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calculated charti of their niodulation, the
mnagnctisn of eye, of expression, nor even
of gesture. He hiad flot the fervour and
eloquence of Laurier, but as a .forensic
orator lie occupied the first lace in the
House of Conmmons ; and for appr-opriate
diction, sound logic, clear arrangemient of
niatter, argunmentative reasoning and calim
impressive delivery, lie had no peer.
'Ihere was no attenipt to thrill and delighit
but he could pierce the finest spun 'veb of
an oppor.ert witlî irresistible skill. Tl'ere
ivas no seeking to persuade by veliemience;
ne appeal to syml)athies and passions, but
a QcrCct caît to the reason of bis bearers.
His voice was full, richi, sonorous, and at
Urnes deep) and musical, and wvas as si rong
at the end of a two hours' spîeechî as at
the beginingii. Passion lent it a l)eculiar
vibration. Under provociation its owner
could w"ield a pow'er of declamiation and
sarcasmn uncommnon in a Iperson of so quiet
a disp)osition. Seldoni were his speeches
embellislied by the characteristic literary
references and allusions peculiar te Laurier
and CartwvrighIt, and but once in the House
wvas lie vituperative, and then it was an
imipromiptu rejoinder to a stinging personal
attack.

Sir John wvas a sturdy Britisiier and
esteemied British institutions ; a %varni
Iniperialist, p)roud of Canada's connection
with England, arnd bound to miaintain it.
His last speech in tie very heart of'Great
Britain was for thie consolidation of the
Emipire; his dying oath, when on bended
knee, iii the presence of biis Sovereign,
swearing allegiance tu lier throne, %vas to
follow loyally and courageously that policy
of cenienting the Canadiai l)oininion
more closely to the Mu\otlierland. Ie
nîartyred imiself to acconiplisli that end.
His p)ersistent industry and undoubted
worth lie laid upon the altar of lus country
to solve tbat inigbty l)roblelui. He
descended froni the caîin atniosphere of
the bench to engage in political strife;
declined a seat upon the Supremne Court
of Canada, and even the Chief Justiceship
of the Doininion, that lie nuiglît bring
about its speedy acconiplishnment.

It sounds cynical to, say se, yet in a
sense it is absolutely true, ilhat luis death
conferred a benefit upoii his country,
which long years of honourable devotion
miglît flot have equalled; for the tragedy

at Windsor is one of iliose that bind
couintries together. The laurel wreath
placed on the bier of departed greatness
cemiented the bond of synipathy between
En-land and bier greatest colony, and
%vlien tbe arnus of our Sovereign were
folded round a lueart-broken, orphan girl,
Canadians clasped hands with tlîeir kmn
beyond the sea, in sorrow at an iniperial
I oss.

No pefi could justly picture the drarnatic
incidents of luis death, and bis imiperial
funeral passing froin iernisp)lere to hemis-
pluere, tbougbi th.- themie is one fora poet.
But we niust not leave uninentioned the
bionr',irs paid lîim. Tlhe great lieart of
l3ritain left nauglît uindone that could
eiîiîpbaýize tic general grief, and all that is
noblest and best in our own I.omninion
duly carried our tbe niournful pageant
fittingly hegun at WVindsor Castle. WîUîi
l1 onours almiost royal, luis carpse wvas sent
across the ocean iii a wvar-sbip), as no
British subject had ever been before, aund
wi's received by bis countrynien wvitlî
revercnt love, and escorted to tlîe grave
by Churcu, State, Army and Navy. Aniid
tbe tears of tliose wvho loved linui best, lie
wvas laid ii luis last resting lplace. " By
the cypresses softly o'ershiadoved, tîntil
the angel cails, lie sluniibers." Wbat
aibîtion, liowever insatiate, could wish-
for nuore ? aîîd wliat a strange fate for one
wbo systemiatically avoided display 1

That glorious career is a nuodel for
conîing generations, and an object lesson
for young- Canadians. I-is examiple shows
that success alwvays attends industry,
ability and character. There is rooin at
tlue top, but thie way is by patient toil,
arduous nîastery of the srnallest details,
thorougliness in the inost trivial miatters,
sincerity -and bonesty in every action.
Hoîîesty was Sir John Tlîonipson's
leading cbaractenistic. It can be said
of inui as wvas wvritten of Emierson:
1No miatter of what he spoke, his

words, bis tone, his looks carried the
evidence of a sincerity ývlich pervaded
thenu ail, and was to his speech like the
water of crystallization, uithout which
they would effervesce into niere rhetoric."

It wvas said of the celebrated painter,
Giotto, that lie revived art by making
it the imiage of his own personal zoodness.
Sir John Thornpson re-created the politics


