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SAMUEL ANNESLEY, L.L.D.,

THE MATERNAL GRANDFATHER OF THE REVEREND
JONN WESLRY.

Dr. SaMmust ANNesLey was born at Kenil-
worth, near Warwick, in the year 1620, He was
descended of a good family ; for his father, and
the then Earl of Anglesey, were brother’s chil-
dren.* He was the only childof his patents, and
had a considerable paternal estate. His father
dying when he was but four years of age, his edu-
cation devolvad on his pious mother, who brought
him up in the fear of the Lorl ; and as he was in-
clined from his earliest youth to the work of the
ministry, she took care to procure himn a suitable
cducation. .

1lis grandmotlier, who was a very pious wo-
man, dying before he was born, requested lha(tl}-.
chih;, ifa goy, should be called Samucl ; for, said
she, ¢ I can say, I have asked Fim of the Lord.”
He was piously disposed from his eatliest ycars,
and his heart sct on being a preacher of the gos-
wl3 and to qualify himself for that sacred work,
ie began when he was only five or six years old
seriously to read the bible ; and so ardent was he
in this study, that he bound himself to read twen-
ty chapters every day, a practice which he con-
tinued to the end of his life. This made him a
zood textuary ; and, consequently, an able divine.
‘Fhough a child when he formed the resolution to
be a Ministet of the Gospel, it is said he never
varied from his purpose ; nor was he discouraged
by a singular dream, in which ¢ he thought he
was a Minister, and was sent for by the Bishop
of London to be burnt as a martyr.”’

When he was fiftecn g'em of age, he went to
the University of Oxfo:d, and entered of Queen’s
College ; where he took his degrees at the usual
times; and in 1644 was ordained as Chaplain of
His Mzjesty’s ship Globe, under the command of
the Earl of Warwick, then Lord High Admiral;
who procured him his digoma of LL.D., having
had an honourable certifate of his ordination
signed by Mr. Gouge, and six other respectidle
ministers.

He spent some time in the fleet, and kept a
joumal of the voyage ; and is very pasticular as
10 what passed when the Earl of Warwick went
to Hollund in pursuit of the ships that had gone
over to the Prince. But not liking a sca-faring
life, he left the navy, and settled at Cliff,in Xent,
in the place of a ministet who had been seques-
tered for scandalous conduct, attending public
mectings of the people for dancing, diinking, and
merriment on the Cord’s-day. Hut it was like
pastor like people ; for the inhabitantsof the place
were so attached to their sinful leader, that when
his successor came they ussailed him with spits,
forks, and stones, threatening to take away his
lite. " He told them that ¢« Let them use him as
they would, he was determined 1o stay with them
till God should fit them by his ministty to profit
by one belter, who might succeed him ; and so-
lemaly declared, that when they Lecame so pre-
pared, he would leave the place.”

In & few years his labours had surpiising sue-
cess, so that the people became greatly refurmed.
However, he kept his word, and left'them ; lest
any seeming inconsistency of his might piove a
stumbling-block to bis young converts; for though
he had £400 per anum there, it was no tempta-
tion to him to induce him to Lrezk the promise
he had made.

A very signal prividence, it is said, directed
him to a scttlemcat in Loudon, in 1652, by the
snanimous choice of the inhabitants of St."Jobn
the Apostie. Soon afler, he was made Lecturer
of St. Paul’s; and in 1658, became Vicay of St.

® The (amily of Anoeslcy, or Aunesly, as it is in
Domesday Aneslci, is of great antiquily ; derive
g its nzwe from the wapentahe of Oswardcboc or
Broxiom, in the cownty of Nolingham, of which the
family was posecsatd before the Conquest ; and Richard
de Aocslei was preprictor of it in 1036, when the
:)nutloy Lurvey was taken by command of the Con-

ueror.

The conmection of tie prescut Wesley faily with
the stands thus :PfJoha Wesley, late Fellow
of Lincoln 5. Oalord, was son 10 Sawmuct snd Su-
sauna Wealey. Dr. Aucsley was sow 10 ~—— An-
-:::y, whe was biother 1o Arthur, Srst Earl of Aa~
glesey.

