
The First Persecutlon

Lesson V. TEE FIRST PERSECtJTION February 2,1902
Acts 4: 1-12. Study Acts 4: 1-22. Commrit to incrnory vs. 8-10. Read ch. 4: 1-31.

1And as they spaike unto the people, te, pýrIestq,
and (lhe captait' Of the tem'ple, aild tire &Id' duceus,
caile upoti theci,

2 Bliig 1 grieveti tnat they tauglit the people, aud
2 proached througli Je sus t lie resurrection from the
deami.

3 And they laid bauds on theni. aird prit thcm in
i b01(1 unto, the -1 next day: for It was now eventide.

4 5 Hlonbeit inany of tlirm whicih heard the %vord
beiuved; and the iiumber of the men) 

6 
%vas about

five thouszand.
6 Arad It eame to pass on the morrow, that their

ruiers, and eiders4, and serlboq.7
6 And An'nas, the highi priest,8 and Cai'aphas, andi

John, andi Aiex'ander, anrd as many asq werc of tue
lcindred of tic highi priost, 9 werc gathereti togotiior
aitJerti'sailem.

7 Andi whcn they hati set theml in th. midst, they

10 qsked Byvwiîat power, or îîby wiat name, have ye
doue thils?

8 Then Pc ter, filied %vitli the li01v Gliogt, said unto
theru. Ye rulers of tic people, and ddrs 120of Is'rael

t> If wye this day 13abo examînet 140of the good ded
done to is tic impotent marn, by what means 16 hoe is
17 made 1%,oic;

10 Be it krîown unto you ail, andi to ail ti-e people
of I'raei. that Il by the naine of Je'sus Christ of
Naz'aretlh, whomn yc crueisied, wîoin God raiseti frorîî
the deati. ereri by hilm <lot h this man stand here 1>0-
fore you whioic.

11 leThis bg the stono îvhtiîl ias bet at noughit of
voir 19 builders, whiei 20Iris bocomo tho licati of the
corner.

1.2 21 Noithor la thore raivation In any oti.2r: for
thero Is none other namne under hecaven 12giveou
among meu, 23 where>y v. e must bo saveti.

Revised Version-i Soro troui)ed becauise; 2 Proclaimot i l; -, sard; 4bMorrow:, 'But:, 6 Camne to bo:
Were gathereti together fl Jertisalera. 8Wnas thee:O lit to end of verse; ]0 urînireti; Il In: 12 OiitU of

lsrael; 13 Are: 14 Couceruiîîga 5:1An; 1 ThIJs man: 12 Margiu, satcd; 1611e: iol'rîe buliders; 2o Was matie,
21 Ani iii noue otiier Is saiv.îtion; fur noîthur 15 thero any other ;22 That is; 23 w'hcretîî.

EXPLANATION
Conneotion-After the miracle if tho lîersliug of

the lame man, wlîilc Pet-r was p.eachlug tu Uic mul-
titudes who hi ru together iu Soiomou's porcli
(3: 11), charging them wîith the dcath of Jestrs, but
telluliig them that, as they dud at l ignoranîce they
might yet bo savcd if tiîey would repent and helive
(vsg. 12.26), the rulers suddoruly appeareti and arrested
hlm andi his fellow :îpostle Johnt.

1,2. As they spbake. John hiat probabiy taken
part. too. The prioasa wlio ioro ors duty iii tire
temple. Tiie mar'gin oi Lh,., 1ev. 'Ver. says Ilcliief
pruosts."' The captain; the conmander of the lem-
pie police, iwlîose duty it was to keep ortier thero.
The Sadducees ; crie of the two larger sects orf the
Jews. "lThey %vero the aristocratie priests occupyirîg
ixîlluentird positions" and sidling politiiclly rathier
îviti tucir Rouinan rulers, by wviose support tlîey «isero
kopt iu power. Religiously they believed uîcifliern the
requtrrcction nov la angols for spirits. Carnie upon
themn; f0 arrest them. 2. Belng grleved. Thte
moeaiingIs anîîoyeiid vexeti. That they taught.
The lîrioruts claimeti tiiesole right to teacli. Preached
through Jesus the resurrection. The Satuireees,
douleti this doctrine (23: :8), wlîilst the Pluarisees, wvio
bellevet inl it (23:8), wvotld haie toliearltproclaimed
through Jezus, whom tliey. abhorredl.

