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pAuLs Musl lake, vt tho ocure Mmay turn vol Wurse
wwan tho diseazo. 2o shurt, wo vught to depr1vo vut
Aldetmen and L ovacillons of ail cxccative funotiuns,
sy MuTe giving uf cuntracts, uilices, ur similat jubbiog,
auud vunfiue e W o mrking ol byeaans aud over-
iuvking and oxamiming tho publio acccuanta. It once
they werv debarred from spproprining thewr con-ti-
tucnts Mmoney thomsen oy, tuey would (REko caro that
nubudy elso ehould do so. 1ho subject shuuid not be
lust sIght of, fut itis day by day becunung of mure
aod @uro smprurtanco.

COMMUNICATION WITH THE NORTH WEST
TERRITORY,
N a recent article, alluding to a propoted tine of
steambuat and rall cummaoonication betwoen the
North bhore of Lako S8uperior and the Red Rivor Set
tiement, we teok occasion to glance briefly at tho mag
nlficent agricultural 80d mineral resvurces of tho en-
tiro scction of the country East of the Rocky AMoun-
tains ae woll as Its salubrivus climato. And the views
wo then adsanced, though of the must fayurabio
character, are only such as can bs borno out by the
best authorities on the subject. From porsonal know-
ledge Lork Selkirk, who founded the Red River Set-
tisroont, claimed that the fertile belt cast of tho Rocky
Mountains was capablo of supporting thirty millions
of inhabitan s, The climate of Red River, eays Mr
Dawson, " will compare not aofavurabiy with that of
Kingston, Ontario—and, as a general rulo, tho scason
daring which agricuitural vperations can be carried
on at Red River Is romewbat longer than in Canada
east of Xingston** 3Mr Lorin Blodgett, tho cele-
brated American climatologist, estimates for tho whole
Saskatchewan Valley a climate nearly as mild in its
annual average as that f St Paul, the capital of Min-
nesota, — which would givo a winter mean of 15 degrees
and an annual mean of 44 degrecs,—representing the
climate of Wisconsin, Northern Yowa, Micbigan, On-
tarin, Northern New York and Southern New Eug-
land Of theso Saskatchewan plains and their wood
land borders, the valuable surface measuros fully five
hundred thousand square miles! Theso great North-
ern plains present, says Mr J W Tagylor, of §¢. Panl,
as nearly as possiblo the counterpart of the temperato
zone of European Russis, —the most populous and
flourishing part of that Empire. Wo have alluded to
the existence of coal in this North-West Territory. but
what will our renders say when, in stating the extent
of thls formation, we tell them tbat one hundred and
fity miles east of the Rocky 3ountains this great cual
brd commevces, and that so far os has been ascer
tained, it i3 more than Sfly miles in width, and ox-
tonds continunously over efxteon degrees of latitude to
the Arctic Ocean' Tlat is sometbing like a coal bed,
and would, wo fanoy, be hard to beat. Then, copper,
iron, gold, bitamen, petrolenm, lead, salt, plumbago,
and we know what besides, are found in that land of
promise.

Tho inhabitants of that Jand have been variously
estimated  The late Sir George 3impson, who ought
to be good authority on the subject, puts down the
number of Indians east of the Rooky Mountains at
55.0600 This will include all the nomads of this class,
we think. The only considerablo scttlemont in the
Jand {8 that about the Red and Assiniboine Rivers,
about a degree beyond tho boundary line. Here a
flourishing community of some 10,000 souls, Scotch,
French, Americans Norwegians, Indians and balf
casta, have been for half acentury. Quthe Saskatehe,
wan and Preirie Portago on tho Assiniboine, thore are
threo or four scttlements of a few hundred §nhadbitants
each And these mako up the total popslation of
Rupert’s Land

The pregent and, prospective mesns of communica-
tion with this territory now remain to be voticed
The Company annutily despatch a vesse) (with g great
part of their outfit for tho interior) to York Faciory,
by way of Hudson'’s Bay; and the remainder they
bring in via New York and 8t. Paul, Minnesota. The
private traders in the eettlement (who muster pretty
strong! uged for & vumber of years to get all their
goods by the Hudson Bay route, and sometimes an
additional vessel was put on for their accommodation
But as a more slow round 2bout modo of getting sup-
plies could bardly be destsed, 1t is oW to 8 greatl ex-.
teni, abandoned by the settliers Let oar readers im-
agine. tf thoy can, the confidlag oid fasbhioned ety
1o whioh busivess Was duo F0uD e Arcuo roule #as
106 vBi V0O O usd  Leery Jecumbor of JODQRTy &b
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tivn, wo maintain, that tho reform of our city munici !

the goods thoy roquirod—and this, with & Jiboral
amuunt of parchase muney, was furwarded to Eag-
iand. Kerhaps these goods would not arnve ont Ul
the following August or September.

