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O >-e iiîta the wvhole wvorld andpreach the gospel to cvery
creature " w~as the coniînand by
wvhichi the Aposties w'ere sent

to the canqucst of a pagaii ancl idola-
trous wvorld. It is iii virtue of the
samne divine order that the lîundreds of
thousands go forthi at ail times to
evangelize those sitting iii darkness
andinu the sliadow of death. Missionary
woark lias always been and ever wvill be
one of the bright ornaments of the
Catholic Church, because as Fr. Burke
once said "lthe spirit of the Catholic
Ch.urch is sacrifice and the higest sa-
crifice is the sacrifice that gives a mari
entirely to God iii the service of his
fellov-mai." Hence missionar;es
have ever been found givi ng up
wcalth, kindred and even tlieir lives for
the spiritual benebt of their fellowv mcen.

The differenît Catholic nations have
always taken a more or less conspci-
trous part in this holy work; but it is
a fact wvhicli deserv'es to benîore videly
known that for several centuries fol-
lowviîg the introduction of christianity
into 1lreland, hier sons held tle forcmiost
place as mnissionaries, and formed the
corps d'élite of the Catholic chu rch.

Ireland wvas conv~erted early iii the
.5tli century, and so heartily did the
whole nation '<enter into the spirit of
the Gospel, that she hecanie a nation of
inonks and nuns alnîost onthe day she
becarne a nation of Christians." These
mîînks readily obeyed the Divine pre-
cept of "1preaching the gospel to every
creature." Frorn the 6th ta tlîe i ith
century Irish missianaries wvere to be
found throughout Europe. During that
periad the Insula Sanctarumi et Dactor-
uni gave to the Europeani Calen-
dlar of Saints some o? its brightest
nines. Germany honors no less than
i îo Irish saints, nîany of wvhonî laid
dawn tlîeir lives for the doctrines they
1-aught. France bas over 40, Belgiuni
.% lay 4 while the northern cauîi-
ries of Europe such, as Norwvay, the

Hebrides aîid eveni Iceland have eachi a
fair proportion of Irish sainîts iii their
calendar.

Let us follow the footsteps of only
oile of tiiose Irish pioneers of the Gos-
pel, ane whose nanme is connected wvith
the celebrated monasteries of Luxcuil
and Bobbio, and who is lionoured at
the present tinie in the nartlî of Italy
under the musical tianie of Sari Col-
unibato.

Thîis rival o? St. Benedict, as hie is
called, wvas born iii the saine ycar in
wvhich the patriarcli o? Monte Casino
clied. Of his early boyhood little is
knowvn, but wve learti that upon the
acivice of a hioly solitary hie determined
ta abandon ail as a necessary means
ta salvation. Nothi'ithistanding the
great opposition lie encouîitered from
relatives and friends, lie le[t his home
ini Leinster, and eîîtered the maiîastery
of Bangor * on tlic southern shiore o?
Belfast Lough. Thils celebrated mo-
iîastery founded by St. Comgall co unt-
cd its disciples by tlîousan.ds, and was
anc af the nîast renawîîed religiaus
centres, even at that time wviin
nîonastic institutions of leariîincr and
holiness ivere innuinerable iii'a land:

\Vhere the schiool and the cloister gave
light ta aufr shore

Fromi cliftcd lona ta wvoodcd ILisinore.

ln tlîis " Valley af tue Angels " as
it is styled by- St. Bernard did the
young Columbanuis enter ta niake
his novitiate aîîd prepare himself
for the rude warfare lie wvas about ta
wage ;igaixîst the pawers of darkness.
Incessantly lîeaning tlîe voice af Him
wvho formrncly said -Go forthi out af
thy country... and corne inita the land

*B3argor was dcstraycd by the Daties iii
the beginning of the 9 th century. It -was
glorious cven in its dowvnfall. buring the
space of 300, years it lhad sent out an arnmy of
aposties, and its Abbot togethier with 900 out
otf its .3o00 studcnts found martyrs' graves in
ats ruins w'hen it wvas laid lowv by the fierce
Nortlhnien.

.«.NMMMM- - MMMý ý - .

THE OWL36 .367


