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RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT.

It wag our purpose in this number to-have
made some general remarks suitable to the clos.
ing and opening years, but the beautiful words
_from Bro. Sheppard’s-pen, which appear in an.
other colummn, make anything of that character
from-tis entirely unnecessary, We have space
left however to glance backwards and forwards
for amoment.  Our view will be confined to our
work in Ontario.

One thing that strikes one at the outset is, that

the churches during the past year; neither has
the entire number added been very great,  What
the et increase has been we are unable to say:
neither can we say how the flear 1886 compares
in this respect with former years.  We can only
join with our brethren in regretting that our hearts
have not been gladdened by secing multitudes
turning to the Lord.  Certainly far more might
have beenaccomplished had we alt worked more
faithfuliy and more carnestly for the salvation of
our fellow-men,

In another respect we think there is great and
distinct reason for encouragement and thankful-
ness.  Much has been done to inform the shro-
therhood of the Province of the true state of the
cause, much has been done to remove a certain
distrust existing among the brethren -in different
parts of the country, and much has been done to
excite in the minds of-the Disciples in nearly
every church an intense desire, and an carnest
resolve, to underfake and carry out at once
something worthy of a-great cause, and a Divine
Master.  And there are not wanting indications
that these efforts have been prodvrcéd, and are
producing, good, effects. It has been demon.
strated, we think, that the oft-repeated charge
!l)'nt we are a miserly people is not true. Lot a
worthy object be properly presented and we shall
not fall behind when money is required. Let
Bro. Lediard’s reports be examined by any who
may doubt this assertion. There are also -indi-
cations from one end of the Province to the other
that the old-fashioned,unreasonable, and unscript-
ural opposition to preachers laboring permanently
among churches where their services might be re-
quired is dymig out. 1t is well-known that many, if
not most, of our old.brethren—the pioneers of our
movement-—at the outset of their work held tena.
ciously to the opinion that it was wrong and un-
scriptural for a preacher. to labor continuously
witha churchand receive compensation therefor.
It is likewise well- known that many of these same
venerable men afterwards changed their minds,
and urged the churches where they had influence
to-cmploy faithful men to labor among them,
And 'we have hedrd not a few of-them express
their regret that they should ever have Jent the
weight of their influence to the support of an idea
which worked only evil to the cause.  We would
not rejoice were our brethren anxious to have a
priestly, or clerical casteamong them, but we do
and shall rejoice to hearof a congregation seek-
ing an eamest, Godly, Seriptiral man-to labor
with them for the Master.  And it is a matter of
great encouragement that so many of the church-
¢s cither have secured, or are trying to sccure,
the services of such men.

What is the prospect for the year 18872 We
think that those who live to see the close of this
year will- find that the Disciples of Christ in
Ontario will have made considerable progress in
all*departments of church work.. The past year
we regard to have beén in many respects a year
of sowing--swe hope to have “the blade, they
the car, then the full com in the car” in due
course, and in due time.  We have not space to
state our reasons for our eapectations, They
wmay, perhaps, be gathered from the foregoing
part of this article. .

In regard to the distinct and special objects
of a missionary charcter which we should have
before us, we may say that these seem to us to
be of most pressing importance,, viz., the placing
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preacher in the City of Toronto to redeem us, it -lon’t blame them for not wishing to be called a1 resenting the Church at Meaford, and :‘ﬂso at
‘Longregation,” vet we dont think they are ' Cape Rich at the Everton June meeting. 1
known, or worse than unknown, i the great antd guilty of arrogating to themsehves the honor of ; would just esplain for the benefit of the brother-

possible. trom the disgrace of heing almost un

growing capital of our Province; the continued |
support of the work in Muskoka: the revnal of the '
work n Manitoba ; the raising of our contnibu |
tton to Foreign Missions from $650 1in 1886 to |
$1,000 for 1887, There are other, yea, many
other, worthy objects—many points in Ontario |
where a liberal and judicious capenditure of
missionary money would be followed by gratify-
ing results, but in our humble judgment the afore- |
mentioned abjects most loudly eall for the hearty, |
the liberal, the united support of the Dis
ciples of Ontario. But we wmust close. We
submit these reflections for the consideration of
onr brethren, and pray that this-year may be for
us all a year of consecrated effori, that it may be
a year of great success.
G. M.