At proscnt goods avd passengers oan ceach Red
River 1n this way.—from Noew York ot (ansda to
Irairio du Chicn or Lacrosso, on tho Misussippi, by
rail, from thencn by steamboat to 8t. Paul. From 8t
I aou bY rallroad w &t. Lioud, on tho Alismssippy, o
miles. From there by privato teams or by tho mail
cuntractor 8 four-hurso coaches to Fort Abercombio,
abuat 2X) mues, frum theoce, across the Red Kiver
and over tho plains, by private conveyance, 260 miles,
tc Fort Garry, Red River. The quickest time that
cuuid bo mado say srum Ioronto, would Do about ten
days, the ordinary timo, by tho scmi-snnugl caravan
which movos slowly, wwould bo some 18 or 20 days.
Incro aro throo routes open to the traveller Liero-
abouts. Iwo of them are prairio rontes and aro excel-
wnt. Ihe wbird, v1a Lruw Wing, va tho Mississipps,
and tho utter Ian Lake,~ what 18 called tho Vood
Road, 1stoodifficuit to be much of afavorite, although
the heasiest 10ads can bo broughtover 1t. But there
are too many rough forest roads to be travelled—too
many rivers and swamps to bo forded, and too much
of the height of Jand in tho way-—to allow of & trip by
that way belng an easy or pleasant.one. Honco the
batk of the travel sceks, and has sought for years, the
other two routos, and a3 thess are’nearly all the dis-
tanco ACross level pratrio, wo do not at ali exaggerate
when we style them excellent. They are travelied afl
the year round, even in the middle of winter, by mail
carriers,—who have, untfl recontly, carried U. 8. mai)
bags (contsining all tho Red River letters and papors)
twico a wock to tho boundary line;-by adventurous
traders from the sottlement, and by soldiers and camp
followers to and from the vartous United States forts
scattored through Minnesota and Dakota.

Now, our readers can see how American settiement
and cnterprise aro pushing toward that Hudson Bay
Territory., Not only is thore a constant and ever in-
creasing trado botween the two places, but, as wohave
noticed, railway facilities are being oxtended in that
direction. The 8t. Paul and Pacific Railroad (which
1s to bo run to the boundary Jino 283 soon as possible)
havo alrcady 0 miles of their track built and open for
traflo; yearsago flourishing sottlements were growing
along the proposed line of ratiroad, all through the
beautiful Sauk Valley, as far as 150 or 200 milcs be-
low tho State capital. Theso settlements were, it is
true, in great part uprooted by the Sloux daring the
Minnesota massacre, but the tide of emigration has
sgain set in thero, and wiil soon £l up ail gaps.

Is it any wondor, ander ail these concurrent circums
stances, that tho good people of Minnesota and Dakota,
—from tho Governor of the former Stato downwards,
—~should regard this North West Territory tvith pe-
coliar feclings of affoction—should look upon it a5 &
land that must yet bring untold riches to thefr door?

tainly bave been brought in during tho past fow weeks,
duriog whioh time the roads bave been excellont, ang
privos hare been such as to remind as of thoso guing
during tho prosperous umes of the Crimesn War, Sut
daring the period in qaestion thero havo been no an.
ususby 1arge dvnrenies. lndeod, many mulors harve
had to scnd to otber than theis iocal markets, to getin
& sufficient supply to keep them runging till tho new
crup cuihes in—somothing nhich some of themseldvm
require to do.  Theso facts would go to show that ia
eoino districts, at .cast, tho oxtent of the orop of an
fall was cxaggerai:, and that tho saveral expecia
tions of its extont bave not been realised.

From these remarks regarding Iast harvest, it mus
aut be supposed chat thero was potbing in grain dur
ing the past month. e dare say fully the syesy,
quaatity hss been brought in, but nothing .~ suun
quanitties as swould svacrant the beliel that farmors nau
been holding back tholir produce earller tn the soasvn,
Sumo fears aro now being felt as to bosy miliers acy
othier buyers are golog 10 piace what they baveoa
band at a profls, 3any of thom have bought recenuy
at such rates as ronder 1t difficuit to do 80 in tho pre
sent siate of foreign markets, and in tho face of con
tradictory reports from the United States as to the
oxtent of their grain supply. it 13 dificult to determine
in whioh directfon the scalo may turn.

