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IlVerly, Verlly I saxy tînito tlîee, ex-
cCI)t a mau bc boni of wvater mid the
Spirit, hie cauxuot enter lîîto the kiingdoiix
ef Cod." Johni 111. 5.

One eau. lardly hop-- to offer auytliiing,
vcry new or strldng ou a saying of
Christ so farniliar aLs this, nor dIo I pro-
pose to, suggest nuy new intorpretatioiî
ùZ the groat; truth wlileh the oariicst
tlîology of ail ages lias discovcrod liere
as to the radical nature of the change
iliat nust bo undergozie b3- evi!ryone
wlio outors thme kixmgd,-oii of (bdl and ais
tu the divineo az-ency by wlîlehî it is
wroughlt. But I suspect eyeryone wvlig
lias thouglît of the anatter at ail lias feit
a littie incllned to symîpathîlz witli the
porplexlty ef Ni!odleius regardUng- the
form uxîder -whiichî tîxat is represeulted.
Se soon as wvo try te put upoxi mmii fours
the analogy botweu thiat change and a
birth wo are puzzlcd and a little pro>-
vok-ed te find tizat it carnies us se short
a way in the explanlatien of the essen-

-tini condition of salvation. Beyond the
greatnoss of the chaînge it sug,,gests al-
inost nothing as to its nature. It was
lardly te o wonderexl at tliat it shouid
bo widely lialod'as a, gr-omt enlargonient
of our ideas on thec subjeet, whlen Pro-
fessor Drmnimond in his Il Natural Law,%
in the Spirituial World," as tlie spiritual
e-xaniple ofe lIaw of hiogenesis iu nec-
cordance with which lite eau coule oniy
frein life previously cxistiug, adduced
thc fact. thlat nman mnust hc or again
througi the living spirit ef God if hoe is
to ho regoncra tod mit ail. But iu truth
that: analogy is of 'fthc muost superficlal
kind, and iniglt bc umade altogetxer
iilea«ding. To ho perÉcctly parallel,

according te, the a e-tt, o genosis, the
spiritual ncw bh-i would have to ho
depeudent upon tixe Intervention et a

hîmiman ageney that î.. splmltuaily alive
ais well aîs tipoî divine powe-. %vhieli, as
'%vo ail know, is b)y 1o limaans a necessity,
or the churchi mever could li.,:ve been
started iu tlîe world ait miii.

The truc anmd realiy lîcîpful explana-
tion ef the figure lies lu au mltog-ethier
difterent dlrcctloîm-ouo in~ wliici Nico-
doîinus, as a niastor lu lsrael, sliould
hiave lîîîd no dhtliculty l fluîdinîg 1h. 1h
wvas lu faiet a figure of speech wlich lie
.aud lus fellow-rabbis -%vom- l the habit
of using in zza sexise elosely resexnibling
thiat of Christ wlieîî tlîey spoke ef auy
Genitilo beiig mdînitted te the iîenie-
slip of the Iyîîgge.l tlîemy, Uic
privileges ef tlie 01( coveniant ivere
strictly coîîflued to the seed et Abra-
haxîx. But !i that a, Far more tlîau
ziow, Judaisnx mims in ziggressive reli-
,-Ion and preselytes froux hîcathenisin
ivero by xîo means uicoumuloîi, ais is
pîrin froin the frcquency Nvith which
they nrz roferred te lu fLic Acts ef.ftic
.Aposties. Soue ef tlies-e %vem-c oîîly whit
thc Talmud cilis 'lp-osel3-tes of tlîe
Gato,"1 <lovent listeners wlio were iu
syîuf>atliy wltli, tue teacig efthfie s-yiia-
gegue, but assunied no obligations.
Othors wero Ilproelytes ef riglîteous-
xiess,"1 wli e cnt the wlîole wmîy, anîd
inado a, tomnai profemsion oft lIe Jowish
faith. Ou bolîmg roceivod, tlxose hecsme
toclmnicmhly chîlidron ef Alirauani, as If
by a. kiud ef new birth, or as we %vould
say, by adoption. Iu th, eye efthei
Jewlsh laiu- thiey wcre hienceortx reeog-
nized Jeu-s, as niucl mas if thiey lad heca
bon se. The procoss cerresponidedrmy
eiosoly to our inotlîed ef Iaturai7mtion
by %vliicli au ahicu hem-niiin a foeogu
coîxntr.-t, is enablod, ou certain condi-
tions, te aequire all tixe riglits ef native-
hem-n citizens. The fiction szived tih