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY,

¥ wish to present a few words about your remarks on
what I wrote concerning the body called the Ministry 3
but T wish first to request you to correct some misprints,
On page 2, column 3, line 6, read, labotess of {not ot)
Bible order, and same column, line 17, read provision
{(not promise) made,

Now as to your remarhs, I am surprised to find you’
charge me with saving the church has no ministry, whilst
my last sentence but one says positively_that the church
has two classcs of ministers or 4ervants. I am 81l more
surprised (o find you Jeave the subject under consificias
tion, and take up a pointnot disputed.  How, mybt Vet
Md you fail to see that I was considering a body distinct
fiom the congregation, and not \led by them, and
who call themsclyves the mitistry, and not a congregation,
No one speaks of the overseers and deacons as belonging
to the miinistry. or their joining it. Why mix up things
so diffecent?  You propose to enlighten me and others
by saying that pastors-and elders are the same class o
servants, I you mean o teach that the Jxastors spohen

e

torming & pseucdo-mmistny

the preachers are an assuneny aud ezaldesign-
g clas, in the vyes of the witer of the above
article, and should be closely watched. If nt
ean be shown that we have such a dass of
preachers among us such as described in the para-
raph quoted, we pronuse Bro. B. and all other
good Disciples to assist, not only in their capture,
but to do our share in filing off their horns. and
to assist further m-this worthy crusade, we will
witure the following suggestion. Let the
brethren and churches report to us their gne-
atices arising from the tyrnny, etc,, ¢ pastors,
aving their names and a dethled account of
thefe evil designs, and we Wil do what we can
to ventilate the matter in the interest of the
aggrieved and the oppressed. Of course the
reports coming from churches which have preach-
ers engaged will be duly discotinted, -while the
reports coming from isolated brethren and from
churches who know preachers only by reputation

will receive upecial attention, )
T L K

THE A, C. REVIEW CRITICISES.

TP ONTARIO EVANGELIST says: *The different
sections of Methodism have united ; so, also, have Pres.
byterians 3 and why do not immessionists do fihewise ?”
This1 ge fs put nypothetieally, by the EVANGELtsT,
a8 the language of pedobaptists; but wherefore do our
people magnily the tendencies to union amoag denomi-
nations2 One would beled to fufer that the EVANGEI ST
knows of but one kind of Methodists, while in fact there
mugt be half a dozen, and of Presbyterians almost n
seore.

The said EVANGELIST also states that “the Baptists
and Disciples agree upon the 0XE BAYTISY, that it is the
immersion of a penitent believer,” We have secn this

of in Eph. 41 11, are the elders of the congregation, then
we differ, for-no one was told to appoint these pastors,
The Lotd appointed these apostics, evaiigllists und-
pastors, to continue till a certain time camey'and a certain
amount of knowledge was possessed by the church.
Those called pastors now are not elders of congeegations.

You seem to think this whole matter is a dead issue,
but the of the leading publi thow ft is
not a scttled point yet, for a sharp contention isstill going
on.

Yours fraternally,
Joun BurcuAxrt.

Brother Butchart should.not blame.us togptak
ing-him to medn _just:what:he said. . Whilg, it
true that he stated in the previous article, {lna{
two classes of officers remain in-the church ye
it is also true that he stated in the seme article
that gastors ceased.  ‘'o reconcile those conflictd
ing statements he says in the above article that
there were at least two kinds of pastors or clders
in the carly church. "T'he kind-referred to by
Paul in Eph. ivs1t have ceased. How many
other kinds of pastors were there in the church
then?