Tho retafl trado of Qutarly has improved slightiy—
taking it &8s a whole—duriog the past month. The
comp!aints came maly from tho morchants, toe
grocors appear to havo escaped better. In fact, .ns
difficulty with tho formor class bas been not so muck
that very littio trado has been doue, as that thoy bag
purchased altogethor too hcavily for tho fail and wio-
ter, in oxpectation of an unusually high demand. An
inteligent Western merchant informed tho writer
that ho had sold more goods sinco October thaa hedu
last year, bat us profits had bean lost by over-stocking,
and the 1\ ind which had to b
offered to customers to effect sales and 8o meet his ez
gagements. In our January articleon this topic, we
spoke of the ¢ cheap sales’” advertlsctﬂ 80 extensively,
and in some cases evon ‘‘auctlon sales” have since
beon adopted to reduco stocks. These dovices have
becn the means of working off a great many goods
during tho past fow weeks which would otherwise have
remzived on their owners’ shelves. But there s 0o
doubt that some have not been so fortunato as othens
in this respect, and that very few will escape loss from
having to hold over considerable stocks to the next
fall.

The woollon business is rather dull at present ta all
parts of the country. There are very fow factones
which are pot ruonmng f{ull time, but 1t 18 no secret
that it has of late been rather difficuit to effect some
sales. The causeof this, wo believe, arises from recent
heavy importations of similar goods from Great Brt-
tain, which have gerved to ovor-stock the markot with
that clzss of merchandise. It is to be hoped that thy

ary dulluess will pass speedily away, and toa

Is it any wonder that they have all along p 1y
upheld its ** manifest dostiny” to bo annexation? We
hope, for the honor of the Dominton, that something
may soon bo dono to provent such consummation.

PRESENT PROSPECTS,

E hava not much chango to note in the state of
business throughout tho Dominion, and partiou.
larly fu tho Western 2nd more populous seotion, from
what we expressed in ourarticle of last month, Since
thattime there hias, no doubt, been o largs quantity of
wheat, oats; barley aud other produco brought to manr
ket, aud o e~ghavge therefor, mmiliers and other buy-
ers have undoubwdiy put a large amount of money in
circulation; -but, nevertheless, the prevailing chamc-
ter of trado is quict. Whatover alteration has takon
place, howover, has beon for the better—the steady
wintor weather and the excollent sleighing. giving the
farmers the best possidble facilities for bringiog ont
whatever they had to dispose of,

During the past four weeks, focreased-opportunity
has been given to cstimato-the-quantity of wheat
which our last harvest produced. 3iany in Ontario
sought to account for tho small deliveries during the
fall months, and even in December, by saying thet the
farmers were holdiog thefr graln back in cxpectation
of bigher prices. Tho ovidenca goes to show that this
ruppositiop wos incorrect and that the harvest of
1867 was mot €0 abundant as.{t was at first geperally
supposed. If large quantities .of grain were 10 the
oountry. and wora Using kept in the farmers gransrics

'th\a'extonsiva ‘branch of homo industry will soone

snme its usual flourishing condition.

The general condition of the trado of Canads s
healthy nnd prosperous. The Bank excitement bu
dicd away; confidenco has boen entfrely restored ln
oor monetary institutions, money is abundant. Tte
fact that the Domiofon Stock bas been -all takenat
par, within a few weeks of its boing offered by tbe
Government, affords somu tostimony on this poisi.
With few oxceptions, some of which we har
roforred to, tho retafl trade i8 fairly prosperous. ite
winter, which is now drawing towards his cluse, by
been a very favourable ono from s busizess potot of
viow. In one respect, its effcct will certainly be fel
next year, and that is in tho faollities it hae afforded
for lumbering. Many mills to our own kuowiedgs
never hed as many logs laid in beforo as they bawe
this scason, and in the western parts of Ontarto bow-
over it may prove in other sections of the Dominion.
the produce ot Jumber promises to be greater than ior
sgvorsl years past. Although a little quiet then, the
stato of business is by 10 means unprosperous,

Another advantago from tho steady winter weathe!
wo have had, is the proservation of tho crops now it
the ground Seldom bas our fall wheat beep beti?
covered by tho snow and prepared from the attach
of frost. th2p this season Tuo' farmors are o>
gratulating themselvos on this fact, and a'though ¥
would be prematore to spcoulaze 0B crop prospeft
anti) March is ovor atil) it is gratifving to Yoew bd
whep *he enow malts the growlag wheat il U
foond i a bettar 6tato of preservation than for 11vefk
yorrs past.



