
What Faith Has 1)oie'7

Aitvhrtin Luther oroclairned the doctrine of " Justification by
Faith,"' the dignity of the individual in the sighit of God, the
universal brotherhood of inan, and bis eternal equality as a
joint hieir îvitlî Jesus Christ, the -teaclîingr fell like a benedlie-
tion upon the poor groaningr serfs of Europe, wlho were being
gCrouxidl under the iron licol of an ecclesiastical aristocracy,
and kcindled a hope ini the breast of the poor slave which
cilrninated in a.strtuggcle for liberty andi ultimate ernancipation.

In Britain this diabolical institution liad grained suchi a
foothold, that it sc-emed as if 'thing but the power of God
could shake it. In the Engyltnd of' the 1lth century ehildren
were reared for the slave iniarket, and sold into perpettual bon-
dage. In some counties the nurn ber of slaves exceeded the
nuniber of freenien. Duringr the lGtli and l7th centuries
Britain led ail the nations in the disgrraceful work of plunder-
ing one Continent of its inhabitants, for the purpose of selling
thein in aniother. Even the Church. engaged iii the slav;e trade.
Il Erîland a "Society for the propagation of the Gospel iu
heatheiî lands' » vas formed by inen who owned thousands of
slaves iu the Barbadoes. In one century Britain wrenehed
froin the bleeding hoarL of poor Africat 4,000,000 of lier dusky
sons and daughiters. 0f these, 250,000 perished in the awful

voacre, and were hurled into the sea, leaving be-hind the
siaver a track of blood. But mighty men, men of Christian
faith, mnen who understood the mind of the Master, iiien whose
eyes %vere keen enoughi to pierce the shallow hypocrisies of
the church, were on tie watchi tower of Zion, and launchied
forth tlieir thunders; against the horrible iniquity. Foreinost
aniongr those ivere Baxter, Warburton, Paley, WVesley, Whit-
field and Porteous, ail umen of the clîangred heart, men swvorn
to abolisli the slave trade froin Britain. 'hlicgreat Evangrel-
ical Revival that swept over Britain in the lSth century
took liold of three rnen-Wilberforce, Clarkson and Sharpe-
who were iu God's hands, perlhaps more th.an any others, the
means of bringring to an end in Britain the accursed traffic.
The struggle was long znd severe, but applied Cliristianity
prevailed. Tie slunibering coniscienee of 13itain was arousedl,
and in 1807 ail slaves in the British Isles were liberated.
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