3, 4. Laid bauds on ýhe= ; arres! cd tiîem. In
hold; lu prison, bocauso it waa now eventide.
The lame mani liati 1>001 lialeillit about 3 pan. It
us iliogl 1to try a porson alter sîruset; s0 tliey waiteli
tii> flic rnorrow <v. 5). Howbeit Pcr.cectiir, as
so often later, scemed to fan the0 flame and qpreand tire
word. Mlany .. . believed; trusteti Ciiris;t as
their Saviour. Tire Gospel makes Irierids as iroli as
eneniies<2 Cor. 2; 18). The numaber of tihe inezs.
Tire wvord for ",mou"l nierais menî, as distiingiiieiù
from wornen. About five thousand. Thils is tire
total of mon wilo had çoic ourt (ru tire Lorti's sie
up to his time. Tiîey Nwere also mariy %vomon.

5, 6. Their ruiers; the rrriers of tue people, the
priestly members of tic Ssnlieuirim, or elie! .lowish
courîcil, ruade tria of 70 rîxembers. flefurre tis court
Jesus liad been brought (Matt. 26 : 3; Markz 1-i : 53;

Luko 22 : 66). Thse eiders and scribes were the
iay mombers of the counceil. The "lscribes " were the
stuc.orîts and expouîiiers of the lawî. Annas. Ile
liad se deposeti by Roman autiîority A.D. 14, but
%vas still hlgh priest by right, as tire office ivas for 111e%.
Cataphas ; tue sorî-iri-iaw of Minas andi actirng
iîigh priest. Thocy had tricti Jesus (John 18 :13, 14):
they îîow try lis foilowers. Nothlig is kuown of
Jr lin d Ale-xainder. Thse kindred. The rela-

o, s of %irias scem to have made up a gooti part of
tlîe Ssîîlîourim.

7. lI the rnidst Tue memusers of the Sanhed-
rim sat in a sei*clrcte, tho prisonors il tic centre.
They asked; seekiîîg for Information ilpon -%viich
to base a charge ngainst them. My what power P'
tiroir oivr or Goti's. (Dent. 13:1-3.) Mly what
name P By what right or authorlty.

8,9 Filledl with thse T£o1y Ghost; as Christ
liatipromisoti Mati. 10: 19. 20). Ye rulers. Sceoui
v. .5. If we this day, etc. There is a torrch 0f fine
iroiry ln lus wvords. A religlous concil ivas trying
tlîem as crimirials for tioing a roliglous act. Im-
ipotent-mlearis powerlorus, hîeipless.

10. Be it known, etc.; ioîv nîo longer ticnying
his Lord (Matt. 26: 70.) Peter ivili spoak with cour-
age. In thse name ; by the authority o! Chrilst.

'hom2 ye crueffiei; a Iearlcss charge of theîr
girlt. *Whoni God raised; proving lis MezsiaX.
ship. 'Whole; Iu body antd lInsoul.

11, 12.TissIs thse stone, et--; a quotation from
Ps. 118 : 22. le lrad hocard Christ tuse it <Math. 21:
42.) Tue bulders «were the rlOrs. Tue rejoototi
stor.e ta Christ, luit Ile bas become the most lIm-
portant Stone lu the bildinîg of lus Spiritual Kirng-
dom. Neither is there saivation in any other:-
a soloînn proclamnation, every word frauglit Nvith lite
or tieath.

Peter's spirited tiefence surprisoti the ruiors (v. 13.)
Thîey couiti fot tieiy the miracle, so in privato con-
suiltation thîcy decitie to %vain thow. agairiat prcacis-
ing Jesus <vs. 14.18). But Poter courageousiy repliemi
iliat lie wvourld oirey Got i ier thIan vuan, sud tire
rixiers with a tbircat dismuissod them (10-22).


