May, 1900,

TdAestern
(Dcthodist JRecorder.

Tublished under the authority of the
British  Columbla Conference of the
Methodlst Church, and lssued monthly
from 26 Broad Street, Victoria,

REV, J, I, IHCKS, Managing Editor,

REV, J. ¢ GPEER,

REYV, W, J, SIPURELT, B.A., B.D,
Associate Bditors,

RV, W, H, BARRAGLOUGII, B.A.,
Business Manager,

SUBSCRIPTION RATE,
50 CENTS A YEAR IN 4DYANCE.

—— -

e e LR R S SR
£ % [ditorial. % 3
’{. R R A '~:~>-:~:--:--:--f:
FOR CONSIDERATION OF
CONFERENCE.

It is doubtful whether during our his.
tory an a church in British Columbin we
have ever held n more importaut Cone
terence thau that in which we shall
arscmble In a few days, "Thix i 8o not
only from the fact thal we are making
stendy growth and ghnll probably have
a Inrger representaion this year than
ever before, including many new facos
whom we shall welcome to our coune
xclg,  This, of course, will bring with it
the necessity of eareful and courageous
action in order to wikely readjust and
divide, and sub-divide, for effective and
economicnl  extention {n various direc-
tions; but thi¥ kind of thing we expect
to do more or lexy every year, and shall
have to do for a thousand years, if tho
world lnsts o long, or until all our
countrymen are “born again.” Our C -
lege Board, too, will uo donbt agnin fur-
uish w8 with  lmportant recommenda-
tions, narising in part from the very
success the [nstitution lhas expericnced
of late. But there are causes outside of
these making the Conference of specinl
moment and laying upon it cextraordin.
ary opportunity and responsibility. In
the first place we understand that the
question of appointing n Superintenduny
of Mirsions for British Columbin will
come up for consideration and nction.
We are not quite sure na% to the exact
form of the proposition to be laid hefora
wy, or what precisely we shall he asked
10 do. It it i3 contemplated that the one
man mnay be appointed to superintenad afl
our Missions—Domestic, Indian, Chineae
and Japanese—it I8 at once n many-sid-
ed problem, and a pre-requisite for in-
telligent debate wonld scem to bea state-
ment somewhat elearly defining the pow.
ers of sfuch an officinl and the relations
to other officials that such a quadrilataer-
al supcrintedent would be supposed to
sustain; and {t is cvident also that a
man properly qualified for such a posi-
tion must be blessed among other things
w’th n good deal of versatility, There
is no doubt, however, that the need ox-
ists for moro perfert supervialon of our
varlous misslonary .~ark, and probahly
this need may be adequately met by the
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appointment of a Saperintendent of
Missions, under proper safe-guatds,