“Wehaveseen it stated before-by others that not
only pastors but evangehsts ceased hecause they
were appointed not by the church bat by the
Lord. Well, while it i true that pastors and

evangelists were gizen by the Lord, it.i> also true || ¥ V¢, .
jindication of true spiritual progress among those

‘who differ from us, although they may be very

that, the church and all things pertaining to it
were given by the Lord.  Does it follow. there-
fore that the ¢lnrek and all things pertaining to
it ceased? God gave or created all things in the
beginning but it does not folls)w, therefore, that
all things have ceased to exist.  ‘The pastors of
the church at Zplesus,.who, Paul says Acts xx,
were the overseers or pastors of the whole flock
were appointed by the Holy Spirit.  Were they
different from those-given by the Lord? And
what about those ordained by Titus? Shall we
infér with Bro.-B, that there were different kinds
of pastors arising from different appointments,
or shall we say there was one kind chosen by the
church through the guidance of the Holy Spirit?
The Lord by the Spirit has- given to us the,
qualifications of the officers in the church, and
when the church sclects officers by the directions
of the Spirit’s teaching they become the selection’
also of the Lord and of the Holy Spirit. How-,

)

ever, we must remember that the servants of the!
carly church had special qualifications arising'
from the peculiarity of the age, but when that,
which was peculiar to the age ceased the special
qualifications ccased also, but the necessary,
officers remained. “The work of Zrangelists,
Lastors and Deacons is required for all time,
Bro. B, as far as Ontario is concemed, is
fighting an imaginary evil. e says, “How,
my brother, did you fail to sce that I was con:
sidering a body Jistinet from the congregation;
and not engrolled by them, and who call them
selves the ministry, and not a congregation
In short, heameans the preachers. ‘The charge
is u serious one.  Isittrue? Do the preachers
of Ontario look upon themsclves as being superior
to and distinet from the churches? Do you
really think that they hold themselves wholly i
dependent of the -church’s control?  While \:f’c

5

of an cducated, able, enperienced, Scriptural

. Z mer -

‘| be contrary to our own experience and to what

fon a score of times in our periodicals, so-do not

hold the EVANGELIsT alone respousible for the error.  If
the stat t were that Disciples and Baptists agree that
the action of baptism s a burial iz and n resurrection out
of water, it would be correct.  Bat we have never heard
u Baptist say that a **penitent believer” is a fit subject
for baptien 3 not do we hetfese that such a sentiment can”
be found in Baptist Jiteraare. THEY Do NO6T TEACH
VHE BALTISM OF PENITENTS, But they do fcach that
fter grace has given penitence, it then vonfers faith (i

« tepentance before faith), and that faith is accompanied

ofith cvidenze of pardon (by feclings), and then the | a good spirit, an indie;
ful religious journal,

pnpg‘ru generally begon
chanical néatness, there 'is
ment in their spirit ahd tone.

p\ndoncd belicver, WHO IS NO LONGER A PENITENT,
ought tg be baptized,
P PP i fd—Cy - Reviewe,

‘The Review is. certainly behind -the -times in
its knowledge of current church affairs. “T'he
ONTARIO EVANGELIST is well aware of the divid-
ed condition of the Mathodist and Presbyterian
Churches in the United States, but it will be
news, we infer, to the Review to hear that we
have not ““a half dozen” kinds of Methodists in
Canada, neither have we “almost a score” of
different kinds of Presbyterians. The Metho-
dists, as the Evancetist stated, have united, so
also have Presbyterians.

We do not wish to unduly “magnify the
tendencies to union among denominations.”
Vet we are pleased with and glad to note every

mugch in the datkas yet in regard to the Seriptural
groind of Christian union. A few years ago the
derjominations did not even desire union, but
thanked the Lord that there were so many
ch}lxrchcs.

They are now, however, beginning to see the
evils of division among professed Christians,
and are praying for union. We look upon this
as one step in the right direction, and a very
important one.

Would the Editor of the Reviewr have us de-
preciate this one step taken in the right direction,
simply because it was not long enough.?  Upon
the same -principle he might refuse to go-from
his residence to his office, because he could not
reach it with one step.

We admit the correctuess of the criticism
upon “penitent believers”~—looking at the matter
as the Review does from the standpoint that the
Baptists have a uniform way of receiving candi.
dates to baptism.  We would not say, however,
that the Baptists never baptized a penitent belicyer
or that they would refuse to do so. It would

we know of Baptists in Canada.

We are glad to be able to say that the ARerieio
since the change which recently took. place in
regard to it has improved very much in tone.

