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QUAINT SOENES IN FOREIGN
LAND

" Onx of the pleasures of travel is the
wariety of quaint customs and costumes
éne meets with in foreign lands. In mawy
jarts of Europe the peasanta still keep up
the customa of hundreds of years ago.
Their holiday garb is made up of bright
tolours, often strangely embroidered in gold
or silver tinsel. In passing through Bul.
f‘\ril, on the confines of Turkey, last May
1saw a village fair in which the men and
vomen wore a dress remarkably liko that
shown in the'upper picture. The blendin
of light and dark colours, the brilliant golg
tmbroidery, and the cutof the garment was
sumething very odd and curious,

- Another characteristicof travelin Euro
snd Great Britain is the number of crum
ling ruins of old castles and churches,
stained by the storms of a thousand years
sad gouawed by the tooth of time, speaking
most_emphatically of the long dead past to
{he living, active present. In one of our
bwer cuts one of these is shown, with a
queer native calache drawn by its diminu-
tive donkey in the foreground. You will
vbeerve the brake handle at the left side
indicating that tho roadsare very steep and
{hat & brake is required.

. Ome of theso stecp rosds leading up to
the top of the mountain is shown in our
third cut and also the queer way the peas.
snts have of bringing tourists down, on a
dort of rough sleigh the friction of which
itpon the rock makes a sufficient brake. I
well remember viewing this same moun-
{ain from the top of an old Roman towerat
Martigny, and trying to get a little 1ad to
{ell usits name. He spoke French with
dach a queer accent that wo had harl work
in making out what he said.

PEARL.
~“THR substance known as pearl is a pro-
fuct of certain shell-fish, somo being marine
Y and others be-
longing to fresh
o water., These
S, ™73 mollusks are
“». M eovided with a
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fluid secretion, with which they line the in-
terior of their shells in order to prevent in
tion of theirtender budies agninst anything
rough. When this secretion 1s hardened st
is known by dealers as ““mothar of peasd
Besides this pearly hining, small roundei
portions of this material are often fouud
within the shell; and it is gencrally sup
posed that these are the result of avaden
tal causes, such as the intrusem of v gra.,
of sand, which the uedlusk, nut bung all
to expel in self-defeuce, covers wer wal
the secrction, thus forming what 1s knew.,
as n ** pearl.” *

The cluver Chinese avail themals s o
this knuwledge to compel une speues of
fresh water mussels to produce pearls.
They keep a large number of mussels in
tanks, introducing small pellets of lead
into each shell ; and in course of time they
mgltheir expected harvest.

The particular oyster which produces the

Iargest pearls is only found in tropeal
° waters, Cuylon being from the carhest

times the principal Jocality of the pearl

* < fishery. On a certain bank, about twenty

miles from tho shore, these oysters are
found in prodigious numbers, adhering to
one another, and all of a very large size.
Divers are cmployed to bring them up to
tho surface of the water, where boats are
waiting to receive the shells. Somedangeris

scurred in this work, aa shatkd abiund in
these seas; but it is a mugulnr fact that
acculents soldom happen.  Thin wnmunity
from an apparent danger is attnbuted by
the divers themsclves to the incantations
of shark charmers whoaro employed durtng
tho fishery ; but Sir K. Tenant 1 of the
opuon that the bustlo and excitvment of
the water whilo the men are diving Yua the
offect of frighteming away those much-
dreaded creatures.

Among the Romans pesarla wero ughly
valued, cnormous pnces bemg pud  for
thuso of a tine shapo or large mze.  Ad
nurable unitation pearls are n ade by blow
g thin boada n} giagy and pounng mto
them a mixture, of which the white matter
from the acales of some fish forins an
ingredient. The French and 'ue Gertnans
1 this way produce imitation pearls 4o fine
that the most practised eyos ean searecly
see any difforence_hotween themn and the
genuine pearls.  Roman pearls differ from
other artificial ones by having the coating
of pearly matter Iaced on the outside, to
which 1t 13 attached by an adhesive sul
stance. The art of mn‘cinf these was de-
rived from the Chinese.  In many of the
rivers of Wiseonsin, I)earl bearing clams
aro found, and 1n the last fow years mnny
magnificent gems have been duscovored and
sold for lngh prices. Indved, pearl-fishung
has become uito an imroru\nt and profit-
able mndustry. It is said that some of the
most perfect pearls on aale in the great
jewallery hoases of Tiffany of New York, or
Gues Brothers of Chicago, were found in
the Wisconsinrivers.

NEVER SWEAR.

1. ITismean. A bay of high moml stand-
ing would almost as koon steal as swear,

2, It is vulgar altogether too low for a
decent bhoy.

3. It s cowar Ly 'yang afear of not
being blieved 1 Yeye

4. It is ungontiemanly. A gentloman,
according to Webster, 18 a genteel man—
well-bred, refined. Such a one will ao
more swear than go intathe strect to throw
mud with a chimney-sweep.
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A Vorx, Witn Mobx or Deacmey.