13t it was not of this that we desired in
this article eapecinlly to speak. The une
usual linportance of this Conferehes to
our mind avises from the impressive
fact that it in the Inst we shall liold in
the wonderful Nineteenth Contury, This
fact will inavolve n toncentration of the
et thaught of the Conference upon the
intorests  of the ‘Twentieth  Century
Thankagiving Fund, which, thauk QGed,
Jine et with general support by our
people thronghout the Dominlon,  Dint
the great fact mentloned  givex  thoe
Clhmieh n unlgque advantage of awaken.
ing men's conscienees (o the solemaitios
of Hfe naud the pealities of elernal things,
and herein lies it great responsibility,
We would suggest that the Conference
might pnee n specinl nnd enrnest resoin.
tion, recommending with all its anthor-
ity that a  Watclenlght Sevvice, for
which  more than usual preparation
should be made, «ha't be held on the
nicht of Decembep 31st, ut precisely *Le
raate time, It possible, in every Metho-
dist Clhineeh in the Province, followed
by the Racrament of the Lord's Supper
imnedintely after 12 o'clock; and that
during the first week of the Uwentieth
Century a  simultancous  Jovangelistic
Mission shall be held in every Circuit
and Mission in the Coenference. ‘Lhus,
with the “tithes™ alrcady Lrought in by
our T, C. 1% Fund we mny rearonably
and confidently expect that the Tord wily
“open the windows of hieaven aml pour
us out n bleasing that there shall not be
room enough to receive it
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We are attempled 1o mnke n suggess
tion In view of the approaching Confer-
ener, Uwo years ago when the Rev,
Hugh Price Hughes was elected Prewe
dent of the Lnglish Weslegan Confer-
euee, e suggested, nmong other fmport-
ant though somewhat unusual  thinge,
that n brief address, on some spiritunl
theme, wiht be gziven by some scuior
winister «r lnyman, at the morning's de-
votions, sith closed doors daring the de-
votionn! cxercises, It was gaid that the
innovation hnd a “marked” and “most
happy  effect on the whole Conference
proceedings, and was ceratin to become
a permanent institution.”  Could not
this guggestion Le profitably ndopted by
our own Counference? It would be of
fmmense benefit to the younger mem-
bers present, both clerieal nud lay, to
receive the matured, spivitual  connscl
from the fnthers of the Chueceh in this
way, and it would produce a  very
fiealthy fimpression upon our people, to
fearn that we are not so completely ab-
sorbad, at our ammnl gathering, with
reports and statistics that we have no
time to concern ourselves about experie
mental godliness which Is the very ront
of ]l our true success, It s a foolish
argument ngainst the suggestion to say
“Wo are too much driven for thne,” for
it s well known that there is often more
time wasted in needless and Irrelevant
discussion In n single session, than thix
would iavolve for the whole week, he-
sida the fact that it is more than likely
the scrions tone imparted by this exer-
cise would have its cffect in the expedi-
tion of Confcrence husiness,
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Aua we have touched upon the matter
of cconomiging time in Conference gey-
slong we may say it has often occurred
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to ug whether romething could not ha
dene ta shorten the time now supposcd
to be nceessary for the traneaction of
all one businers, We hinve vbeerved a
resflosenesi aud fimpatience on the pact
of our Ingmen to reluen (o thelr prossing
private roncerns, and many Important
mattees it which their volee should be
heand has, in conrequence, o be dealt
whh in their absence  Much time s
Jost biernuxe there Is n frequent wneers
tninty ax to the order in which xubjects
for disensslon should Lo Lrought fore
wand, and under what patticular hend
they shoull be teeated, Could not much
of thix be obvinted If n committee of ex-
perte were appointed (or perhaps the
Conference Speclal Committee could do
ity to meet somewhere between the Ane
nual District Meetlng and Confercence,
to areange the business coming belore
(*onferences in the most convenient form
in what our Faglish friends have ealled
an “Aggenda,’ nnd which they find of
great value, We belleve thnt at lenat
n day could be saval in this way, and
our lny brethren wonld remain with ns
to the close, Lo make this practicable,
it might be necesenry, ng we pointed out
In=t month for another renson, that the
Conference meet n week Iater each year
than at present to give the committee
time  to receive the recomnmendntinns
from the districts, but that could be no
seriour obstacle.
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We are qulte xure thnt our readers
will be deeply interested in an acticle on
nother  page,  written by Mre, I 0,
Railey, aud dealing with our Methodiet
work nmong soldicra and sailors of IT.
M. Fapeax nt BExquitnalt,  The article ix
aeecmpanied by a eut of a “TTome” it
i« proposed to crect there for the socinl
aml mosal benefit of the brave fellows
whose valorous deeda have stirred our
pride  and  geatitude so much of late.
Such an institution §x very greatly need.
e, and the scheme hng met the unanie
menx approval of the Wesleynn Army
and Navy Committee, and of our own
Canference Speeinl Committee. It i
expeeted to cost about $6,000, and one-
third of thix amount has already been
subxeribed by the “nglish \Wesleyans,
with further promgsd agsistance from
their T'w suticth Century Fund, Tt s a
pe b oof our work, however, and of such
noattive as to slrongly nppeal to every
truc-hearted Britishier in the country, Asn
My, Bailey snyg, Dritish  Columnbin
ehould promptly subscribe at least §2,-
000, We understand that help has been
promised by our Eastern frieads as well,
a8 Reve, Dr. Potts, A, Sutherland and
A\ Caourtice, having become warmly
interested in the proposal. Subscriptions
will be thankmlly received and ncknows
ledged by Rev. J. P, THicks, Chaplain,
Vietoria West, B.CL Mr. F. J. Bajley,
Secretary of the Committee, Esquimalt,

BO: or Mr. W. T. Andrews, I'reas.
Building Comupittee, Victorla, B.C.
[
PIERSONALS,

The Quarterly Board of Mount Pleas-
ant Chureh, Vancouver, at §ts February
meeting, invited Tev ¢ I1. M. Suthers
land, of Wellinzton, to become thelr pas-
tor for the ensuing year. Bro, Suther-
land has accepted.

Rev. James Calvert, of Trail, has Leen
invited to the pastorate of the Ialibur-
ton Street Church, Nanaimo, and has ae-
eepted,




