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compared with that of preceding years.
The trip extended as far as Aylmen and
wvas a very pleasant one, and ail were more
thaîi satisfied wvith the amount of enjoy-
ment it afforded.

The afternoon of December 3 oth' ivas
chosen by the Directors of the Philhiar-
înonic and Dramiatic Societies as the most
suitable occasion of affording the miembers
of the different organizations entrusied to
their cane an opportunity of enjoving them-
selves, and, at the sanie timie, ofdisplaying
to advantge their vanjous talents. Two
very large busses were accordingly eniý'ag-
ed, and at 3 o'clock, p) in., the Ceciliain
Society, %vith Rcv. Fr. Gervais at the head,
the Glee Club and the Dramiatic Society,
accompanied by ]Rev. Fatliers Emiard
and Jacob took their places in the
sleighis for a tnpl to Alymer. 'l'le ride
%vas unusually pleasant. With so many
accornplished artists there is no necessity
of stating that thc rural atmosphere
vibrated to the varied notes of at least
tbirty warblers.

After an hour's ride, the busses drew
up before the Convent, where the klind
Sisters extended to the boys as hearty a
welcome as they had often profféred
before. A grand supper wvas prepared by
the good ladies of the village, assisted
by Mr. Chas. Devlin, to w'hîch the visito-:
did ample justice.

At the request of Rev. Father Beau-
champ, pastor of the parish, the societies
ententained the good people of the town
with a defightful comic opera in French
and a laughable farce in English. Th'le
music furnished by the band pnoved to
be one of the nîoqt interesting and wvel-
corne features of the evening.

After the students had participated iii
another repast, and sung a parting song,
they l)ade good night to their hospitable
hosts, and with a V-a-r-s-i-t-y, rabi ! rab!
rah ! drove nienrily away towands their
Aima Mfater.

Catholicity is l)rogressing in Cevlon.
The latest numbher of the Ceyion Ca/ioiic
.Alèsseziger gives an interesting, accounit of
the pastoral visitation of Nagoda. The
Archbisbop of Colombo, àlost Rev. D)r.
Bonjean, O.M.I., in the course of tbe
visitation confirmed 930 tersons. He
was assisted in the niiissionary wonk by
seven Oblate Fathens cf the diocese, and
2,000c persons approached the Sacraments.

SO0Gci£ TIRPS.
l)EBAT ING.

Practice is the secret of success in
oratory as well as in any of the other arts.
Tlhis statenient scarcely nceds proof, for
but sliglit neflection wvill show the amiouni
of truth it contains. \Vbethier wc glean
fromi the lives of great orators the mcanis
by %vbicl they have attained to perfection,
or wbletber we examine the progress of
tliose wh'o in oun own generation are
scalin<' tl)e ladder that leads to pre.
eminence, the saine glaning trutb reveals
itself. No doubt, nature lends bier kind
assistance in l)estow'ing a .powerful, yet
rnelodious voice, a. large, yet graceful
figure, and a pleasing, prepossessing coun-
tenance. B3ut nature alone cannot miake the
orator :she furnishes the raw miaterial,
and patient, J)ersevering l)ractice wvorks it
into a state of perfection.

Tlooi great an imp)ortance cannot be
attachied to debating societies. Through
tbeir benelicial influence many prominent
onators of our day have risen froru the
humblest grade of life to the very pinnacle
of oratorical fanie. Long and constantly
must the young aspirants labor ; for, suc-
cess depends upon the efforts-tbe ardent
efforts of bimi who Nvould succeed. Alone.
and unassisted, the student wvill soon
becorne dislieantened with bis seemingly
unfruitful task. %lîat lie needs most, in
addition to, a few endowmnents of nature,
iý: encouragement, and nowliere Nvill lie
Iirid it in greater abundance than in the
1n1ist of bis companions. l3y tbeîii. more
tuaii ail others, wvill bis efforts be appre-
ciated. In the debating'society hie meets
companions fllled with bis own aspirations
an(l iibued with lus own sentiments
classmnates wlio will apl)rcîate bis infant
efforts and second lus yet feeble endea-
vors towards manifesting luis ideas in pub-
lic with a certain elegance and ease.

Our colieges, universities,.and, in fact,
ail our institutions of learning, cannot be
too deeply inipressed witb the îîecessity of
tliese societies as part of an educational
course.

During tAie past eleven years our de-
bating society lias prospered under the
direction of a 1nuaster-band, and our ex-
perience bas taugbt us that its success
depends upon the connbined. efforts cf an
enthusiastic director, an intelligent com-
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