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PLEASANT HOURS.

THE 0Ll YEAR.

NOTHREK yoar has gone,
With swift and noiseloss tresd,
Winter sud apriog have glided on,
Sammer and autumn sped—
Each season with its joys and pam ;

And they will never como again.

I mourn 1ta wasted timo,
11 I could live it o'er,

[ts sad mistakes 1'd try to shun,
Its wrongs would do no more.
Isut, no; the loss none can repair,

"Tis gone forsver, tho Old Year.

Thisovly csn I do:
He sorry for the naat,
And st my lovin§ Saviour's feot
My weary burden cast.
He will blot out sin'a crimson stain,
And strengthen me to try sgain.

And as a tright New Yoar

Comoa with its hope and joy,
I'll soek to live aright, and ali

My hours for God ersploy ;
And this New Y ear wul try to live
That it 8 record fair may give.

OUR PERIODICALS.
PER TEAR.-TONTAGS PAER

The beat, the cheapest, tho most entertaining, the
toat popular.

Christian Guandian, weekly . .............
Methodlst Magazine. 98 pp . tnonthly, llustrated
Methodist Magazine and Guardian %ogether..
The Weeloyan, Halilax, woekly
Bunday 8chool Banner, 32 pp., 8vo., monthl,
Berean Leat Quarterly, 16 yp,, 8v0..... ...
Quarterly Roview Service 1ty the year 24a. e
doun; t?(;;er 100; perquarter, 6¢. a doz.

8ue. per )

llome and 8chool, 8 pp, éto, fortoightly,
slogle coplue ..
Less than 20 coplos  .......... ........

conuwl
288888

Over 20 coples ... ... . tisesessens
“‘u‘?ﬁ‘ Hours, 8pp., $t0, fortnigndy, single
ooples ..

Tossthan 20 copies .. ... ..c.oeeciicnnas
Orver 20 coples . ebes emreeieees
8Sunbeam, lortnizhtly, leas than 20 ooples....
20 coplen and upward . ceeiieriree
Ihpg' Dagys, tortnightly, leas than 20 copies..
coples and upwards .. ... ... L.l
Berean Loat, monthiy, 100 copies per month..

Addrees : WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Methodlst Book & PPublishing House,
78 & 50 King St. Fast, Toronto.

S. ¥, Horsmia,
Weeleyan Book Room,
Halifax, N. 8

®»0000000 ©OO
EEERENRE Bes

0. W. Coarzs,
8 Bleury Street,
Montreal

Pleasant Honrs:

A PAPER FOR OUR YOUNG FOLK:
Rev. W. H. WTHROW, D.D., Editor.

TORONTO, JANUARY 9, 1886.

$250,000 FOR MISSIONS.

MISSIONARY S8OCIETY OF THE METHODIST
CRBURCH

1. Opszer —To “proach the Gospel
to avery cresture

2. Fiep —All  the Dominion—
Newfcundland — Bermuda — Japan.
“7 he fisld is the world ”

3. OpeNixos —There are  urgent
calls for more missionaries among the
Indi vs, and in the New Settlements,
and Japan.

4. OosT —The readjustment. of the
work comsequent upon union, caused
an incieaso in the number of Missions.
The effort to sustain tho brethren
labouring on them, without absolute
sufferipg. bas entailed an indebtedness
of $21,000. To meet this yoar's ex-
penditure—on a8 very low scale of
allowances—an advance of one-third,
at least, over last year's givings is
imperatively necessary,

In view of all these facts we bessech
you

5. Give. — Cheerfully—Prayerfully
—Li’berally-—“ As God hath proepered
you.'

6. Pay.—Promptly (at the Mission-
ary Moeting if possible.)—In any case
~ 0ot Iater than end of March next.

-

7. “ Whoso hath this world's good,
and seoth his brother havo nead, and
shutteth up his bowels of compassion
from him, how dwelleth the love of
God in him¥"—1 Jobn iii. 17,

One cent a day for each momber
would yield $640 000 & yoar.
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OUR SUNDAY.SOHOOL
PUBLIOATIONS,

Tux follewing letter on this subject
has been received :—I have just re-
ceived somo sample Sunday-school
papers from our Book-room in Toronto,
and a few days proviously some
samples from an American publication
[ consider our own papera far superior
to the others, toth in “mako up” and
‘“got up,” that is, in the matter they
contain, and the material and work
mapship of tho papor. In the editing
of our Buaday-school papors, Dr. With-
vow shows his emineat fituess for the
pogition, in tho variety, adaptability,
and general usefulnrss of the interesting
matter furnished in their pages. And
our oncrgetic Book Steward equally
shows his qualifications for the posi-
tion he hoids, in the very elegant
manner in which he gets out the
papers.

Then the prics, too,of our own papers,
considering their size, is very low. I
have often compired them with others,
and find nonse cheaper.

Now, it does acem to me just
carryiog the thing a little too far for
the agent of these American papeis to
send us samplesof thelr papers enclosing
another bundle, on the wrapper of
which is printed the modest request to
*“Kindly band to the Sunday-school
sup-rintendent.” No, thanks; I re-
spectiully decline the honour of acting
ag snb-agent in introduciog these
pagpers into our schools in preference
to our own. Happily we are well
furnished in this particular.

A Lovan MzTHODIST,

HOLIDAY BOOKS.

