
DISINFEOTION BY REAT.

1l0111r acquiro, a dlistincet yellow, tinge,
adtortextile strongth is somnewhat

diminishied. Exposed to a dry hecat of
220 F. for four liours, or a stoamn heat
of 228 for haif an bot, wvhite flannel
acquired a slighit yellow tinge, but its

* textile strengthi ivas not appreciably
impaired.

*Scorching iS ospecially apt to occur
Nvhere the becat is in the radiarnt form.
To avoid riisk of scorching the heat
should flot bc allow'cd much to exceed
9 50 P.. and even this temperature is
too highl for whito wvoollen articles.

Linen articles, slbceting, body linon,
&c, vhichi have been in contact withi

infection, shouild bc disinfected before
eorning into the lauindry, sinco other-
wise Ùlioy niay infect the washer-
wvomen, and possibly the linon of other
households. Snch objeets, hiowever, ifj oiled wvitb bodily excr-eta cannot be
disinfected by hoat, flot even by boil-

ing water, witlout indelibly fixing the
stains. The only alternatives, there-
fore, are, to put up with damnage, to this
extent, to allow tho articles to pass
thr-oughl the earlier processes of the
latndr-y in an undisinf'ected state, or
to attempt their disinf'ection by chiemi-
cal means, whichi are nncertain and
-tnsatisfactory. WVhen the grosset' dirt
libas been removed by soaing and ib.

* bing in cold or teffid water, the articles
May Uc boiled without injury, and are
thon don btless effoctually dibinfected.

Tho lirnits of' the field of practicat
usofnlness of disinfection by hoat may
bc ogthored fr-oni wvhat bas -on(, bof'ore.
For wvashable articles which wvill stand
boiling in water, no other procedurle is
eocessary. The difficulty is that,

( -a tin tatlinon may bo disinfected

flected state, to the wvash, it n'ay
5 c ommunicate infection to the washer-

womecn and to the linon of other
housebold s.

The best plan is to place the linon on
being left off, and before it is remnoved
front the inflected precinets, to soakz in
a pan of col -water, mhich my contain
some chemnical disinfectant, thougli it
is doubtful if' much additional sccurity
bo <_aincd theroby, unless the solution
bc a' xery strong one, in wliich case it
may cause injury to the clothing.
After the erosser impurities have boen

remnovod by this preliminary rinsing,
tho clotes may bc boiled without
damnage, and (wvith care to avoid t'e-
infection) may bo considoed fice front
infection and sent away if necessary,
to undorgo any further procosses of
the laun(lry wbicb may bo required.

The articles for which a more
toehnical 1 disinfection by 7ieat " is.
ospecially requircd are such as will flot
boar wvashing i n boiling water. The
mnost common articles of titis sort are
blaukets, rugs, carpots, and cloth
clothes generally, pillows, bods and
inattresses, furs, and droesses. Articles
of furnituro, with stnffed soats and
backs, as chtairs and sofas, may require
disinfoction by beat if they have boon
in an infeed room, and isuch articles
are often so exposed to heat in order to
chock the ravages of motUs. Again,
exposure to bocat is often employed in
-%vorkhouses and si milai' estaýbli-shm ents
to destroy lice in clothing, or tho
animai ,ind vegotable parasites ivbich
cause, certain skin diseases It may bo
nocessary to insist on the disinfection
of rags coming frorn places where
epidemie diseases prevail, and in suchi
cases heat, especcilly in the form. of
stoam, affords the most satisfactory
means. Letters sent by patients
suffering frorn infections diseases, or
cominn' f'om. countries in which epide-
mies I)Ievailo<l, might readily be
disinfected by heat, provided that thoy
woro tiot fastenod wvith. sealing-wax,
B3ooks whicb Lave boon usod by the
qickz or convalescents may bc disin-
fected by heat, but the effeet of steam-
on loather bindings must bo remem-
beî'ed. In somo hospitals the perio-
dical heating of pillows and mattresses
is pî'actised as a part of the ordinary
routine of antiseptie practice,

For srne, of these purposes dry beat
and steam. are both applicable, provided
that in the case of steant precautions
are taken to avoid undue, wetti ng.
Steam. possesses the advantage over
dry heat of requiring far' less time and
a lover temperature foi' penetration
into bulky objeets, and for destroying
contagia: it is on theo grounds os1)0
cifflly adaipted foi' tUe p)urification of
beddin,g, bales of rags, large bundles of
clotliing, and other. objects difficult of
penetration, On the other hand, it


