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PROTESTANTISM IN SOUTH AMIERICA.

South America lias flot flgured to any marked dcgree ini the

relizions history of the wvorlcl. This fact niav be accounted
for Ibv the reason tliat duiring the pcriods nîost familiar to Ibis-

torians the southern continent wvas a dlependency of two of

thie nlost iinplrogýressiv'c nations in EJ3urope-Spaýiin and Portul-

gaycl. Tiiese faithful children of the I'P,.i:y.-- sternly re-

presscd ail aspfirations for liberty, either of conscience or o!

intellect. In theni for loiug centurics thue cluurchi and the state
were intinîately united. Religionis iiîtcrests usuallv dictatcd
what shlould be tiue policy o! thie state and the secular armi
enforced the decrees of the ecclesiastical court. Liberty of
thouglit %vas a crime in tiiese lands o! the Inquisition, and anly

dep)arture froun the pap)al standards wvas menaccd by the s-acred
office and the auto da fé Besides, the commerce of flhe con-

tînent Nvas conupletely in control o! these powvers and the peo-
ple wvere thius shut off froni aniv liberalfizimg influence that
îii. it sp)riin__ fr0111 contact wVithi Protest'ant nations.

The historv o! discoverv tells o! a tinie wlien the continent,

nt least large p)ortions o! it, possessed a hiighi ci-vilization and

a(lhered to pagan faithis. Thse Incas of Pet w-ere supp)osed
to be descendlants of thec sun., and the -Mexicalis, wv1uex Cortez

found thecnu. regarded Ilie p)erson o! thecir eniperor as sacred.

The na«-ti,'es knew and hiac avaîled thecniselves of the richi
niiiieral w-ealthi of thecir country. Tfle fabulons ransoxus w'hichi

the Peruvians offered for tlieir iinprisoned Inca scnui to alinost
stagger belicE. Ini thecir religion huinan sacrifice hiad a place,

but othier details arc nuaread 'ry uuuch colored 1w pais
faulaticisn. But bothl the failli and the civilization of 'antiquity

weeswept ni.way bv the En-trop)eani conquerors.
A mationes religion is o!tcn intcrwoven with the story o! ils

ýsirngks and revolutions, and tiie present religions conditions

ini the sonthern continent wvi11 be best uncsodwhen WC
knowv li it wvas R\oiiantiizcd. \Vith wliat feelings xight a
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