ONE of the very bandsomest holi-
day or birthday gift-books that
we have reen is “Qur Little Ones
and the Nursery,” by William T.
Adams (Oliver Opt'c) Small 4to,
pp. 384,  Esws Lsureat, Boston,
Price in illuminated covers, $1.75.
It consists of illustrated stories and
poems for the little folk, by the best
writera of juvenile literaturs. Its
most striking feature, however, is its
370 beautiful pictures, not old and
worn-out cuts, but new ones, made
oxpressly for this book. It will make
tbe dark days of winter bright with
beauty. The angel . inging the Christ-
mas hymn, on page 29, ie but a type of
thoe many exquisite pictures hure con-
tained,

“ Chatterbox for 1885,” same pub-
lishers, is a Jittle larger and a
little cheaper. Price in boards 81.25.
This is an suthorized reprint of the
famous English ¢ Qhatterbox.” It is
intended for somewhsat older scholars
than ¢ Our Little Ones,” and has over
200 full page engravings by Harrison
Weir and other famous English artists.
It has a couple of ocontinued stories,
snd no end of shorter eketches of boy
and girl life. Thess two books will
farnish a fund of wholesome winter
reading for any family of youmy folk.

For sale at the Methodist Book Rooms,
Toronto, Montreal, and Halifaxx, and
at most book stores.

CANADIAN ¥§ FOREIGN

8. 8. PAPERS.

ArTER oxamining specimens
of our Sunday-school reriodi-
cals, the Toronto Globe pub-
lishea the following opinion :

“ It is & ground for patriotic
pride that Canadian rchools
nced not gend to the United
States or any other country for
illustrated papers, or any oth r
Sunday-sohool eupplies, The
handsome papers published by
the Rev. Wm, Briggs, Toronfo,
and cdited by the Rov. W. H
Withrow, F.R.8.C., have been
declared by those who have
compared them with American
publications claiming to be the
“ cheapest and best,” to be
*cheaper than the cheapestan i
better than the b:sl.” PLEas
ant Houowy, Home and School
for older scholars, and Happy
Days and Sunbeam for younger
onen, are, for excellence of

illustration and contents, a

credit to both publisher and

editor. Tho same house issues

a variety of lesson leaflets, quarterlies,
monthlies, and, in fact, overything that
schools require.”

RESOLUTIONS FOR 1&b6.

I wiL. obey my parents in all
things.

I will he kind to my brothers and
sistera and friends.

X will speak plessant and not angry
words to every one.

I will study my leseons overy day
without being told.

I will learn the Golden Text every
Sunday.

I will ask Jesus every might and
morning to help me to love him and to
keep theee resolutions.

To resolve, on New Years Day and
on birthdays, to live better is a good
thing. 1f you have made resolutions
in the past, and have not kept them,
ask the Saviour to forgive you, and
try again. 'When you were learning
te walk, if you stumbled and fell you
did not lie on the floor and determine
nover to try agaip, but yon jumped up
and persevered in the effort.  So, if
you fall sometimes a8 you try to walk
in the straight and narrow way, you
must not be discoursged, but must
look up to Him who alone can kesp
yom, and try again.

Littell's Living Age. The numbers
of The Living Age for the weeks
ending Decc, 6th and 12th have the
following conteats: Dawn of Creation
and of Worship, by Rt Hon W. E,
Gladstone, Nineteenth Century, The
Grea' Lawa Temple at Peking, Gentle-
sman’s Magazine; The Wealeys at
Epworth, Longman's Magazine; A
Rotrospect, Forinightly ; Grace, Spec-
tator, (‘ulture and Science,Macmillan’s
Magazine, and many other interesting
articles.

For fifty-two nuwbers of sixty-four
large pages each (for more than 3,300
pages & year) the subscription price
(38) is low; while for 39 we will send
The Living Age and Methodsst Mnga-
sine for a year, both postpaid.

“Prxasg to give me gomething,
sir1” says an old woman. “Y had a
blind child, He was my only means
of subsistence : and the poor boy has
recovered his sight {”

PrguRry. MERCHANT,

PARSEE MERCHANT.

Tug Parsees are a very ancient scc.
in India. They are doscendants of
the ancient fire-worshippers, and atili
observe their strange ritee. They are
among the most successful and wealthy
merchants of Oalcutta and Bombay.
Osne of their strange customs is that
ot exposing their dead to be devoured
by vultures, in great structures called
Towers ¢f Silence, erected near tho
citieaa' ‘This cut iz one of many
illustrating our Indian Eopire, i's
cities, its palaces, its pcople, Indian
missions, elc, which will appear in the
Methodist Magazine during the year.

JAPAN ILLUSTRATED.

Tee Rev C. S Esy, M.A,, returned
missionary of our Church from Japan,
gave a most interesting lecture on his
mission Beld, for the benefit of the
‘Woman's Missionary Society, Toronto.
A daily paper thusreferstoit: “Thoee
who spent last: evening in the lecture-
room of the Metropolitan Church were |}
given a golden opportunity of gaining
an extensive knowledge of Japan and
the Japanese, by means of dissolving
views and explanations from Rev. O.
S. Eby, who has been labouring for
geveral years in the mission fields of
Japan. The views embraced everything
of interest connested with the wark,
habits, and pecaliaritiea of the people,
together with the natural beauty,
principal products, and industries of
the country.” We hope that many of
our people, both old and young, will
have an opportunity of hearing this
lecture, and seeing the views, :

- o eeee St -

THE MISSIONARY OUTIQOK.

WE sardinlly commend the Mission-
ary Outlook, edited by the Rev Dr,
Sutherland, Misdonary Secretsry of
the Methodist Ohurch, to all our |
readers. The; will find that its §
monthly visits will keep alive mission- }
ary sympathies in their hearts, and |§
will give full information on missionary §
topics, especially those connected with
our own Charch.

Fai1R is to belisve what we do not
seo, and the reward of this faith is to
see what we beligve.
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