_1gations in t

Giles’s, Cripplegate : two of the largest congre-
i\c city. .

On the Restoration, he was confirmed in the
above vicarage by the King, who prescnted the
living to him Aug. 23, 1660,

But this did not screen him fiom the oppres-
sive operation of the Act of Uniformity, hy which
he was ejected from this vicarage in 16° I, After
this he met with *many troubles for conscience
sake, and many signal deliverances. God was not
pleased with” his persecutors; one magistrate,
while signing a warrant to apprehend him, drop-

red down deadt ! Might not the hand of God have
een seen ju this? and yet the living laid it not
to heart, . .

Among the Nonconformists, Dr. Annesley was
patticularly and deservedly eminent. He had in
cfect the care of all those churches; and was the
clief, often the sole, itstrument in the education
and subsistence of several ministers, of whose use-
ful labows the church bad otherwise been de-
prived. . .

Of all gifts, salarics, and income, he always
laid aside the tenths for charity, hefore any purt
was spent. By this mcans he had always a und
at hand for charitable uses, besides what he was
furnishad with by others, for the same purposes.

He was the main support of the Moming Lec-
ture, for which so many have cause to be thank-
ful fo Gad.  Aund after the deatlhiof old Mr. Case,
of St. Maty Magdalene, Milk-street, who was
the first that set up the Moming Exercises, Di.
Annesley took the care of this institulion upon
himself. This Morning Lectute, or Exercise,
originatcd in the following way :— .

fost of the citizens in London having some
friend or relation in the army of the Earl of Es-
sex, 30 many bills were sent up to the pulpit eve-
ty Lord’s-day for their preservation, that the Mi-
nisters had not time to notice them in prayer, or
cven (0 read them., It was, therefore, agreed to
set apart an hour every morning at seven o’clock ;
half of it to be spent in prayer for the welfare of
the public, as well as particular cases; and the
other half to be spent in exhortations to the Peo-
ple.  Mr. Case began it in his church in Milk-
street; from which it was removed to other re-
mote churchesin rotation, a month at each church.
A number of the most eminent ministers conduct-
ed this gervice in turn; and it was attended by
great crowds of people.  Afier the heat of the
war was over, it became what wascalied a Casu-
istical Lecture, and continucd till the Restoration.
‘The sermons delivered at these lectures were col-
lected and published in six vols. 4to.

It is worthy of remnark that the Sermon on the
question, 4 Wherein fies thatexact rightcousness
which is reguired between man and man??
Matt, vii. 12 ¢« Whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you,” &c. was preached by Mr. Til-
lotson, afterwards Atchbishop of Caaterbury, who
then ranked with the Nonconformists ! See Neal’s
History of the Puritans, vol. 1, 2 797, 4to., and
Nonconf. Memorial, vol. 1, p. 125, &c.

In speaking of Dr. Annesley’s character, Dr.
Calamy says, ¢ He was an Israelite indeed ; one
that might be said to be sanctified from the womb,
for he was eatly under serious impressions; so
that himself saidl, he knew not the time when he
was unconveited.”?

He was a most sincere, godly, and humble man;
had a large soul, flaming zcal, and was remarkably
successful in his ministry.

He had great courage, as may be seenat his
first setilement at Cliff, 1n Kent.  He never fear-
ed the utmust malice of 2ny of his enemics ; and
nothing that he met with ever abated his cheer-
fulness, He bad unintentupted peace in his soul,
and assurance of God’s favour for thirty ycarsbe-
fore his dcath ; though for some time before that
be had d through severe mental exerciscs,

In bhis last illuess he was full of comfort, and
could say, ¢ Blessed be God ! I have been faith-
ful in the work of the winistry, for more than fif-
ty-five years.”?” Some of his last words were the

ollowiné. Just before his departure, he often
said: ¢ Come, my dearest Jesus! the nearer the
more precious, the more welcome.””  Another
time his joy was 20 great, that in an ccstacy he
cried out, ¢ I cannot contain it! What manner
of love is thisto a worm! 1 cannotex

the thousandth part of what Kmu is due to Thee!
Itis Lut little I can give Thee : but, Lotd, belp
me to give Thee my all! I will die praising

Thee, and rejoice that others can praise Thee bet-

———

ter. I shall be satisfied with Thy likeness, Sa-
tisfied ! Satisfied! O my deavest Jesus ! 1
come !

