importation of a
lew select Short Horn eatile. ‘Fhe Board
had not imported what was wanted, most
of the animals beinyg inferior. It was
obvious that u chnunge is necessary, either
the present orgaunization must be so
altered as to ennble it to do the work
which the county requires, or a new sys-
tem, such as a Govermment Department
of Agriculture must be instituted. Before
maturing a schemo the Committee wished
to kuow what the Board hud to recom-
mend with a view to cure the present
expenditure, which many thought waste-
ful, and securo greater cfficiency in the
performance of the work,

Mr. McGillivray saild that he repre-
sented an agricultural county, and was
not himselfignorant of agriculture. ‘There
was undoubtedly an impression abroad
that the business of the Board could bo
done more cheaply than at present, or
that the moncy now expended might be
applied to better uses for the prowotion
of agriculture. ‘Tlere was one thing to
be said. however, that the Anuual Report
of the Board was chiefly occupied with
the proceedings of Societies, and the work
actuallydone by the Boarditselfwasbriefly
dlamissed in two pages.  Jtis known that
the Board does more work, and he would
like the members to exp'ain what they
did do. ‘There was no notice of the
Pedigrees of Cattle in the Report, and
there must be a large correspondence on
various matters respecting which the
House has no information. If all this
was in the Report, or othierwise aceessible,
wewmbers would Le able to kuow letter
what the Board was doing. The princi-
pal question for the Legislature at present
seemel to*he whether the Board should
be coutinued, or a transference of the
work could be made to a Departmeunt of
the Guvernment, so as to save members
of the Boxard coming from a distance, at
an unscasotable time ot the year and at
considerable espense, to perform the
duties. At present the House is not pos-
sessed of sufficient data to lead to a wise
decision. e was sorry that the discus-
sion had taken a turn that he had not
anticipasted.  Ile understood the main
object of the interview was to obtain
information as to the working of the
Board.

Mr. Longworth stated that there was
an evideut misapprehension ou the part
of the Committeo us to the workiug of
the Board, and that the fullest informa-
tion should be given. In regard to the
perceuntage on horses, the Committee had
not last year intimated in conference with
the Board, any intention of making such
recommendation, and it only came to the
kuowledge of the Board iucidenlly
when the Report was seen some mounths
afterwards. As soon as the Board ob-

have applicd for the Provincial Exhibi- : tained the Committee’s Report they



