
Sermon. 32.5

a Stiupendous failure. TIîe would gro back to their trade and speak
no mnore of Jesus of Nazarethî. ThŽy would lienceforthi bealine
of his name. wVhi1e in that State of abject huu1.ility, of coîuiplete
discourageient, they are inforined of the news of Christ's resurrec-
tion. They do not l>elieve it. i-ad they expected it, they would
have been convinced by tie faintest evidence. But littie hy littie
their unbelieving Iîearts are convinced ; the evidence becoînes so clear
that conviction is forced upon theni. They now know that Christ
is risen indeed. That conviction transforins them. Tiley are full
of courage, their zeal knows no bounds; no obstacle shall prevent
tlîein froin preaelling, the risc n Christ. Their lîfe is threatened, the
powers of the Jewishi nation are against themi; by thieir affirmation
of the resurrection they declare that tho rulers arc perpetuatig the
blackest of falsehoods, by saýyilg that the body of Jesus 'vas stolen
by his disciples wvhen the soldiers were asleep. If they becomie iîot
silent they wifi bc beaten and put to dcath. But nothing can now
reduce theni tosilence, the more they aire opposcd the more do they
declare that Christ is lisen andthiat, the triumnph of biis cause is assured.
Uet any candid mnan answer the question: How could tlîis sudden
revolution of feelings take place in these mon?ý What could produce
it save the resurrection ? Could anything short of the reality convert
those unbelieving, discouraged, disheartened disciples into believing,
zealous, brave preachers of kt doctrine that would Iead themi to
iartyrdoin ? The only coutchusion we ean well arrive at is that of

the text: "'le is risen; he is not liore."
4 Tite re-su.t8 whtichfdlloîvedl the requi-rection.-Not to unultiply

proofs of this nature, let mie simply indicate another line of thought
that, can be followed to arrive at the saine conclusion. Can the
opponents of Christianity explain with any degreo of satisfaction
the sucess of Christ's work without accepting the truth of the text ?
Can it be true that Paul went from Syria to Oyprus, throughl
Paxuphylia, Lycaonia, Plirygia, Galatia and other provinces, then
over to Europe, through Thessakaica, Berca, Athens, Corinth and
suceeed to establislh churches by preaching, this one doctrine:
Christ died and rose, and yet the doctrine be but a pure mnyth or
imposture ? Can iii bo true that this imposture lias been able to
transfornutho world wherever itiais been tauglit? Surely, infidelity
asks a little too nul when it insists that we must accept its expia-
nations. We accept the teaching of the gospel as a matter of faith,
biit more than this, we find it also to ha an intellectual necmsity.