Sce the funcral scrmon preached for bim by Dr.
Williams.

During seventeen weeks® pain, though he had
before enjo‘yed an uninterrupited course of health,
he never discovered the least degree of impa-
tience; and quietly resigned his soul to God, Dec.
31, 1696, aged 77.

Dr. Annesley?’s figure was fine; his counte-
nance dignified, highly expressive, and amiable,
His constitution, naturally strong and robust, was
capable of any kind of fatigue, ~ Hc was seldom
indisposed 5 and could endure the coldest weather
without hat, gloves, or fire. For many years he
scarcely ever drank any thing but water; and
even to his last sickness his sight continued so
strong that he could read the smailest print with-
out spectacles, His piety, diligence, and zeal,
caused him to be highly esteenied, notonly by the
Dissenters, but by all who knew him.

A curious anecdote is entered by his grandion,
Mr. J. Wesley, in his Journal :—

¢ Monday, Feb. 6, 1769, I spent an hour with
a venerable \womnun, nearly ninety yeaw of age,
who retains her healtl, her senses, Ler under-
standing, aund even her memory to a good degree,
In the last century she belonged to my grandfa-
ter Annesley?s congregation, at whose house her
father and she used to dine every Thursday ; and
whom she remembers to have seen frequently, in
his study at the top of the Louse, with hit window
open, and without any fire winter or summer. He
lived seventy-seven years; and would probably
have lived longer, liad he not begun water-drink-
ing at seventy”?

His last will and testament is too singular to be
omitted :—

& 1n the name of God! Amen.

s 1, Doctor Samuel Annesley, of the Liberty of
Norton Falgate, in the county of Middlesex, an
unwotthy Miinister of Jesus Chuist, being, through
mercy, in health of body and mind, do make this
my last Will and Testament, concesning my earth-
ly pittance.

¢ For my soul, I dare humbly say,it is, through
geace, devoted unto God, (otherwise than l:'y le-
gacy,) when it may live hiere nolonger. 1 do be-
lieve that my body, alter its sleeping awhile in
Jesus, shall be reunited to my soul, that they
may both be for ever with the Lord.

€ Of what I shall leavc behind me, I make this
short disposal,—

My just debts being paid, I give to each of
my children one shilling ; and all the rest to be
equally divided between my son Benjamin An-
uesley, my daughter Judith Anaesley, and my
daughter Ann Anneslcy, whom 1 make my Exe-
cutors of this my last Will and Testament ; re-
vokiog all former, and confirming tbis with my
band and seal this 29 of March, 1693,

€ SAMUEL ANNESLEY.

Dr. Annesley wasalively and emphatic writer,
and must have been a very useful preacher. The
following extracts, taken'at random from his ser- -
mon ¢ Ona Good Memory in Spiritual Things,”
will prove th's :— -

“ Violent passions spoil the memory ; such as
anger, gricl, love, fear. Passions we must have
but constitution and education allay them in some ;
reason inoderates them in others ; ‘and grace regu-
lates them in all.  Where these bridies are want-
ing, they shake all the facultics as an earthquzke
doth a country. For example, anger, when it
rages. manifestly inflames the blood, and consc~
queutly the spints, and melts off the impnessicn
in the brain just as the fire melts the wax and the
impressions that were fixed upon it.

¢ A multitude of undigested notions hust i
memoty. Ifaman have astock of methodicat
and digested knowledge, itis admirable how much
the memory will contain ; as ysu know how mz-
ny images may be discerned at once in a glass.
But when these notions ate heaped incoherently
in the memory, without order or dcpendence, they
confound and overthrow the memory. ‘Thusma-
ny hear or read much, too much perhaps for their
capacities : they bave not stowage for it ; 2nd so
they ere cver learning, aad never come o the
knowledge of the truth.  Therefore, look that vou
understand and digest things by meditation ; Tun
not on too fast: he that rides post can never draw
mape of the country.



