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of the postnîaster-general, until it is
delivered. Tihe reports give maiuy li-
stances of the painful resuits of haste
and carelessness : " On one occasion a
gentlenianly-looking person called and
expressed a fear that lie liad enclosed
twvo Jettera lu wvrong envelopes, and
that ail his prospects in life depended
on his having his letters back, and cor-
recting the mistake ; inasmudli as they
revealed plans wvhich lie lîad adopted
to save two mercanîtile liouses in the
saine line of business, w'hose initerests
clashied at cvery point." A similar
blunder occured in a more delirate
aff air, when a young lady was niost
urgent to have lier letters returned as
she hiad accepted the wvrong offer of
niarriage.

Trhe l ocal postmaster was unable to
resist lier earniest entreaties, and thus
prevented i£ painful. catabtropbe. But
a whole romance might lie written on
the following incident:

A young lady, 'whio liad been engaged
to a 1 rosperous young manufacturer,
wvas imforrned, at few days befoî'e the
niarriage was fixed for, that the firin
was insolveut. _Nut a moment was to
be lost, and a letter ivas written and
posted, brcaking the engagement;,
wlien, wîthin two liours, it wvas dis-
coveredl that the report 'vas entirely
enfounded.

The report continues: The danghiter
with her parents rusfied to tIc post-
office, and no wvords can describe thé
scene-tîe appeals, the tears, the N'ring-
i ng of hiands, the united entreaties of
thc fainiiy, to have the fatal letter re-
stored, but, alas! all -çvas vain, the rule

* adrnitted of iio exception."

NATIONAL CIIARACTERISTICS
DISPLAYED IN P"*cTAGE

STAMPS.

Tihe qualities o>f a nation like those of
au individual are very uften indicated

to the world at large, by the nianner
in whiell sucli nation doos an action.
It is flot at ail Iikely that 'the saine
national characteristie woul(t be d).,-
played in every action but in every
action soinething chiaracteristie of the
nation could be discovercd. Give $20
ecdi to a Scotelinan, a Frenchmain
and anl Aineriean and tell theni to go
and buy theinselvés a suit of elothes.
Sandly wvould coic back with a, grey
ot' brown suit of stî'ong material that
Nvould last hlmi five years. The repre-
sentative of France would probably
return witli a dress suit oif inferiox'
quality wvhich %woild dazzle the eyes of
te heholder on first siglit, but which in

a few iveeks wonild present a decidely
" have seen botter days " appearaxce.
The liiiericau wouild very likely rejoite.
lu ai coat which. buttoned up wvould
prisent a nieat business appearance but
îvhicti unbuttoned îvould reveal a
breadth of gi istening shirt. bosoni îvhich
woult graee any drawing ronîn. In
this smnall miaLter of dress wve have ex-
amples of national cliaracteristies.
T1he cany Se<.,tehîniatn, the liiproviden t
hal)py-cgo-ltick J"rencluuan and thie Ver-
satile Anîcrican. So whien nations are
placed in contrast,we tan generally sec
a proelivity of its people in every detail
in any certain line <of e<induet. To niy
mmiid mauy nations have certain of their
qualities cxhibited in their postage
staiiips.

Take for instance the United States
of Anrnrica, we flnd tltere that one issue
cf stainps succeedsanother ivith 1 ighiting
rapidity. West-arcely beconie familiar
ivitlî one set of stanips when, lo ! the
se(-ne la eliange(i andi a new set of actors
et 'e -usliing. a La Francis '"Vilson,
upon Lime staigf, y&-t the fedral goi-ern-
nment have nothming to, gain by so often
hiaving a change of stanîps. Instead
of pecuinary gain there is a consider-
able loss. Every new set of dies cost
sine thîousands of dollars, ani if the
dies are cast aside dILCI liavin r served