T. L. k.

EXPLANATION,
Mzaroro, OxT, Dec 7th, 1886,
20 the Lditors of Ont, Lvangelist:
Dear Bros., I notice that sonte good brother
ot brethren are troubling themsclves greatly

{hood and in justice to Bro. L., that at that

weetin he did nor clum to be a delegate from
Meaford, but distinctly said he was not, He
then said in reply to the ingury, “Tam nol a
delegate, but if I represcnt any Church, you may
put me down for Cape Rich.”
Yours, ¢tc.,
E. E. P.

[We may just say i yegard to the matter re-
ferred to above, that we published the list sent
to us by the Seeretary.  When our attention was
called to the fact that mistakes wi re made in
regard to Clinton and Meaford, prompt correce
tion was made.  No one in the Church at Cape
Rich made any complaint to us. Our own
recolicetion of the matter was, as stated by “E,
E. P.,” and so we said nothing about Cape Rich,
and would say nothing now, but that Bro. Law
desires it.  As a question of fact the Church at
Cape Rich was represented at the anaual meet-
ing by a letter signed for the Church by seven
brethren presumably leading men in the Church.
Bro. Law, no doubt, was aware of that fact, and
havingjbeen for a good while, and largely, asso-
ciated with the brethren there in the work, we
presume, thought there could be no harm in ex-
pressing himsel( ag he did in answer to the ques-
tion, whether or not hewas adelegate. The Sec-
retary cvidently without.stopping toveigh the
matter in all its possible-Uearing put ais name
down for Cape Rich ; it was so printed ; and if
that had been the end ofit, we imagine,-no great
wrong would have been the result.  “That Bro.
Law had his name put there for any evil purpose
is an absurdity which there is no space to con-
sider in these columns,—G. M.]
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OUR PAPER.

[The writer of the -following kind and appre-
ciative words, as most of our readers are aware,
is one of the most successful pastors and evaige-
lists in the United States.~Eprrors Evancevisr.)
ToNuwanpa, N. Y., Dec.-21st, 1886,

Lditors Ontario Lvangelist,

I like your little-paper very much. It breathes

able thing in a sugcéss-
1 am glad that while our
08 models cof e,
2-manifest improve,
We, Disciples of
Christ, have entered the journalistic arena in the

n,‘nr . L

service of our Master, and-it is' part of our mis-
sion to never let the papers of our religious ncigh-

bors surpass us in fairness ‘in - discussion, sweet-
ness of temper, or soundress in doctrine.
T enclose subscription price. God bless your
cfforts to extend his Kingdom.
Fraternally,

FRANK TALMAGE.

COURCE NEWS,

Eptrors Evaxcruist—DPermit me through
your valuable paper to pena few travelling notes.
While doing the northern part of the province 1
was fortunate cnough to pass Lord's Day Dec. 7th.
in Owen Sound. “I'his thriving town which has
nearly doubled in population during the past
three years, is pleasantly sitvated on Owen Sound
Bay, It is walled in on three sides by hills from
which there is a delightful view of the town.
To the northwatd stretches a magnificent harbor
where ships can be moored in-safety from the
fiercest storm.  After a little inquiry I found the
Disciples’ church. ‘The membersare few in num-
bers, but are doing an eacellent work. In the
tharning Bro. Finch preached an originaland argu-
mentative discourse on the duty of giving and in
the evening he presented some new ideas on the
atonement. He'is youny in the work, but is a
zealous studcng, an earnest worker and his future
uscfulness is bright. .

I had also the pleasure of making the acquain-
tance of Bro. Fleming, Principal of the Northe
ern Business College.  He is superintendent of
the Sunday £.hool and takes an active part in all
matters tending to the furtherance of the Master's
cause.  1le is sparing hcither time nor money in
making hisCollege onc of the best in the Province,
and judging from the present attendance his
cfforts are appreciated by the community at large.
Any person desiring a good business training can
not do better than by, placing himself or herself
under Principal Fleming's case,

While in Owen Sound I made the acquaintance
of the majority of the mewbers and enjoyed the

| hospitality of Bros. Fleming and Finch,

Spent Dec. 19th in Toronto, Canada’s Queen
City. Worshipped Lord's Day morning with the
Christian church, and~made the acquaintance of

about Bro. H. T, Law repressenting or misrep-

to

a goodly number of the brethren, They are as

>
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